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To the Right Honourable 
CHARLES TOWNSEND, Efq; 

S I R, 

T AST year you indulged sue 
•*^ with an opportunity of com- 
municating to you, fbme anecdotes 
(little known) relative to the Mogul 
Empire^ and the ftate c^ our Eafi 
India trade; — in the , courfe of that 
conference, you manifefted to me 
fuch profound pi^netration, and fuch 
a ready comprehenfion of thefe fub- 
jeds, that I could not refift cherifli- 
ing a defire, to fubmit to the pub- 
lic my future labors on thefe intereft- 
ing natters, under the aufpices of 
5 your 
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DEDICATION. 

your name. I lately intimated that 
wifli and intention, when you moft 
obligingly and politely favored me, 
with your permiflion to dedicate to 
you this Firft Part of the Work, 
which at prefent employs my leifure 
hours; I now avail myfelf of the 
licence you have honoured me with, 
and beg leave to fubfcribe' myfelf, 
with true refped: 

SI R, 

Your moft obliged ". 

and moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

Momit Felix in Surry, 
. Aufuft 2ift|i765, 



J. z. holwell; 



('J 



liM 



TO THE 



PUBLIC 



PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE^ 

WHEN a man excited by an irrefirf- 
able and laudable impulfe* for th^ 
good of his country 9 ^rji Jpeais before an 
Auguft Affcmbly ; he feels a certain kind of 
dread> awe, and trepidation, which he iinds 
himfelf unable immediately to conquer ; ef- 
pecially if hehas not been much ufed to ^eak 
in public, or perchance poflcfles fome (hare 
of modefty in his compofition.—- Thus, f 
conceive, it fares with every confideratc 
author, on his firfl appearance before that 
jiuguji jifemify THE public. 

In this plight I felt myfelf in the year 
I7j;8, when jt exhibited to you a fcene of 

B ua- 
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unparalleled horror and diftrefs, which I 
judged not unworthy a place in our annals; 
— — juftice and the neceflity of the times 
lately urged my febond appearance, and 
obliged me to draw my pen in defence of 
inj ured. worth and charader: but now, by 
ufe and indulgence grown bolder, (a very 
common cafe) I prefent myfelf before you of 
my own voluntary choice. 

' Independency, and a pleafing retirement, 
however deleSfable in themfelves, have yet 
their feafons of vacancy and leifure^ that 
may want filling up. — And happy! ought 
that man to efteem himfelf, who can em- 
ploy thofe voids iand blanks in time to the 
emolument, or even literary amufement of 
mankind. 

Such is my fituation, and fuch are my 
motives, for taking up the pen again \ mo- 
tives, fo laudable in themfelves, will, I truft, 
engage the candor and indulgence of my 
readers for any defeds in the following 
performance. * 

The Eajl-Indies, and particularly J5^;?^iz//, 
are now become fo important an objed: and 
concern to Great-Britain^ that every eluci- 
dation thereof, muft I think be acceptable, 

that 
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that is founded on fafts, juft obfcrvatlonilf, 
and faithful recitals. 

Through a courfe of thirty years refi- 
dence in Bengali, my leifure hours were 
employed in colleding materials relative to 
the tranfaftions, revolutions and occurren- 
ces of that invaluable countiy, and the re- 
ligious tenets of its inhabitants, natives 
oiIndaJian\ which I flattered myfclf, when 
reduced to form and order, might prove 
worthy your attention. 

It is well known that at the capture of 
Calcutta^ A. D. 1756, I loft many curious 
Gentoo mahufcripts, and among them two 
very correifl and valuable copies of the 
Gentoo Shajlab. They were procured by me 
with fo much trouble and expence; that 
even the commiflioners of reftitution, 
though not at all difpofed to favor me, al- 
lowed me two thoufand Madras rupees in 
recompence for this particular lofs; but the 
moft irreparable damage 1 fufFered under 
this head of grievances, was a tranflation 
I made of a copfiderable part of the Shaf- 
tahy which had coft me eighteen months 
hard labor : as that work opened upon me, 
I diftindtly faw, that the Mythology j as 
well as the Cofmogony of the Egyptians^ 
Creeks and Romans^ were borrowed from 
B 2 the 
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the doiflrines of the BraminSf contained in 
this hooky even to the copying their ex* 
teriors of wor(hip, and the diftribution of 
their idols, though grofsly mutilated and 
adulterated. But more of this in the courie 
of my prefcnt work. 

I (hould in the compafs of one year more^ 
with the clofe application, I intended be- 
ftowiqg on it, have accompli ftied a complete 
tranilation of the whole Shajiab^ that would 
I flattered myfelf have been a valuable ac- 
quifition to the learned world, had not the 
fatal cataftrophe of fifty-fix put it totally 
out of my power ever to attempt it again. 

From that change in our affairs abroad^ 
a new chain of pupfuits engroflcd my time 
and attention, fo .that I could no longer 
devote either, to the ftudies I had before fo 
much at heart— ^however, during the laft 
eight months of my refidence in Bengali^ 
being freed from the plagues of govern* 
. ment, (thanks to my very honourable maf^ 
ters for it) 1 reaflumed my refearches v^fith 
tolerable fuccefs, which joined to fome ma- 
nufcripts recovered by an unforefeen and 
extraordinary event (that poflibly I may 
hereafter recite) enables me to undertake 
(he taik I now afliga myfelf. 

It 
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It is true 1 intended a much nobler enter-* 
tainmcnt for my readers; but as that is now 
irrecoverably beyond my reach, without 
once more doubling the Cape of Good Hope, 
(to which I feel not the leaft inclination) 
we niuft content ourfelves with the homely 
fare we have before us, ranged in the heft 
manner our ftraitened circumftances will 
admit of — as it is eflentially neceflary at 
this interefting period, that we (hould be 
able to form fome clearer ideas of a people, 
with whom we have had fuch important 
tranfadlions, and of whom fo little is truely 
known *. 

Having ftudioufly perufed all that has 
been written of the empire of Indojian, 
both as to its ancient, as well as more mo- 
dern ft ate I as alfo the various accounts 
tranfmitted to us, by authors in almoft alt 
ages (from Arrian^ down to the Abbi de 
Guyon) concerning the Hindoos, and the re- 
ligious tenets of the B^^fTiinsj I venture to 
pronounce them all very defective, falla- 
cious, and unfatisfadory to an inquifitive 
fearcher after truth, and only tend to 
convey a very imperfeft and unjuft fem- 

♦ Here I would be undcrftood to mean the Gentocs 
only, now laboring under Mahwutan tyranny, but 
fated, I hope, foon lo feel the bleiBngs of a biild Britijh 
governm^<)t. 

B 3 blance 
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blancc of a people, who from the earllcft 
times. have been ,an ornament to the crea- 
tion^ — if fo much can with propriety be faid 
of any known people upon earth. 

All the modern writers reprefent the 
Hindoos as a race of ftupid and grofs Idola- 
tors: from the ancients indeed thefe people 
inet with better treatment ; although they 
joo as well as the others were equally igno- 
rant in the fubjefts they treated of. 

The modern authors who have wrote oii 
the principles and worship of the Hindoos^ 
are chiefly of the Romijh communion, there- 
fore we need wonder the lefs that they 
(from a fuperftitious zeal infeparable from 
that communion) fliould depreciate and 
traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Braminsy on fo flender a founda- 
tion as a few infignific^nt literal tranflations 
of the Viedam, and thefe not made from 
the book itfelf, but from unconne<3:ed fcraps 
and bits, picked up here and there by hear- 
fay from Hindoos^ probably as ignorant as 
themfelves. 

From fuch weak grountls and evidence 
as this, and by the help of a few exhibi- 
tions of the Hindoos J Jeemingly monftrous 
idols, the Fopijh authors hefitate not to 
* ftigmatizc 
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ftigmatize thofe moft venerable fages the 
Braminsy as having inftituted dodtrines and 
worfllip, which if believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation, 
as every reader muft have obferved, who has 
miirpent his time in the perufal of them ; in 
the way of their proper calling and func- 
tion, they were however right ; as having 
been appointed to propagate their own 
fyftem of theology abroad ; though (tridlly 
fpeaking, their own tenets were more ido- 
latrous than the iyftem they travelled fo far 
to arraign. On this miftaken method and 
falfe zeal of propagating any faith at any 
ratCy I beg to be indulged in making the 
following general refledions, which natu- 
rally arife from the fubjedl before us. 

That ignorance, fuperftition and partiality 
to ourfelves, are too commonly the caufe of 
prefumption and contempt of others — thofe 
whofe knowledge of ftates and kingdoms ex- 
tends no further than the limits of their native 
land, often imagine all beyond it fcarcc 
worth their thoughts, or at leaft greatly in- 
ferior in companion with their own ; a 

conclufion natural, though unjuft If 

from clime and country we proceed to in- 
dividuals, we (hall fee the fame unwarrant- 
able prepofleffion and preference to felf 
B 4 take 
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lake place ; ^d proceeding ftill further iit 
pur reflections, wc may obfcrve the fam* 
confined way of thinlcing and judging, 
leads the multitude (and I wiiji 1 could fay 
the multitude only) pf every nation and 
fed, to arraign and have in utter detefta- 
tion and contempt, the religious principles 
9nd worjflbip of all that happen to be out 
of the pale pf their owi> church or mode 
pf faith. 

That every nation zndJiSt (hould have a 
high and even fuperior opinion of the relir 
gious principles, under which they were 
l^orn and educated, is extremely natural and 
juft, provided they do not from an intem- 
perate zeal ot religion? vanity (now {q much 
the fafhion) prefume to condemn, depre- 
ciate or invade the religious principles of 
others— this condemning fpirit can proceed 
only from pne pf the three following 
caufes, a defedt in underftanding, a want 
pf knowledge of the world (in mep and 
things) pr a bad (and reftlefs) heart. The 
' falvation of mankind* fo rnuch pretended, 
has no place iq the hearts pr labprs pf thefc 
zealots, or they would not gQ about feeking . 
:}vhom they can confound in Ipirit, deftroyr 
jng the peace and tranquillity of their poor 
jfcUow chriftians. 

i 
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Men who have been converfant with fo- 
reign countries, and made proper andbenevo- 
lc;it remarks on the manners and principles 
of their inhabitants, will not defpife or 
.condemn the different ways by which they 
approach the Deity^ but revere it ftill as a 
divine worfliip, though thev may pioufly 
lament it deviates fo much from their 
own. 

To refcue diftant nations from the grofs 
conceptions entertained of them by the 
multitude, of all other perfuafions, is the 
true bufinefs and indifpenfable duty of a 
TCraveller i or elfe his travels and remarks, 
can only amufe his readers, without con- 
veying to them any ufcful inftruftipn or folid 
£itisfadioq. 

A meer defcriptlon of the ejtterior man-* 
ners and religion of a people, will no more 
give us a true idea of them, than a geogra- 
phical defcription of a country, can convey 
a juft conception of their laws and govern- 
ment ; the traveller muft fink deeper in his 
refearchesf, would he feaft the mind of an 
underftanding reader. — His telling us fuch 
and fuch a people, in the Eajf or JVeJl-- 
Indies J worfliip this flock, or that flone, 
pr monilrous idol ; only ferves to reduce in 

our 
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our eftccm, our fellow creatures, to the 
xnoA abjeft and defbicable point of Hghtt 
Whereas, was he flciUed in the language 
of the people he defer ibes, fufficiently to 
trace the etymology of their words and 
phrafcs, and capable of diving into th« 
myfteries of their theology; he would 
probably be able to evince us, that fuch 
ieemingly prepofterous worlhip, had th^' 
mofl fublime rational fource and foundation. 

The traveller, who without thefe eflcn- 
tial rcquifitcs, (as well as induftry and 
a clear underftanding) pretends to defcribe 
and fix the religious tenets of any nation 
whatever, difhoneftly iippofes his own re- 
veries on the world, and does the greateft 
injury and violence to letters, and the caufe 
of humanity — How far the produftions of 
moft travellers may juftly fall under this 
cenfure, I fubmit to the public. 

To the want of this attention and capa- 
city in the traveller, we may afcribe in a 
great meafure, the defpicable, and I dare 
fay unworthy notions, we too aptly enter- 
tain of moft nations very remote from us; 
whereas were we better infornxed, we 
fhpuld find our minds opened, our un- 
derft^ndings enlarged, and ourfelves in- 

• fpired 
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fpircd with that benevolence for our fpecies, 
without which the human form become^ 
rather a difgrace than ornament. 

I am forry to fay, that in general the ac- 
counts publifhed of the manners and reli- 
gious principles of the Eaji and Weji-In-^ 
dies^ have been in the light and fuperficial 
way before objeded to : but as my know- 
ledge extends only to the former, I fhall 
confine my remarks to them ; and endea- 
vor to extricate them in fome degree from 
the grofs abfurdities we have conceived of 
them: confeffing myfelf amazed that we 
fhould fo readily believe the people of In-- 
dojlan a race of ftupid Idolatorsy when to 
otir cofts, in a political and commercial 
view, we have found them fuperior to 
us. 

Having tranfiently mentioned the Vte^ 
dam and Sbajiab^ (the Gentoos fcripturesj 
it is neceflary I ftiould inform you — The 
book firft named, is followed by the Gen- 
tool of the Mallabar and Cormandel coafts» 
and alfo of the Ifland of Ceylon. — The 
Sbajiah is followed by the Gentoos of the 
provinces of Bengali, and by all the Gen-- 
toos of the reft of India, commonly called 
India proper \ that is to fay — the greateft 

part 
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part of Orijfa^ BengaH prt^er^ Babar^ Ba^ 
naraSf Oud, Eleabas^ Agra^ Delby^ &c. 
all along the courfe of the rivers Ganges and 
Jumna to the Indus. 

Both thefe books contain the inftitutes 
of their refpe<ftive religions and wor(hips» 
as well as the hiftory of their ancient Ra-^ 
jabs and princes j often couched under al- 
legory and fable ; their antiquity is conten- 
dai for by the partifans of each — but the 
fimilitude of their nameSf idolsy and great 
part of their worfliip, leaves little room to 
doubt, nay plainly evinces, that both thefe 
fcriptures were originally one. — And if wc 
compare the great purity and chafte man- 
ners of the Shajiah^ with the great abfur- 
dities and impurities of the Viedam-, we 
need not hefitate to pronounce, the latter 
a corruption of the former. — ^All that I need 
add here, is, that my remarks follow the 
Sbajlab only. 

Taftc in reading differs as much as in 
the choice of viands; what proves a delici- 
ous morfcl to one, is difguftful to another. 
I was never invited to a feaft in my life, 
that I did not regret the abfence of a bill 
of fare : — Therefore to fave you from this 
difficulty, I here prefent you a lift of what 

is 
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is provided for your entertainment in the 
following flieet$, in eight courfes ; fo that 
if your ftomach does not ftimulate you to 
tafte the whole, you will be enabled to 
fall to, on that difli which may bcft fuit 
your appetite. 

I. General head.—— A fhort hiftory of 
the fucceffion to the empire of Indofiarit 
from Aurenge Zebe to Mahomet Shaw.^^^ 
This fubjedt has been already touched upon 
by my ingenious friend Mr. "James Fraferp 
but being foreign to his more immediate 
concern ftbe invajion of Nadir Shaw) he 
has touched it fo flightly, as to convey 
a very imperfe<5l idea of the circumflances 
attending the many aftonifliing changes that 
happened in this fhort and memorable pe- 
riod. Thefe particulars I was favored with 
at Patna^ A. Z). 1733, ^y ^ f^nfible Ar^ 
menian^ who refided alternately at Agra 
and Delhjy in a civil poll of fome truft, 
under the emperors during the courfe of 
thefe tranfa6ioas. 

IL Tranfadions in the fubahdaary of 
BengOilU from the period that J^iffier Khan 
ruled thefe provinces, to the ufurpation of 
the government by Aliverdi Khan, with 
the extraordinary circumflances attending 

th^ 
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the rife of this laft mcntiontd Souial^f and 
his brother Hodjee Hamet *. 

III. A fummary account of the provinces 
of Bengali J (properly fo called) it's princi- 
pal towns, their bearings and diftance from 
each other, and from Calcutta^ with aa 
eftimate of their revenues, and a feafonablc 

♦ The world has been already treated with this 
part of my fubjefl:, by a gentleman in his lucubrations^ 
printed in Edinburgh 1761, under the title of, ReJUc^ 
tions on the government of Indoftan, and a Jh&rtjketcb (f 
the hijlory ^ Bengali, /r«/w the year 1739, to I7s6» 
This little piece fell into my hands, about a year and 
4t half after it was printed. — On perufing it, I could 
not avoid being furprized at finding Tl)e author* s ** Short 
•* (ketch, &c." was taken from part of the fnanU" 
fcripts herein before-mentioned, and makes from page 
33 to 50, of his fecond epiftle. — Thefe manufcripts 
were penned by me in the year 1750, in my paflage to 
Europe^ from materials collected abroad. I communi- 
cated them during my (hort ftay in England^ to my 
friends. Sir William Baker ^ Mr. Ahbhot^ Mr. R. 
Drake^ Mr. Davis and DocSor Campbell. — The original 
was loft at the capture of Calcutta, but after my fecona 
return in 1757, I learnt a copy had been taken of it 
without my knowledge, by a gentleman to whon» I 
lent it abroad — from this copy I was permitted to take 
another. How the author of the Reflexions came by 
It, he heft knows. — He honors me in tranfcribing from 
it, but he would have honored himfelf more, had he 
acknowledged from whepce he took it, and had not 
taken fuch fruitlefs pains to difguife his (yet obvious) 
plagiarifm, by mangling, maiming and curtailing my 
fubjeas in the manner I conceive he has done. 

and 
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tnd perA^raftve hint to the gentlemen in the 
E(^-India diredlion. 

IV. A fummary view of the fundament 
tal religious tenets of the G'entoo*s follow-* 
ct-s of the Shajiah. 

V. A fliort account from the Shajiah of 
the creation of the worlds^ or univcrfe. 

VL The Gentoo manner of computing 
timi, and their conceptions touching the 
age of the worlds^ and the period of their 
diilblution. 

VII. An account and explanation of the 
Gtftioo i^h$ and feftivals, with a repre- 
fentation of their grand feaft of the jDr//- 
gah, comprifing a view of their principal 
idols, and the genealogy of their fubordi^ 

nate deities. If the fafts and feftivals 

of any nation are clearly undcrftood, there 
wants little more to convey to us a diftindt 
idea of their religious principles ; the one^ 
being the only true criterion of the other. 

VIII. A diflertation on the Gentoo doc- 
trine of the metempjycofisi improperly called 
Pythagorean^ by all who have wrote on 
this fubjed, hitherto fo little underftood. 

Having 

3 * 
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. Having thus fet forth my real motives 
for taking up the pen again, and opened 
the plan of my intended work; I fhall 
here clofe this preliminary difcourfe : the 
favorable acceptance of my labors, by the 
candid public, is all the recompence hopedir 
or wifticd for, by their 



Obedient humble fervant. 



J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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The fuccejpon of the Mogul! Emperors froin 
Auring Zebc. 

WHOEVER has attentively perufed 
the hiftories of the rife of ftatcs and 
kingdoms^ mtift have made this melancholy, 
obfervation ; that the approaches to ufurped 
royalty, dominion and power, are gene^ 
rally founded^ in the firft inftance, on the 
fubduftion of every virtue from the human 
breaft: as, the facred tyes of juftice, affi- 
nity, gratitude and true benevolence. A 
few exceptions may poffibly fubfift in the 
courfe of many thoufand years, againft our 
conclufion ; but they are fo very few ^ that 
we thiilk they cannot in the leail invalidate 
our general aflertion. 

The glittering profpedls of a crown, lb 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool refledioii 
and reafon, that it becomes blind to every 
other conjQderatibn of humanity. 
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Ambition, or a rcftlcfs thirft after power 
and dominion, has ever been the 6ane of ther 
eivil rights and liberties of mankind ; and 
feems to be a paflion implanted in the original 
nature and cpnftruftion of man : — if other- 
wife, his conduct k wholly unaccountable ^ 
for we fee that every individual of the fpecies^ 
in every rank and degree, is gra{ping andla* 
bouring to poflefs thai which every indi- 
vidual is, fb materially concerned to pre- 
vent ; neither of them adverting to this in- 
variable truth : That he who invades the 
liberty, rights and property of another^ 
gives, at the fame time, a leflbn and juft 
caufe for difpofleffing him/eifr^V/hy this 
eternal warfare and contention for dominiori 
betwien man and man> collectively or le- 
parately, {from his creation to • this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in a 'future diflertatlon, attempt to folve^ 
here we will only lament, that fo it Aindc- 
uiably is. 

The miferable effects of this fatal paflion, 
for rule is no where mor^ ftrongly exen>- 
plify'd, than in the (hort recital we are 
^oing to make of the fiicceflbrs of Auring 
Zebe to the rfirone of Indejian \ to which 
^he himfelf did not arrive without wading 
through a fea of blood, and a continued 
chain of almoft unparallel'd religious fraud, 

per- 



per^dy a^d cruelty; leaving oft record i 
flagrant proof. That no tyes, however fa- 
credi can relift, or coine in competitioii 
with^ the charms of royalty. His bloody 
example was very exadly copied by his 
dcfcendantil. . 

during Zebe deceafing the 2 ift of Fe^ ^nnt 
bruary 1707, was fiicceeded in the throne '^^'y* 
t>y his iecorid ion Mahommed Mauzm t for, 
notwithftanding the pofitive injuniSion in 
jiuring Zeie^s laft Will, * in favour of his 
ion Mabommed Azem Sbaiji>, Mahommed 
Mauzm adopting the fuccefsful example of 
Jiis father, diiputed the crown with hi^Amini 
elder brother, who, in battle near Agra,^^^* 
jvas defeated and killed. Mahommed Mauzm 
was immediately proclaimed Emperor, and 
affumed (amdngfl other titles mentioned by . 
Mr. FraJerJ the title of Shaw AUum^ King 
f^ the World. I have, in my collection, 
two gold Mohurs ilruck in this Emperor's 
Reign, Anno 1709, and 1711 ; on thcfirft 
was im'preffed Shaw Aliumi on the other, 
Babadr Shaw, T^he Valiant King\ which 
title he was latterly fondeil of. 

His reign, though extended to the term 

of fix years, was unhappy and turbulent. 

The fortune of war gave him the fucceffion 

to his father's dominions, but he fucceeded 
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not to his capacity and fame ; perjdcfxcd 
Shaw ^/-with the rcftlcfs ambition of his four Jons, 
*"*' who in his life time (hewed themfelves 
competitors for his crown, he died of dis- 
content and grief, Anno 1713- 

His foot foHs were, Mauz 0*Jm, Mabo- 
med Azinij Rqffeeil al Kaddr^ and Kbqjijia 
^*«* Akbter 5 they had been fome years Gover- 
^^'^' nors of diflindt provinces, and were each, 
at the death of their father, at the head of 
a puiflant army to fupport their fevcral pre- 
tenfions to the throne. 

Mabommed Azim^ being fuperior in force, 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers, they joined in leigue againft him, 
taking the moft folemn oath on. Kboran^ to 
be faithful to each other, and to fubmit to 
an equal partition of the Empire in thirds, 
as foon as thqr ihould defeat and fueceed 
againft their brother. 

In confequence of this compadl, the three 
brothers united their refpeftive armies, a 
general battle enfued ; in the firft heat of 
which, Mahommed Azim was killed by the 
ihot of an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
Anno ing on his elephant the center of his bro- 
17 »4* thers army, which he was informed was 
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•commanded in perfon by Iris eldcft brother 
MauzO'din. 

The treafurcs of Mahommed Aztm^ by 
the dexterity of Zulfecar Khan^ an Omrah 
in the intereft of Mauz O'din^ fell into the 
hands of the latter, with which having 
privately bought over moft of the troops of 
his two remaining brothers, he attacked 
them on the field of battle, in violation of 
his folemn oath. 

The brothers being no ways prepared for 
this fudden, unfufpeded and perfidious 
ftroke, were capable of making but fmall 
refinance \ the elder of the two Raffeeil al 
Kaddr^ was prefently killed, and what is 
worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
htothcv Mahommed Azim I Khojifin Akbter^ 
the youngeft of the four, coUefting fome 
few of his own and Raffeeil al Kaddrs 
troops, fled towards the province of Deccan 
his government, but being purfued and at- 
tacked by Mauz O'din, (bared the fame fate 
with his brothers. 

Thus MattzO'din became, like his father 
tind grandfather, poflfeflcd of the throne of 
Indojian^ by the perfidious deftruftion of 
his brothers 5 one circumftance however 
might be pleaded in behalf of Mauz O'din^ 
C 3 which 



jvhich neither of the other two could lay 
^ny claim to, — for he was the legal heir to 
the crown ; but it tnay alfb juftly be faid^ 
that he had waved and given up his legal 
right, when he entered into the voluntary 
compa^ with his brethren. He was pro7 
claimed Emperor by the ftile and title of 
Mauz O'JinJeJbanJarSAaw, Tie King wb^ 
foffejfes the World I and appointed ^w^^^jr 
Khan his Vizir. 

$baw ji- Jebandar was a weak Prince, and very 
^!#»w ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ thought himfelf in fecure pof- 
1715. feffion of ^he throne, funk and loft himfdf 
in the luxuries and debaucheries of the Se- 
raglio ; fo wholly devoting his hours to s^ 
famed courtefan called Lol Koar, (befttw 
known in Indojian by the name of LoU 
KooreeJ that he neglefted every duty which 
ought to diftipguifli the Man and the King* 

This courtefan was of exquifite beautyj 
?ind highly excelled as 4 dancer and finger^ 
in which profeffion (he was originally bred ; 
befides thefe qualifications, it is faid, he?? 
Convprfation was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure- 
fnents, had no will but hers ; by her in- 
fluence /he filled all places of the higheft 
|ruft and honour with her bafe relations j 
\\\is infiltrated conduct, brought the Ena- 
1 pefpf 



^eror! aad Emptre into the loweft ccm- 
tempt, and gaye unav^rfal difguft t<>. all the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom j 
•w^ho one by bne, under various pretexts, 
wthdrew themfel^^Jrom court, and me- 
ditated a faTourabk conjumfbire to depoie 
this fovereign^ 

Amongft the dHaffcftcd were two Gene- 
rals and Omrahs of the court, of diftinguifh- 
ed character and authority, named Hojfan 
jUy Khan, and AbdaUah Kbatiy brothers of 
the tribe of the &eydsy for whom Mahgrne- 
tans hear a religious veneration. Thefe in 
concert with others of the Omrahs deter- 
mmed to raiie Mohammed Furrukbiir to the 
throne; and fiiddenty, at the head of a 
choice body of troops, retired towards BeM^ 
galf where Furrukbsir then reiided. 

This young Prince was the fon of Ma^ Jnm 
Jbommed jizitUf already Mentioned, and ne- *7»S- 
phew to the Emperor ; he had refided ibme 
years at DMca, (then the m^ropolis of 
BmgalJ by the appointment of his grand- 
fatber Shaw AUum^ where he was £> much 
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city 
to this day, in their common fongs lament 
his fate in tears to his memory, 
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When Furrukbsir firft received «dvke of' 
Sbaw Allutri% deaths and the fatal cata^ 
ilrophe of his father and uncles, he with- 
drew from Dacca, knowing his unde, jfe-^ 
bandar, would never think himfelf fecure 
on the throne, whilft fo near a pretender to 
it was in being. MUch perplexed, and ir-^ 
refolute what courfe to take, as he was at 
the head of an inconfiderate, but faithful 
body of horfe, retiring out of the province, 
he was met by exprefs meflengers from the 
revolters, urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Babaar^ where on 
his arrival he was received by Seyd Hojfan 
Aly Kban^ Seyd Abdallah Khan, and other 
principal Omrahs and officers, who in- 
ftantly proclaimed him Emperor of /;/-» 
dojlan. 

On the firft news of this revolt and com* 
petitor, the court was ftruck with a panick; 
but the Emperor, baried in the embraces 
of his beloved Loll Kooree, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice, 
contenting himfelf with fending his fon 
Eas O'din, at the head of 1 5000 horfe, to 
fupprcfs him, with orders to bring the trai^ 
tor's hea^. 

Exprefs after exprefs arriving with intel- 
|i|;cnce that Furrukbsir s party gained 

ftrength 
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ftrcngth every hour, and that he was in full 
march towards Agra^ the Emperor rc-in- 
forced his fon with a large body of troops, 
tinder the joint command of his Vizir Zul^ 
fecar Khan, and his favourite Gokuldas Khan, 
between whom there fubfifted much pri- 
vate jcaloufy and enmity. 

Furrukbsir had by this time drawn to-- Jnn9 
gether a refpedtable army, and thought '7»5» 
himfelf ftrong enough to quit Patnaj which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Chivcdram in the pro- 
vince of £/<?^ijj', where he was met by Eas 
O'din^ at the head of his 150C0 horfe. 
This young Prince after a fhort conteft, 
perceiving the fuperiority of the enemy's 
forces, thought it advifeable to retreat to- 
wards Agra, which he did in good order ; 
and in a few days was joined near Agra by 
the troops, fent by the Emperor under the 
command of the. Vizir and Gokuldas Kfjdn^ 
to reinforce them : here it was refolved to 
\vait the approach of the enemy, for which 
they did not wait long, and a general battle 
quicldy cnfaed. 

The Emperor's forces, by the advice of 
^tdfecar Khartj was formed into three di* 
vifions : The center was commanded by 

, Eas 



EasO'dmi fhe right by GokuUasKbm% 
and the left by Zulfecar Khan. 

Furrukhsir obfervcd the Kke divHioa of 
his forces : He gave the command of his 
center divifion to Seyd Hofan. Aly Khan j 
the right to Seyd Abdallan Khan 5 and icd 
on the left himfelf ; preferring this as the 
poft of the greateft honor, becaufe it was 
the poft of greateft danger, as being op- 
pofed to Goculdas Khan^ who commanded 
the right divifion of the Emperqr's forces^ 
and was juftly efteemed the moft confum-r 
mate general and intrepid foldier in the 
Empire; 

. Mr. Frafer in his fliort narrative inti- 
mates, that the Emperor was in per£>n in 
this engagement, but herein his intelligence 
deceived him ; for it is a known fa£t» that 
he was never roufed fo hx from the lethar*^ 
gic pleafures he was immerfed in, as once 
to quit the Seraglio ; and indeed the flalr^ 
tering fsdfe informations that were houriy 
conveyed to him of the defeat of the rebels^ 
by Loll Kooree (who dreaded his ab&ncej' 
prevented his ever beftowing a thought 
that way, until it w&s too late to think* of 
it to anv purpofe. But to refumc our fid>r 
jea. ' 

The 
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Thc-btftdc was foUght with great obfti-*' 
nacy and gallantry on bbth fides.— Wonders 
ju« recorded of the fpirhed aftiohs and per-, 
fcnal bravefy of Eos O'din and Gdkaldas 
Kifdfi, and not lefs reported of the valoar 
pf Furrukhsir and Seyd Hoffan Aiy Khan y 
but the decifive ftroke of Viftory was givea 
by Seyd Abdallan Khan \ this General, ob- 
fervi/ig the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his diyifion, wheeled and vigoroufly attack-, 
ed Eas O'din in flank, whilft he was hard 
preffed in front by ^eyd Ihjfan Aly Kban^ 
Eas O'din at the fame timo learning that the 
hrzvcG(fkuldas Khan was killed, and his 
right wing defeated by Furrukhsir ^ a genc^ 
ral rout foqn followed. — Eas O'din efcaped 
with difficulty from the battle,- and by a 
change of fwift borfes reached Delhyy where 
in the prefence of his father, he in an hour 
died of his wounds, 

Furrukhsir prudently ordered the troops 
to be fpared in the purfuit. This clemencyj 
and the addrefles of fome emiffaries fent 
amorigft them, operated fo ftrongly on them, 
that to a, man they revolted from the JEm'^ 
peror, and joined Furrtkhsiry whofe tri- 
umph, on this happy fuccefs, was greatly 
abated by the abfence and fuppofed .death 
V^i Seyd Hojfan Aly Khan. Short fighted 
pjprtal ! little didft tl|ou at that time knowv 
/ . ' . that 
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that thou wcrt regretting the lofs and life 
of the roan, who in a very (hort period 
would deprive thee of thy own ! a large 
reward being promifed by the Prince, and 
fearch being made, Seya Hojfan Afy Khan 
was found amongfl: the flain with figns of 
life, and his recovery effeded. 

The treacherous conduft of the Vizir 
Zuljecar Kban^ it was faid, proceeded from 
cowardice, and refentment at Gokuldas 
Khan being joined in the command with 
him (a fource from which the greateft de- 
figns have often proved abortive.) When 
he retired with his divifion he made the bed 
of his way to Delhyy where foon after, the 
arrival of the unfortunate Eas O'din, too 
plainly fpoke the deftiny of the Emperor 
his Father. 

Some feeble attempts were made to raife 
frefli troops, and put the city in a pofture 
of defence ; but the fudden approach of 
Furrukksir put a period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 
without refiftance. His head was imme- 
diately cut off, and his trunk being fixed up- 
on an elephant, was expofed round the city. 
His Vizir, Zulfecar Khan, was tied by the 
feet to the tail of the fame elephant, ' and 
dragged until he expired : a death cruel, 

and 
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and efteemed the mofl difhonorable that 
can be inflided upon a criminal ^ hot hardly 
adequate for that minifter who facrifices the 
intereft and caufe of his King to his own 
private refcntments. He was little lament- 
ed; for by his mal-adminiftration whiift 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerlal hatred 
of the people. 

Mauz O'din Jehander SJba'W, thus falling Jmm 
VL facrifice to love and indolence, Mahom- jJV^' 
med Furrukbsir was proclaimed Emperor of ^^y jpj^^ 
Indojian without oppofition. The firfl: adts ruhhsw. 
of his government confifted in rewarding 
thofe \yho had raifed him to the throne : 
He app<»nted Seyd Abdallah Khan his Vi^ 
zir, and Seyd Ho fan Aly Khan his Bukjhi^ 
or Pay.Mafter General, with t|ie title of 
Emir al Omrah i fThe Prince of Princes J 
and bcftowcd upon him the government of 
Deccan fuitably rewarding the other Om- 
rahs that had rendred him fervice. 

But before we enter on the reign of Fur^ 
rukhsiry we beg to be indulged a few words » 
on the late murdered Emperor Jebander ; 
whofe character very minutely refembled 
that of the unfortunate and licentious Ro- 
man, Marcus Antonius. 

He 
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He was thought by his father, Shaw Ak* 
lunt'i the only General capaUe of rapulfing 
the dangerous annual invafions of me Bo^ 
hccais^ which threatned the Empire on -the 
^de oiPerfia. Prince Mauz 0'£n was fent 
agaioft tbefe warlike people, at the head of 
the ohoicefttroc^in the Empire, and in a 
continued campaign of five years ; he had 
many and fignal battles with the invaders 
«hat gave hiq^ vdk tenown. In one of thefe, 
when the en^hiy vtras intrenc^d behind a 
ftrong and thick wood, on which fide they 
could only be attacked, he cut apaflage 
through the wood, forced their intrcnch- 
nients fword in hand, and hardly any^ of the 
.c;neniy efcapcd the flaughter. On the par^ 
ticukrs of this a6tion arriving at court, the 
Emperor his father, gave him the title of 
Prince aftbe Hatchtts^ one of the honorary 
tkks ever fince given to' the firfl Prince oi 
the blood. 

His difpofition before he came to thef 
throiie was fo engaging and amiable, tlhat 
he became the idol of the whole Empire ; 
this drew on him the jealoufy of his father, 
who, to counterbalance his growing influ- 
ence, heaped that partial power and favor 
on his fecond fon Mahonimed Azim. (the fa- 
ther of Furrukhsir) which enabled him to 
.make the ftand he did againft his brother's 

legal 



^legal r^fet o£ Ifiicc^ffion, at the demiie of 
Sbaw jilknij as before recited. In fhort, 
if he could be defended from that perfi- 
^tts ftroke againft his other two brothers, 
and had efcaped the bewitching fnares of 
timt eaftern Cleapatraj Loll Kooree, he moft 
probably would have left a more fhining 
charaSer, r(and a much more honorable 
one) on the records of fame, than that of 
his grandfather Auring Zebc / 

'Lol Koar had the honor of being coii- 
demned for life a prifoner in the royal pii- 
fon, or jcaftle of SelimguK Some cf ^ her 
bafe reladons wl\o had been raiied to places 
of high iruft were cut off by the conqueror, 
and others degraded. 

Furrukisirli^ing obtained the diadem, 
as before related, peace Jeemed to be fettldi 
in the Empire ; but the evil deftiny of tfiat 
Prince' forbad its long continuance. During 
this period, the power of the SeyJs grew 
enormous, and left the Emperor.the name 
andirappirigs of royalty only; they difpoied 
of all important pofts by toeir fole autho- 
rity, amaffed immenfe wealth, and fequef- 
tered the public revenues to their own pri- 
vate cmcdumeht, fecuring thereby the at- 
tachment of the principal dEcqrs of the 

crown. 
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crown, who (with a very few exceptions) 
were intirely devoted to their intereft. 

Furrukhsir very foon faw and felt his 
deipicable ftate of dcpendance, but could 
not cafily forget how much he owe4 to the 
fpirited condud and friendfliip of thefe am- 
bitious brothers ; he patiently fubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored under, 
without meditating any thing againft them^ 
the life and crown they had given him he 
knew ftill depended too much on their will 
and diipofal; he dreaded their power, which 
indeed was greater than any fubjedts in this 
defpotic government can poflefs, with fafety 
to their Prince, or indeed than can be con- 
fiftent with his honor. 

Wearied at length, at finding himfelf 
this cypher of a King, he nobly determined 
to free himfclf from the ihackles with which 
he had been bound fo long, by having both 
the brothers aflaffinated at the fame time ; 
Abdallah Khan at Delby, and Hojfan Afy 
Khan as he was upon his march to his go- 
vernment at Deccan^ where he was going 
to difpoffefs Nizam al Muluck. 

A defign fo complicated in its nature, 
could not be carried on v^ithout being com- 
municated 
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ttitihic&ted to tnaqy^ athong/l thd^ the £m^ 
peror cbiefly itatnifted apd depended on the 
two Omrahs, Kbondoran Khan^ and Mbir 
Jumld^ fbr the execution of it; almoft the 
only twQ oncers about the courts who had 
been neglected by the powerful Si^. 
Khondordn WaS fiifpcfted of betrajring the 
whole td JihitUab Khan : whether this was 
the fsuSty is uncertain i but it is very cer- 
tain bodi the btothei^ had eafly intelli- 
gence of the db^n a|ainft tfaem^ and de- 
termined to have the ftart> by depdfing the 
Emperor.* ^ 

The Vizir immediately Withdrew from 
coUrt^ ient exprefs Upon exprefs to recal his 
brother, and put himfelf at the head -of a 
body of troops, whole commander he was 
by virtue of his poft. 

Furrukhstr finding his intentions againfl: 
the 5^^^ difcovcrcd, had rccourfe to difli- 
mulation ; he fent his mother to the Vizir, 
charged with his folemn protcftations of 
the wMhood of the information the Vizir 
had received, and with jprofcffions of in- 
violable fricndfliip and affcdion, intrcating 
that he would return to court and contra- 
di6t any advices he rnight have difpatched 
to his brother. 

D The 
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TJb& Vizir iwilng no tootA to^doobt of 

his.x^t^eUigeacc of mr Emperor*^, jpfc^Q^ind 

aflkffifi^ion, xcturqifd for anfVff, JJi^.^ 

(iinark of the iinqprity <>fJiis.pfofdSQQS, 

' he ihould diicharge his guarckaii^ ^voet^ 
Wd^iutfroit to receive fuch as he, jthc V|- 

. ^ir^ihould thrnk proper to place ahout him. 
Thia ;^ard condition the Emperq^ .abjectly 
and unadviiedly coniented to, and the V|- 
55ir, jcontented with thi$ fccurijy, wait^ 
the arrival of his brother, without proceed- 
ii>g further. Theie events feU o.u( about 
thc'l)egiiining of the year 1719.. 

Seyd Hojfan Alt Khan returned at •the 
head of a flrong body of horfe, ioaixiediately 
on the receipt of his brother's letters, an4 
arrivfd at Delhy the 1 4th of February 1719, 
where after a fhort conference w;ith the Vi- 
iir, and Jijeet Singh (Mahah Rajah, and 
father-in-law to ^pe Emperor) and with 
feveral principal Omrahs, they tall proceed- 
ed to the apartment of ^ring .Zeie'^ 
daughter in the caftle of &//>3i^«r, and de- 
manded the dtlivc^vy of J^q^eeil a/ 'Dtrjaatf 
. {(ov)toi RaffeeUalKqddfy thisdioxx-ol Baba^ 
- Shaw} a youth about 17 years, of age, prQ- 
. claimed him Emperor of Indi^an, aiid 
fwore allegiance to .him* ,.. ,. 

Pro- 



, PjrpQ«ic(|tog thence to the p4ace with ^^^ 
Ih^ii^fwjjv King, ^s ipdn as they came into j^ljl^jj 
the Epifepqe of Ftirrufibsirf thp Seyds wp^Dirjaat. 
braiilpfl ;him with' p^?fidy an4 ingratitijde, 
aii4 -^rf Singb wi^h the breach of his cor 
xpn^ltion path, in impofii^ the Jcfcrah (Or 
poll ta;^) upon the Hindoos^ they then di- 
vefted him of his fword, and enfigns of 
royalty, and with Ijttjc ceremony informed 
him they had railed Rdffeeil Dtrjg^at to the 
throne, to whonji ^y forced him to pay 
i^beifance, and then imprifonefl him in i 
tower over the principal gate oif the citadeL 

The day after hifl itoprifonipptit he \jras ^m^^ 
ferabjy deprived of his fight ; onthefecon4 
day, he attempted to finiSi his torments by t 
doie of poifon, but it proved ineffedtual; on 
the third day, the Vizir fent executioners to 
ftrangle him; but fbon as he felt the cord 
about his neck (ftill wretchedly defirous of 
life)he interpofed his hands ahd forcibly broke 
it, dragging on thus a miferable l?eing until 
the next day, the 24!^ qf Feikuofy 15^19^ 
when he was at laft ftranglecji after a reign of 
Jittle more than fpur years ; Mr, Erqjer fays 
fevien, but this cannot be ; for, by his own 
fhewing, ^z^m^'Z^^^ deceafcd in the begin- 
hitjg 9f the year 707, his fon, Shaw Allum^ 
1-eigned fix years, that is, to the beginning of v . 
the year 17135 Furrukbsp- was murdefcd in '^ 
D a the 



(36) 
the beginning of the year 1719* fo that if 
hi& fucceffion had been uninterrupted, ft 
could have been no more than fix years ; 
but the intervening reign' of his uncle, Mauz 
O'dtn Jebandar Sbaw, who fal w% the 
riirone 1 8 months, rtdttces the reigitof Fi^r- 
rui&ssr to four years and fix momha. 

The Seyds Ending they had miftaken the 
genrus of the younr Emperor Dirjaat^ 
(whom they had raifcd to the throne in pre- 
ference to his elder brother Rqffeeil al Dow* 
htt as judging his youth would be more 
-'••• fubfervient to their views) took him off by 
j^^//^/poifon, when he had reigned about three 
D*wUit. months, and raifed to the throne his eldeft 
ijr*^ ^"^ hrother, juft abovementioned, who aflumed 
the ftile and title of Shaw Jeban, fKsng oj 
tbeWorU.) 

The brothers, intoxicated with their ex- 
cefs of power, began by various adts of 
opprefiion to create themfelves enemies 
from all quarters, the univerfal hatred of 
the people for their rfepeated murders, co- 
operating with the envy of the prirK:ipal -Rj* 
jabs and Omrabs^ (who could endure no 
longer to fee the Seyds cngrofs wholly a power 
and authority in the Empire, which they 
themfelves wanted a fliare in) a powerfiH 
party was now formed againft them. . 

At 
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At the head of this confederacy wer^ 5^i- 
^ejee Jeet Singhj (more commonly known 
hy the name of Rajah Jaij Singh J Gapanl 
Singh Bowderee^ znd Chiva/ram "Royp all 
puiflant Rajahs ; the firft named being he- 
TCiiitary governor of the fortrcfs of Agra.^-^ 
Here it is in point that we recite an anec* 
dote of this empire^ which is npt generally 
known. 

When the Hindoo Rajahs or Princes- of 
Indojicn fubmitted to I'amerldne^ it was on 
thcfe capital ftipulations : That the Empe- . 
rors fhould marrv a daughter oi Rajah Jeet 
^£ingh*s houfe ; tnat Ae head of this houfe 
ihould be, ill perpetuity, g6vernors of the 
citadel of jSgra, and anoint the King at his 
coronation 5 and, that the Emperors (hould 
never impofe the jdTerah (orpoU tax) upon 
the Hindoos. We beg leave to apologize 
for this (as we thought) neceffary digrcflion, 
and proceed. 

Thefe three powerful Rhaafepoof Rajahs j Anm 

with fome difcon tented Omrahs, withdrew *7«9* 

. themfelves, and aflembled together in the 

neighbourhood of Jlgra i 2Xidi on the firft 

intelligence of the murder of Raffeeil Dir-^ 

jaat, releafcd (from a forty years imprifon- 

ment in the caftle of ^graj Nicosir, a fon 

pf the great Ekhban and proclaimed hin^ 

P 3 Em- 



JEp^poror; ap4|»ife4 a'refpeaaWci.lrmy t( 
Support their . eledion againft that of lh( 
^^ infavor of Sib^w Jehan. 

On the firft.jnptJte of this? formidable 

jconvjpeititcjr, &eyd Hofafi Alt JCban was dif- 

.p.^t^ed at the h€;ad of forty thpirikod hofib 

.jpxyaFjis;^^^^^:^ ^&n{i . w^§ met \Vithin four 

miles of that city by Nicosirs forces, under 

the command of Jeet iSingh j who putting 

•l^irpfclf at the tfcad of. hA^J^hapfepaofSyrin- 

.^^}^y charged ^d Hoffm 'My:.KJhafi% 

.army? a long ^and\oi<K)dy cJ^ijfti^^ enfudd, 

wWcin at laft,tiVif^i/r>.fDr^^SiLWgan to 

give way,; wheiK thj? :-R^^e?/A %.tlic 

. ^acn^pje of; thgif R^h '^jm, SmgkJi ^h^'\ 

for cpjKjueft orf death). f her batUchi^J ^ fud- 
dei% turn ; HoffofirAly J^n\s tro9pfif, ftnick 
with terror at feeing' tha|: dr?a^dvtig«^r 
and thf fury Tvithwh^ch t^c Rk^epo^tsxe- 
turned to the charge^ fbon tuffl^ed their 
backs and fied^ difregarding as well the he- 
roic example, -as-meriaccs of thejir^^eral, 
who J^nding all i^ndcayours to rally them 
fru^tlefs, made the beft retreat he coul4 with 
' jthem.;* 

§haw Jehan wifdy profiting by the tf- 
ror, which had proved fatal to Mum^Odin^ 
\n a fituation fimilar to his own, itpraediately 
jfppk the field With the Vizir SeyJ^SdaM 

/' ' Khan. 
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f»fl-cb>^^s rutt;ol«.<^n' this: )udiciotiS 

with his beaten troops joined the £tn|)C«^ 
before the Rajah could overtake him : 
^(bi'liitfMiftf -^^g^.gi^7< fatonuSedlwith 
thiifi0iifei»msti^«rdibs;H^ 'dacijlvr battle^ 
«i3iidi toad tqodcmw»ft9 .th«r pdTdfBonnof 
i^fldlii^^htynEiitfvrey^iii^ddl^ited sintil tlui 
^J^ldd^pa^nibci ; j;;s>."'~ ■ '.-.•.;.■; i! . •.; 

HojfanAli Kbaht it was faid, felefted 
tfaSr'e^i^g- HeiRar&iitjk^ob^e, "a body- of 
3j|QiOOil^s&^t«miipafeda]|cio£<iiabal6»n o^- 
■<ii»9j^^a9»iiowfie^eftr[£ixcpii^d, that 
cllR^^(Sitllifttjicce»afid;to ^thing cl& in -die 
•«UMt^lmig;'<u%;(g«m6ini: but Sie. cutting 
^(^:o0«akliig)fiii)ic^er'M;axi!r, or ^iff/ iS/i«^i6. 
.:jii'5 yv^na b"*r /-I-.i../'. t ; . 

■^ ItheJiatde begin, foon "after fiin-rife the 
'^exiT' f^ni^fitn^^^^'andp ^as'> fought with in- 
i^iedilifterfo^^ ajnt ob^inacy, fpc th^^ace 
- miS, D 4 of 
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of three hours; bat at length the|Mrty 
tbovementioned Co well e xe cuted what they 
had in charge, that they took Nicosir pri« 
foner, which be^ng immediately known td 
iiis party^ they were fi>on after dsfirated^ or 
rather retreated ; for in thefe eafttrn battles, 
if die principal on either fide is killed or 
taken prifoner, there is an end generally to 
the conteft, — f— The iffue ci this hattJe» 
which was fought about the middle of June 
I J 1^9 on the plains of Fatteaiiad$ put 
Shaw "Jtbftn iQ tnvi(]pU. poiTeffion dl the 
Empire, 

The Emperor «ve Nie^jir the choice of 
death, or lofs of fig|iti he preferjed the ktt 
ter, which was executed on him in the 
field of battle, and then was conducted back 
to his prifon at Agra ; a melanchcdy Vidioi 
to the ambitipn of others. 

Savagee J^i Singb^ with a feleft body 
of Rbaafepoats^ by a well condu^fccd ^retreat 
recovered jlgra^ and was ibon after reoon*- 
ciled to the King and admitted to favot^, 
conformable to ^c fteady policy of this^ 
vernment, in keeping a good underilanduig 
with the principal: Rajahs, and more eipe* 
cially with the bead of this houie, who is 
ever capable of raifing and fomenting a very 
fprmidable party, upon any iqtendpd revo- 
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llHiottiitttliis^ delpotia aijd precarious mo* 
nardiy. 

' SAatik JeBan lived not long to enjoy his. 
• hi^ dignity, for he decea^d by a natural 
death, foon after his return to- ZJ^/fty, to- 
:iyard$ the Ifitter eftd;of the year 1719^ 
Happy ! ^we may fyy, in having made thia 
qiiiiet a^ eafy exit j' for h^d he difcovered 
a wi0i to make hiniifelf a iCiV?^ incked, it i» 
more than prolsable h^ would have fliared 
the ikm» fate With his 4:hree pr^s^JecefTors. 

His death for fbme days was concealed 

.hy-the^iHguiaf addreft ofthe 5(y^^ and 

-iSbJim jfiiKbiH^; on the night of the day 

^-dtiZtShaw yeban deceafed, privately fet 

.^ftat wth a fmail but fele^St party of horfe 

-'iar^«rr^*hefe he pub)i(hed . his death j 

imd with the participatioo of the Mhaahab 

Bajjih, Sam^e Jeet Singh immediately pro- 

^woi^ hlab(mm€(l SAaw^ Emperor of^ In^ 

Jb^m.\ who M>as by the Rajah anointed ac- 

>c^ingly. M$bdinm€d^bav> ,^»z,^ the only 

ihn of Kbf^ftab Akbter before mentioned, 

the yodftgeft fcij of Sbaw^ Allum. Soon 

jcfter, the Viair and the other great officers 

ei the crown arrived at Agra to pay their 

ifubmi^ipii to the new Emperor, jand were 

^ confirn^id their poAs^ 

- ,:; :> Ma- 



by the firft movements of the Sey(Ut thtc 
though he was raifed to the poflcfliori of the 
tofigns and feXfwIotS bf royalty, I^q^ was in 
iW^et little better thaiv^i prifoHer vi- ftal^* 
T^^iilft the two^ brbthers exerdfed the uaw 
eOnffduled atttho]^ity-4hey had'fo Idngaini 
fotcrfsfully uftirpdd. He did- noit 'w«kt 
courage, but Jiliinly fa\v thdl- pA-^^rwtp 
too great to be *tfiicked by <^>ew foitck>y h# 
therefore wtfe^, fbf Ibme time, di^n^Mcd 
his ieiitinnienti ^vA refefitmeAts,^ ^sMsSi b^ 
could form a proper judgment who amongfl 
Ihe Oimrahs afrd <^fficfers W«r^ fiiift' wofAy, 
and in whom he could with Safety to hiti%i 
felf put a perfciSfc confidence; 






It was not-long belofe^ii^* jsferieffH^MI 
pointed out the perfons he fodj^t for 4 -jlfail 
^mmed Amin Khatiy H^ydi^^fS^ullKhaH\ an4 
Kdndqran^ all Oipr ^hi of t(i6 '^rft radc, Mk 
was wfell affufeds were inv4^t^Mte«thou0i| 
tJoncealed enemiesto the iS^j^-) idthefirOiijp- 
rahs therefofe he ventured to open hiirtfelf^ 
^bout the middle' of -^^(jy*^ 1^2^ m9l 
moft pathetically lamenied^ his* abj^^ft ^ 
pendant ftaie, undeir the tyramtf^oi the S^d^ 
imploring their afliftanceto cijltricate ah4 
free him, them^felvfes, aad his |>eople> ffbd^ 
their ufurped power^ -^ :- J..:-;.", ; : * Ms 
^ - ' Thii 
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•rhfe wert«fre froift i^^ l^pi^hr' m^ 
ig^Jth a watm tecfeptioii from thfe ^mrkhs/5 
thtf 6i^c^fi6i\\ty' to him, iSnd fcte> cmi fe& 
part, fwore that Mahommed Amtm JfCh'an 
#amW foscc^ed to tjie Vizirtit ; Kbondoran to 
nXit Mhir Bukhfph ^il4 be' created' ^wi^rW 
<i)^>/raj& J and that fl^^^"^ «^# Kh^n, - JAVfeo 
%^ atthfedtoe'GdA^ral'^ the Or<kitoice) 
(flrould <5bt^m the S6)ibfitljdary of Ahmeddh 
ifai.f ■ ^ ^--^^^ ^- * ' -Y"" "^'^ ■ .' ■ ■'■' ' 

rjfi:;::: ^.: ...:.,: . '>-;;'•'• * ' ' 

*;:vThefe'pr^ttiii?arie8 Tettle^y ahd the iSd^ 
44ty:^«)f i^rf^efe Omrahte ' ifecttped mdi'6 % 
-iMk&g ititHeir owtt tetbi^^Gaufe^ thttfi 
•iiromuay ittaichmsrrt tti^ theji^^al iamily, 
!a favpuraMi^^^pccdkai • %«s ' Only^ WaCfctiHg* j 
rand flie^S^ji^tfeemfelvfes^ontribakd in fdriic 
degree to> their' <wn^dt^*^nfai}, — -fop l)ow ^ the 

Jong \ivAsd;^\t\gf\^^^tXy^ 

£ ,ThenfirAraa oi}\!At^^^ds powef^^fifter 

*the acxreflipn of Mabommed Shnit>, i**ai9 to 

oblige \\ivci ' to' ^<A^tt 'Nizam at Mututk a 

tray tor, and demand his appearance at 

!<C0urjE.-'' > > --' /"*'•' ^ '■•" ^^' 

• jyfe^ihad been long obnoxious to the 

• ^ds: the infurrediort raifedby Rajakjeet 

^ingh infarour pf Nicosir, had prevented 

their 
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their looking towards hitn ibonef; bat 
now, having fixed Mabommed Show on the 
throne, they determined to fapprefs hinu 

Nizam, well kfiowing there was no nie- 
dium between death and the jealoufy of the 
jS^ry^x, in place of paying obedience to the 
royal mandate, killed the gurlhurdars (mcf»- 
fcngers) that brought it 5 advanced from 
his government of Malva to Eugon, where 
he fcized the royal treafure ; from thence 
he penetrated into DeCcan, the goverrinient 
^f Seyd Hqfan Alt Khan, attacked the ca- 
pital of the province and took it, affiimed 
the . Soubafhip, and fending bis Niabs, ot 
deputy governors to every part, diiplaced 
thofe 01 Hojjan Ali Khan, and treated even 
his women with great indignities : After 
(thefe exploits (to which it was.faid he was 
.privately inftigated by the Emperor, put- 
pofcly to exafperate the Seyds) he wrote the 
mod fubmiflive letter to tne Emperor, exte- 
nuating and palliating the ncceflity of a 
conduS, to ^yhich the tyranny and injuf- 
tice of the Seyds had drove him. 

On news of the outrages' conunittod 
by Nizam in the Deccariy the Emperor put , 
on a well diflembled rage, and fwore by 
Mahomet he would take the field againfl the 
rebel hipxfelf. This refolution was the refult 

of 



t)f a private conference with his afTociated 
Omrahs, it being judged the firft neceflary 
flep for the reduflion of thefe dangerous 
Srdtifers^ was to fcparatc them ; accordingly 
the Emperor ordered the Vizir Seyd jibdah 
lab Khan to return to Delby^ to fuperintend 
the civil adminiftration, and prefcrve the 
peace of that city during his abfence ; and . 
himfelf, with Seyd Hojan Alt Khan^ and 
the reft of the Omrahs, took the field on 
the 28th of September 1720, with a royid 
and puiffant army, for tne pretended re-' 
dudion of the rebel Nizam al MuluL 

The Emperor made a long march that 
day towards Deccarij and- encamped late in 
the evening ; here the , means for aflafli- 
nating SeyaHoJfan Alt Khan were adjufted 
by the three Omrahs, to whom the King 
left the execution of this important event : 
they found it neceflary now to difcover their 
dcfign to feveral other Omrahs, who they 
. knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds^ 
and were as inveterate as themfelves. Amongft: 
thefe, one Byddr Kbatty a fmall Munfub- 
dar of diftingijifhed courage^ was pitched 
upon to perpetrate the deed, and as the at- 
tempt muft be attended with apparent ha- 
zard to Hyddr yLhariy Mahommed Amim 
Khan, and Heydr Kuli Khan, to encou- 
rage him, folemnly engaged to be at hand 

with 



5vith a feleuSt jlarjy to refcue hiril ftpm 4^ 
, f age of fli:^;^ -^/ Kbano followers; 

Early the next morning th« %nal wajr 
made for decafpping, and $^d Hofan we|k 
into the Emperor's tent to pay hjs ot^cijaace 
and receive ;his qrders j all the Omral^ 
and officers, as Cufjtomary, wpre round ^^ 
«taat; i^^^/r iiC^^^z;? placed ^)m^lf at the 
door With a petition in his hand : as ibon s^ 
Seyd HqfJ'an came put of his tent, and hid 
letted himfelf in his pallenl^en, Hyddr 
Khan prcfented his petition, and whilft Seyd 
Hofjan was attentively perufing it, theaflaffirt 
ilabbfed hkn with his kunjaar (dagger) be- 
tween the neck and collar bone, of which 
ivoand he inftantly 4»pifed. 

Notwithftanding the folemn engagenient 
to refcue Hyddr Kban^ it was judged expe- 
dient to facrifice this daring man, that his 
deith might blunt and fatiate in fome n^ea- 
fure the wrath of thofe guards who were ill 
immediate attendance on the General's pcr- 
ibn, by whojn Hyd4r fCban was aflaultcd 
,wijh the utmoft fury, arid though, draw- 
ing his fcymiter, he defended himfelf with 
ailoniAing bravery for fome time, yet over- 
powered by numbers he was cut to pieces y 
yet the tumult raifed about the body did 
.»p.t ceafe, , until Mahofnmed Amim Khant 



tro^. cam^ fip to <^ell it i the Eq[fpjea9f 
. i3)oan(ing:)iis^l^phant and caufing procla^ 
Haatioa-^ ^ made to tbe-army, th^ the 
^n^r al Omrab was kflkd by }iis ordd*, thfi 
CQqfQiion:ivi}3fided; except in one qmrtor, 
when five thoqfand troops, commgAded by 
ykraij ^iCb^n^ nQ^\k&9f to the deceafcd Ge- 
nqpziy |)fc^Ml;hed nothing li^ r^i^enge : be- 
tween >t(^4-And t^ tfy^, Ifpops. a O^p 
confli(St^ei^^,.in which, many were kilied 
(on bothQdf^) ampng^ whom was a {on of 
^ Mohomvu^/^mm, Khah \^ but Jierdtt Kh^m, 
fallii^g by ao^ arrow difcharged by the I^g, 
(w^itvw^'faid cniptied. three quiyers ia 
.the engagement) the reft called for quarter. 

The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 
Eeyd Bofan Jdi Klmn^ fat upon his elephant 
ami faw. the ibldierSj, by bis perouilion, 
plunder it of, a khofQre of Rupees; the 
jewels 'fpi^nd there to an equal amount were 
appropriated .tp his own ufe. 

MabonmKd:Sha7i)x ^^ible that but half 

the wodc jvas dpiie^ wiiilft Seyd jikd^ilab 

Khan fur^ived, -iqipjediately directed his 

n>argh, towards Delhy^ declaring Mabomm^ 

,Amm Khan Vizir, and KMndoran, Emhir 

jdOmrah. 

Abr 
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MMlab Khan was not f»r firOtn hdfy^ 
when an cxprcfs from yieratt J^an ovcf- 
took him, advifing him of the tragical 
death of his brother 5 he faw his own danger, 
and inftantly difpatched a trufty officer wi^ 
a party of horfe to that city, with orders fo' 
return immediatdv with Sultan Ibrabvh^ 
younger brother of the Emperor's, Rqffeeil 
al Dirjaat^ and Raffeeil al Dawlat. The 
officer executed his commiffion with great 
celerity, and being returned with Sultan 
Ibrahim^ Abdallab proclaimed that young 
Prince Emperor of Indofiani then putting 
himfelf at the head of a numerous army, 
he marched back to meet Mabommed Sbaw. 

The two armies met the latter end of 
OBober^ Anno 1720, and a bloody battles 
enfued : Vi6lory ftood doubtful a long time 
to which (he ihofuld give the day; but 
when Abdallab was on the verge of fnatch- 
ing a certain conquefl, a feafonable re-in* 
forcement turned the iffiie in favor of the 
Emperor ; for during the heat of the en- 
gagement Dtababadr (nephew oiCbhalram 
Governor of Eleabas) arrived with a freffi 
body of troops; thefe affaulting the rear and 
flank of Abaallah's army with the greateft 
intrepidity, a total defeat and rout foon fol- 
lowed. Seyd Abdallab Khan was taken pri- 
foner; the Emperor fpared his life, in con- 

fideration 
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fideration of his owing him the crown he 
wore, but cohdemned him to perpetual 
imprifonment (as recited more minutely by 
Mr. FraferJ fequeftring his vaft pofTeflions 
and wealth to his own ufe. 

Thus fell the Seyds Hoffan jilt Khan, 
znd jidallah Khan, by a reverfe of fortune 
too common to be very remarkable; the 
wonder isl that they fliould have main- 
tained themfelves fo long (in this defpotlc 
and violent government) in a degree of ab- 
folate power and authority, hardly e,qualled 
in ftory, and that during the reigns of five 
fuccemvc Emperors, four of whom they 
thcmfehes had placed upon the throne. 

The laft decifive ftroke put Mahommed 
SJbaw into the quiet pofleffion of the Em- 
pire of Indojian. A long peace cnfued ; 
' and the Emperor gave a loofe to the in- 
dulgence of his natural propenfities, which 
centered only in the exceffive ufe of wine, 
women, and hunting ; to every thing elfe he 
hccaa^fic regardlefs; the reins of govern- 
ment in time flackened, confufion in the 
Empire followed ; every Omrah was plan- 
ing for himfelf, and none thought of the 
fubltc. Thcfe univerfal dlforders endange- 
red, in confequence, the health and well 
E being 
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being of the ftate ; and paved the way 
for the invafion of the Empire by Nadir 
Shaw in the year 1738 (fo accurately invef-^ 
tigated by Mr. FraJerJ brought about by 
the intrigues of Nizam al MuUuck. This 
minifter after the redudtiop of the &eyds 
was ibon taken into favor, and confirmed 
in the government of Deccan^ or rather 
maintained himfelf there by his own 
ftrength, as an independant Ibvereign* 

My readers will eafily perceive, that in 
the foregoing recital 1 have followed the 
thread of Mr. Frafers concife narrative; 
and have only deviated from him in thofe 
parts, where my materials afiforded mc 
fuller intelligence, and in variety of tranf- 
adtions which he (obvioufly) thought lay 
out of the way of his main-obje^ ; his 
intention being very evidently no more, 
than to give a connefted catalogue of the 
Mogulls from Timur Lungy ( Tamarlam) 
and at the fame time convey a flight view 
of the progreflive ftate and condition of the 
Empire of Indofiariy as neceiTarily prepara- 
tive to the period of Nadir S&aw's invafion 
of it, without embarraffing himfelf with 
any more of the particular circumftances 
attending the fucceffions, than were con- 
fiftent with, and immediately in point to 

his 
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lis defign. All that I wifli or hope for 
From /h's produdtion is, that it may be 
jftccmcd an illuftration only of that inge- 
[lious and learned gentleman's work, com- 
prifcd within the fpace, from Auring Zebes 
demife to the reduftion of the Seyds. 
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Tran/aSfions in the Subahdary of Bengal 
from the year 17 17 to the year ij§ 
inclufive. 

OUR prefcnt fubjc<a calls us back 10 
the reign of Furrukbstr^ when JafifF 
Khan, an Omrab oli great confideration liai^ 
kitereft at court, ruled thefe provinces with 
a rod of iron. His name to this day. is 
remembered with deteftation; to fill J»is 
coffers, he inflidled the mod cruel puniii- 
ments on the Rajahs and Ztmindars^,\rj 
ways and means unheard of, and unknown, 
but in this Eaftern government: he alfo 
highly oppreffed the Europeans fettled in 
thefe parts ; yet, notwithftanding his very 
mal- adminiftration, he had the addre^ to 
obtain the governments of Bahar and 
Orijfa^ united with that of Bengal in his 
pcrfon, which ever before had been diftinft 
and feparate Nabobfhips. 

: With 
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, With this new acquifition of power, he 
removed from Dacca^ which, until that 
time» had been the chief refidence of the 
Soubahs, to Morjhadabad, which city now 
became the capital of the provinces. 

yaffir Kban had a favourite daughter, 
i^hom he married to Soujab Kban, a native 
of DelJby of Ibme diftindUon ; this perfbn 
iwras appointed NiaA^ or deputy governor of 
Orijfa, when "Jafftr Khan changed the feat 
of His chief refidence, and quitted Dacca. 

Soujab Khan, by his marriage with the 
Sfoubah's daughter, had two ions born to 
him, the eldeft named Mahommed Tukbee 
Kban^ the younger Sufiraaz Khan. The 
firft had conftantly reuded with his father 
at Cuitack the capital of Oriffaf and the 
Other with his grandfather at Morjhadabad. 

^ Jafftr Khari% , fondnefs for . Su^raaz 
Khan was fo prevalent, that when he ob- 
tained an order from court for Soujab 
Khan's fucceeding him in the Soi^bahfhip, 
he procured at the fame time Suffraaz 
Khan to be appointed King's Dewan of the 
provinces, in prejudice to Ithe juft preten- 
lions of his elder brother Mahommed Tukhei 
Khan. 

E 3 This 
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This ill-judged mark of affeftion and 
preference in the old Soubah^ was the caufe 
of declared and unabating enmity between 
the two brothers ; though this effeSl^ pro- 
bably without that caufcy would have na- 
turally refulted from the difference of their 
genius and difpofitions, aftuated by the dif- 
ferent examples they had long before them, 

in the father, and grandfather. Soujab 

Khan was bold, rigid in government, but 
withal complaifant and affedtionatc. — Ma- 
hommed Tukhee Khan was brave and gene- 
rous, delighting in the exercifes of a foldier 
and the art of vfzx.-^jqfftr Khan was 
inveterate, avaritlous, and a monfter of 
cruelty.-^ Sufraas Khan was impetuous, 
overbearing and vindictive ; and as he had 
been a ftranger to contradidion from his 
infancy, fo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear it in the leaft degree, even 
from the mouth of wifdom.. 

j„no In the year 1725 Jafir Khan deceafcd, 

1725- to the general joy ot the provinces, and 

SotiJahKhan, haftening to the capital, took 

upon him the government; in the journey he 

was Accompanied hyMahommed TukheeKhan. 

When the brothers met, the embers of 
difguft and hatred, which had been only 
fmothered by abfence, now burft into a 

flame. 
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flame, that had well nigh confumed them 
both^ had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubah*interpofed, who finding it 
impoffible to accomplifh a reconciliation 
between them, refolved to part them; and 
immediately appointed Mahommed Tukbee 
KMn^ his Niab of Ortffa, with orders to 
ifet out the next day for his government. 
There in a few months he died univerfally 
lamented. His death gave his father the 
decpeft forrow, for he loved him with a juft 
and truely paternal tendernefs. 

On Soujah Khans fucceflion to the go* 
vcrnment, he releafed all the Rajahs and 
Zemindars that had been imprifoned by his 
father-in-law 5 and eafed them of fundry 
heavy taxes and impofitions, that they had 
been loaded with : calling them all before 
him, he enjoined them to attend carefully 
to the cultivation of their lands, and the 
improvement of the manuf3<9:ures: afluring 
them that in future they fliould be exempt 
from the feverities they had fuffered under 
his prcdeceffdrs; reminding them, that as 
they themfelves had long tclt the hand of 
oppteffion 5 he depended it would be a lef^ 
fon to them, not to opprefs the tenants de- 
pendant on them : then with a peremptory 
tone telling them, that if any were found 
deficient in their annual payments, their 
E 4 lands 
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lands (hould be taken from them, and given 
to others ; he gracioufly difmifled them td 
their rcfpeiSive diftrids. 

SotyabKban taking intoconfideration the 
fmall {landing force of the provinces, thaC 
until his time never exceeded the number 
of five or fix hundred horie, determined to 
enlarge it to as cnany thoufands, which he 
foon accomplished. He then made fundr/ 
regulations refpe<5ting the trade of the pro-, 
vinces, both inland and foreign; cafling^ 
hia eyes particularly on the Europeans ; and 
attentive that they (hould not clandeftinely 
partake of greater immunities and advan« 
tages^ than the terms of their Fbirmaundsp 
or grants, gave them a title to. 

To this end, he encreaied the number 
of Cbowiee's (or places for the receipts o£ 
cuftoms) to twenty, upon the ieveral rivers, 
whereas before his government there were 
only two, Buxjh Bundar, and Azimgunge. 

This wife and iblid conduct, had it's natu- 
ral andpropcr cffe(fts,thc provinces foon wore 
a different face, commerce and manufadures^ 
flourished, and in a very few years he was 
enabled greatly to increafe the royal revenue, 
and ftipulate to pay into the royal treafury 
annually, one Kbororf, one Lac, one thou-/ 
■ " ' fand 
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{knd one hundred and ontjlcca Rupees, 
over and above forty Lacs of Rupees, zn^ 
nually remitted to court, to different 0/w- 
roAs refiding there, on account of their 
Jagbir lands ; in confequence, his intereft Jnff 
at court was ftrengthened, himfelf cfta- *75o* 
blifhed in his government, and the fuccciP 
fibn by grant fecured in his family* 

^ Having brought the Soubah Soujab 
Khan to this happy and honourable period, 
and given a general view of the ftate of 
thefe opulent provinces 5 we nc3ft propolb^ 
to trace the caufes, circumftances, and pro- 
grefs of an extraordinary ufurpation of this 
government, in the beginning of the year 
1742- 

'Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati- 
tudc, treachery and violence of two artfut 
adventurers, were the feemingly apparent 
caufes of this ufurpation; yet without 
other co-operating incidents, thofe (too 
common fuccefsful auxiliaries in the inva- 
fion of right) would have proved inef-^ 
feftual. 

The fecret fprings of the juft mentioned 
co-operating incidents, were known but to 
fcwj and we venture to aver, were never 
put together before the penning of the 

manu* 
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ma^nufcrljpts, A. D. 175O9 alluded to in the 
preliminary difcourfe to this work, froix^ 
which manufcript the author of theReflpc^ 
tions, as befoire remarked, diiingenuouily 
took as his own, what he calls his ^^ Short 
** fketch of the hiftory of Bengal ^ from 
<* the year 1739 to the year 1750 ♦." 

Aliverdt Khan and Hodjee Hamet, were 
brothers, natives of Tartaryy and fol- 
lowers of fortune. In this purfuit thejr 
arrived at the court of Delhy^ about 
the year 1721, and put themfelves under 
the protei^on of the then Vizir Khondoran. 
In their genius and qualifications they dif- 
fered extreamly; the elder, Hodjee Hornet f 
was of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
difpofition, well Ikilled in political learning, 
and a profound judge of the nature of 
mankind; with theje talent s^ he poflefled 
not a fingle moral principle capable of im- 
peding them in their full career, and there- 
fore became every way qualified for the 
tranfa<aions of this Eajiern (or indeed any 
othfer) court. 

♦ Reciting the fame chain of faSs as they ftand in 
the manufcript, with little variation, except the poor 
difguife^of here and there a different mode of expref- 
fion, interfperfed with a few trite refleSfions^ which are 
furely bis own. We thought this note highly neceffary, 
left we fhould incur the undeferved cenfure of retail- 
ing at fecond hand the labors of another. 

' Aliverdi 
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Alwerdi Khan was bold and daring, bred 
to arms, and ikilled in all the duties of a 
foldier, enterprifing, of ready underftand- 
ing, and naturally virtuous and honorable, 
until thefe amiable qualities were perverted 
and fiibdued, by the infligations and evil 
counfels of his brother, and his other ta- 
lents made fubfervient to Hamef^ ambitioqs 
views of aggrandifing their obfcure family. 

Hodjee acquired this title from his hav- 
ing in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
Hodge y (or the tomb of Mabommed at 
Mecca) a duty which the Khoran impofea 
on every Mujfelman once in his life, either 
in perfon or by proxy ; and he who per- 
forms it in perfon, thereby obtains for life 
the honorary appellation of Hodjee^ and is 
much reverenced by the true believers in 
their prophet. 

It has been confidently aflerted, and as 
currently believed in Bengal^ that Hodjee 
Harriet had been preferred at Delhy^ to the 
poft of mafter, or keeper of the crdwn 
jewels ; with the moft valuable of which 
it was faid he eloped, and afterwards fane- 
tified this theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca ; 
but upon the flric^eft enquiry we pronounce 
' this report an afperfion of his enemies, 
having the beft authority for faying neither 

of 
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of the brothers appeared at court before 
the vear 1721 : — but the improbability of 
the ladt fpeaks it a calumny— their origi- 
nal obfcurity is allowed on all hands ; can 
it then poffibly gain credit, that cither of 
them (hould be preferred to a poft; which 
is ufually beftowed on one -of the firft Om- 
rahs of the Empire? 

But if we (hould admit (what alio has 
been aflerted) that Hodjee was for a fliort 
Ipacc in the fervice of the ieeper of the 
crown jewels, and might have it in his 
power to commit the theft allcdged againft 
him ; yet the fadt remains equdly impro- 
bable; for can it be believed that after {o 
atrocious a crime, both the brothers (hould 
obtain the patronage and recommendation of 
KAondoran ?^^Which they certainly brought 
with them to Cuttac (the refidence of the 
Nabob Soujab Khan J Anno 1722. 

Jhmo On their arrival, they were taken into 
>7^^- the fervice of Soujab Dowla^ as immediate 
attendants on his perfon ; Hodjee in capacity 
of his firft Kijlmutgar (or valet) and Alt- 
*verS, his Chilum Purdaar (drefTer or rather 
keeper of his fmoaking pipe) with the ad- 
ditional pay and denomination of a feappy 
or foot foldier. 

Their 
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Their rife from thefe menial ftations was 
rapid, but not aftonifhing in a country 
ivhere fuperior talents ever make their way 
to fpeedy promotion. — The Nabob very 
fqon difcovered in Hodjee an extenfive ge- 
nius and underfianding in men and things; 
and Hodjee as foon found out the greats and 
almoft only foible of his mafter; which was 
an ungovernable appetite for variety of 
women. 

. Hodjee benefited himfelf of this ruling 
pafiion, and by indefatigable attention and 
Viduftry out-ran even the Nabob*s defires 
—•the compiler of the Rejie^ions fays, 
Hodjee proftituted, " and made a facrificc 
** of his own daughter to his matter's 
^* luft:'* we confefs we never heard of it 
before ; be this as it may, it is moft certain 
that Hodjee by indulging and feeding this 

gaffion, quickly gained an afcendant over 
is mafter, and had the diipofal of all 
places of fmall importance i and as he was 
obferved to be the growing favourite, all 
fuits and petitions were preferred through 
his mediation. 

Aliverdi Kharis extraordinary military 
genius did not efcape his matter's notice ; 
he was foon promoted to be Jemmautdar 
of the Nabob's foot guards, and not long 

after 
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after Jyrcfcrrcd to a command of borie at 
the interccffion of his brother — ^Thc ruling 
paffion of Hodjee^ was an unboanded tbirfl: 
of riches ; but whilft he labored to extend 
his influence over his mafter^ as conducive 
to the fatisfying this vice^ he was ever 
watchful and attentive, that his brother's 
intereft went hand in hand with his own* 

To thefe ends he daily made himfeliT 
more and more ufeful to Soujab Khan^ and 
being well verfed in the arts of financing, 
and the invention of nvays and means f hia 
importance was confirmed : (this being the 
moft ufeful and eflential duty of a minifter 
in the Eaji^zs well as in die Weft. J He was 
alfo an exquifite and penetrating Jhy upon 
the aftions of all the Niabs and otner offi- 
cers employed under the Nabob, with 
whom he fecretly planted his own emiflJa- 
ries, fo that nothing was tranfadled in any 
part of the province of Oriffhy that his 
mafter had not the moft early intelligence 
of. 

The government of Indojlan is perhaps 
the only government in the world, where 
the charadter of 2ifpy is not attended with 
reproach and infamy j here it is dignified 
and honourable. The Emperor and all the 
Soubahs of the provinces entertain an offi- 
ce 
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Cer with this title, who is always a pcrfon 
of confiderationj but like Satan ho is more 
generally feared than loved. Hodjee pbf^ 
fefibd not the title of the Nabob's Uircar- 
raby (fpy) hut he virtually was Ho^ and by 
this pra<3:ice, did not a little gain upon his 
oaafter's confidence, and thereby fmoothed 
the way to defigns, which about this titae, 
jiwio 1724, tegan to open upon him; 
though he yet concealed them even from 
his brother. 

The influence and power of tiie two j^^^ 
brothers acquired new ftrength every day, 1724, 
in fuch fort, that at the clofe of this year 
they had gained a full dominion over- the 
aftions and inclinations of the Nabob; 
who at this period fucceeded to the govern- 
ment of the three provinces by the demife 
of the Soubah Jqfftr Kban^ as before re- 
cited in the former part of this chapter : 
the brothers' attended him to the capital, ^^^^ 
where the icenc of a(9^on became enlarged^ xji^. 
and more adequate to their different, 
though equally cnterprizing fpirits. Hodjee 
Hamet was foon declared prime minifter, 
and Aliverdi promoted to a command of 
horfe of the firft diftindion. 

The firft judicious movements made by 
Scujah Khofi on his coming to the Sou- 

bahfhip, 
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bah/hiDi (already recorded) were it was Md 
the reudt of the faluCary councils of Hodjee 
Hamet.-^BvLt if we admit the fadt, let us 
not too haftily conclude that this adirice 
flowed from any principle of affection to 
his mailer, or regard to nis honor, or from 
a commiferation of the fufFering Rajabs ; 
no, thefe worthy confiderationswere foreign 
to his heart, as appeared from the whole 
tenor of his future condud : the moderate 
councils and meafures adopted by the Sou* 
bah, raifed the credit of the minijier only, 
who (bv itports of his emiflaries difperfed 
about the city and country) had the fole 
honor of a clemency ftridly due to the Sou- 
bah's goodnefs of heart, and averfion to 
, the pradices of his predcceflbr. 

The minifter by this artful procedure 
gained many friends, and by fecret ftipula- 
tions with the enlarged Rajahs, he filled his 
own coffers, to the injury of the public- 
revenue. In the degree that the miniftec 
'gained credit and influence in the provinces 
•*-the Soubah funk in the opinion of the 
people (a very natural confequence) and 
refting fecure in the fuppofed integrity and 
extenfive abilities of Hodjee Hamet^ he 
abandoned himfelfto the full enjoyment of 
his ruling pafjioriy and the government to the 
abfolute difpofal of the minifter, who with- 
5 o^t 
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out contfoul, put in, put out, removed, 
difplaeed and preferred to every poft of 
profit, whomfoever he pleafed, and by this 
traffic ibon acquired immenfe Mrealth : 
taking care to keep his mafter buried in 
fenfuality, ftill fupplying the flame that had 
pofTeffion of him with frcfli fewel ; ran- 
facking the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the moft beautiful 
women that could be procured to anfwer 
his purpofes ; and it was confidently (and 
we believe truely) faid, that he carried his 
panderifm fo far, as never to appear at the 
Soubah's nodurnal levee, without fome* 
thing of this kind in his hand, formed to 
attrad: and engage his attention. 

Whilft Hodjee Hamet was thus employed 
in eftablifliing his own power and fortune, 
and blinding the Soubah during the firil 
three or four years of his government; 
his brother Aliverdi Khan began to think 
himfelf neglected; but Hodjee foon con- 
vinced him of his miflake. 

Hitherto Aliverdi had not in his own 
perfon acquired any confiderable luftre, 
except from the light thrown upon it by 
refledlion^ from his brother being the. mi- 
nifter ; in his military capacity he had a 
few opportunities given nim of (hining 
JP" alone. 
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alone^ botli at Orijj'a and Bengal, juft ftlf- 
ficient to gain the belief of nis being an 
intrepid officer: but now the time was 
come to bring his talents upon the ftage in 
a more confbicuous view, an occafion offer- 
ing for which his brother had with impa- 
tience long waited. 

Having for fome time loft fight of the 
Soubah's only furviving fon Suffraaz Khan, 
we here think it neceflary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, bv a flight 
mention of him; his charader has been 
already delineated, he poflefled thepoftof 
King's Dewan, by appointment from court, 
and was fucceflbr apparent to the Soubah- 
fhip; he had long looked with an evil eye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Hodjee Hamet, which he thought became 
pregnant with danger, both to his father 
and himfelf — but he had not the means of 
reducing it ; the impetuofity of his temper 
burft forth fometimes in abufes, in infults 
to the minifter, who bore them with pa- 
tient fabmiflion, but heavy refentment from 
the Soubah againft his fon always follow- 
ed fuch abufe. The crafty Hodjee treafured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec- 
* koning ; he <;iaily inftilled into the ears of 
t\ik Soufciah the many extravagancies his 
fon was guilty of, which had too much 

truth 
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truth fot their fcoindation j but if that had 
not bciSn the cafe, the Soubah was too ready 
to liften to any thing to his prejudice ; for 
h6 loved him nbt — everXaying that his un- 
bridled infolence occafioned the lois, of his 
favorite and beloved fon Mabommed J'ukhee 
Khan. 

Anno 1729, th6 Nabobfhip of BatntJ be^ 
c6iiiing vacant, Hodjee^ without appearing 
in it himfelf, Influenced the then reigning 
favourite miftrefs of the Soubah (who was 
deeply in his intereft). to folicit . it for hfe 
brother; who, was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. Suf- 
Jraa% Khan upon this appointment, had 
the courage to tell his father in public 
Durbar f ** he was warming and chcrifliing 
«* two fnakes, that would fting him and 
** his family to death/* The Soubah. or- 
dered him immediately to be taken into 
cuftody ', but by Hodjee's artful interpoii- 
tion he was a.ppeafed. 

The following night the brothers held a 
long and private conference, to which feve- 
tal Rajahs and officers in thfeif confidence 
were admitted.— Here the wicked pkn 
oi Aliverdi Khans government was fettj|d, 
and he depar,ted the next day for Pafna, 
where in a few days he arrived/ and put in 
Fa .execution 
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execution the political maxims and infiruc- 
tions he had received from his brother. 

Amm The exploits of the firft fix years of his 
1729 /# government— that is from the year 1729 
''^5- jQ ihe y^j^ 1735* inclufive, were thefe 
following; by force, treachery, craft and 
policy, he fubdued moil of the Rajahs of 
the province of Baiar, fomc, by the bafefl 
diflimulation and profeflions of friendfbip, 
he drew to Patriae where he murdcFcd 
them and feized their pofTefTions, as the 

brave Sander Shaw^ &c. He then 

carried his arms againfl: the Cbukwaars, a 
brave and warlike Gentoo race, who pof- 
fefied a trad of country oppofitc Mongbeer^ 
up the river Samboo ; the prince or Rajab 
of this country had never paid tribute, or 
acknowlegcd any fubjeftion to the Soubahs 
of Bengal^ or indeed to the Mogul himfelf. 
He l^d every thing that paffed on the river 
by Mongbeer under contribution, and put 
the European fettlements to an annual: 
heavy expence of a large armament to ef- 
cort their trade to and from Patna. 

The old brave Rajah of thefe people 
(who had many tinies rought hand to hand, 
m^h the intrepid commander of our troops, 
Major Hunt J deceafed, in the year 1730, 
and was fuccecded by his fon, a youth of 

feven- 
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ieventeenj this yoong prince, intimidated 

by the examples made of fevend of the 

Bahar Rajahs, after a fhort refiftance fub- 

mitted; acknowledged allegiance to the 

Emperor, and fubjedion to the Soubah* 

An annual tribute was ftipulated^ and regu« 

larly paid for four years — a foot was fixed 

on, five miles from the moutn of Samboo, 

and thirty from the capital of the Cbuk^ 

waarsy where the prince every year met the 

Nabob's officer on a certain day; the one to 

pay, die other to receive the tribute, and 

it was agreed that they fhould have only 

tlurty attendants on each fide. 

The twentieth of OBober fAnno 1735) 

was the day of payment, at which time 

the Englijh army, under the command of 

commandant Bolcombe, lay encamped in 

Mongbeer grove, with the company's trade 

for the Patna faftory. — At eleven in the 

forenoon, we obferved a boat, which had 

. come out of Samhoo river, making for 

Patna; the commandant difpatched two 

light pulwaars after her, with orders to 

bring her to -^imagining flie had a cargo 

of fifli — the boat being brought to, and 

laid alongfidc the commandant's budgerow 

—Guefs reader our aftonifliment ! when 

in place of a cargoe of fi(h, it contained a 

F 3 cargoe 
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cftrgoe of huqoan b^adrl ^ve .faaikcta fbH, 
and a fingle head in tbe-fixth. 

On .enquiry we leanit tiiat before day 
break, the :6fficer who ,was. deputed to re- 
ceive thfi^anbual tributft ifrom the Rajah of 
the Cbukmaarsy had by orders froai ^be 
Nabob ;^i5^^^ placed four hundred men 
in' antbufh, under tbebdgh banks of tlie 
river, near the place of meeting— that the 
prince and the Nabob's officer (Fowzdar 
of Babar* whofe name we have forgot) 
with tjieir ufual attendants, met at nine of 
the clock, and after the common cereno- 
nials> and the tribute received, when they 
were juft upon parting, the figoal being 
given, the troops in ambuih ruflied out, 
and furfQmxdiog the Rajah and his few 
^lowersv cut them oflF, one only excepted, 
who upon a fleet horfe efcaped, and gave 
the alarm to the city — among thofe killed 
were his principal general officers— We 
further were informed by the officer who 
had charge of the boat, that his orders 
were to. make the heft of his way to Pntna, 
and lay his freight at the Nabob's feet \ and 
that the head in the baikct by itielf, was. the 
Rajah's — he added that the Fowzdar with 
his troops were in full march to the city 
Samboo. — This was foon after verified, for 
we obferved about four in the afternoon a 

cloud 
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clpud of fmoak over the clty» and the fame 
cvfening we received thefe other particulars, 
that on the firf^ alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begum^ ihu( 
herfelf up with her fon (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and fet fire toiler apart- 
fnents — that the Nabob's troops meeting 
with no refiftance, entered the city, plun- 
dered it^ and then fet fire to it. 

A body of the Rajah's troops retired* 
and for fome time difputed tl^e poileijip^ 
of the country with the Nabob's, but th^ 
Fowzdar being r? -inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durriapoor^ a fliort march 
from Mwgbeer^ the whole country wap 
iopn reduced, an4 thefe brave people fubr 
du?4. 

Thefe were the exploits ih^t rendered the 
name of AKverM Khan a terror to the 
neighbouring diftridts; and by thefe ^ he 
amafled immenfe riches ; part of which he 
regularly remitted to Morfhad^badt to pre- 
iefve his own and brother's credit with the 
Soubah, but the much greater part he re- 
served, for a purpofe he now had in agitation 
by the pernicious advice of his brother. 

Whilft Aliverdi Khan was carrying oh 
thefe operations to eflablifh his power» 
h\' F 4 Hadjee 
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Ho^ee Samet remained unrivalled in the 
adfhiniftration of the Soubahfbip ; but a 
tranfaftion which now manifefted itfclf, 
opened the Soubah's eyes. 

j^^ jiltverdi Khan, forgetful of the duty and 
1736. obligations he owed to his mafter^ and 
urged by the continued perfuafions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of (he 
year 1736, privately to folicit at court for 
the government 01 Patna^ and the pro- 
vince of Babar, independant of the Soubah 
of Bengal. This negotiation, however cau- 
tioufly conduced, came to the knowledge 
of Souj/iB Khan. Rage on the inftant took 
pofleflion of him. Hodjee was difgraced, 
and for foftie time imprifoncd — ^but by 
the moft fubmiffive and deceitful letters 
from Aliverdi^ and the powerful intercef- 
fibn of the Seraglio ^ (Hodjee % never failing 
refburce) the miniiler was enlarged, and 
feemingly again taken into favor. 

Aliverdi did not flacken his negotiations 
on this difcovery of his treachery; but 
availing himfelf of the favor of his patron 
'•*^ Kbondoran, 2inA by well placed confiderablc 
'^*'^' bribes, he obtained, the latter end of the 
year. 1737, a phirmaund and proper fun- 
nods from court, conftituting him mdepcn- 
dant governor of the province of Babar. 

This 
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This confirmation of the ingratitiKte and 
treachery of the two brothers ftruck deeply 
t© the heart of Soujab Khan. Hq had 
however the refolutioh and prudence to 
dilguife his fentiments, knowing their power 
was too great to be attacked openly, or 
capable of heing reduced by any weapons, 
but th6fe of diflimulation and craft; by the 
affiftancc of thcfc, he planned, and was juft 
on the point of executing, a fafe and cer- 
tain revenge on both the brothers, when ^ 
death put a period to his intentions.— —It Jtnm 
is nK)re than probable, that Ho^ee^ who ^^s** 
ilill preferved his influence in the Seraglio^ 
received intimation by this channel of the 
Sbubah's defigns ; for his death was fudden, 
and judged to be by poifbn. 

His ion Sitffraaz Khan immediately fuc*- 
eceded hrs father in the governinent of 
Bengal and Orijfa^ as well as in his refent- 
ment to the brothers. 

Independant power only increafed the 
bad qualities, which had already taken too 
deep pofleflion of Suffraaz Khan 5 his ex- 
cdTes in fpirituous liquors and women, 
were beyond controul and example; his 
infolence and impetuofity of temper be- 
ciame intolerable to all about him, his 
principal officers were treated with infults 

and 
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and indignities ; mod of thefe had beta 
diigufted with the family for the prefereocc 
giycn to Aliverdi Khan^ in th« govern- 
ment of Fatnai though juftice could not 
Uy thi$ charge againd Suff'raaz Kban^ 

There then redded at his court a Genioo 
nanxed ji/Ium Clmnd, who had been many 
year^ Dewan to Soujab Kian, by whom he 
was much venerated for bisgreat age^wifdom 
and faithful fervices^ This minifler was 
the only man who had courage and honefty 
.enough to attempt reftraining the extrava- 
gances of Suf'raiiz KJbarty a duty he thought 
owiag to the memory of his late mailer ; 
he accordingly, with the greateft circum- 
fpedtion and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, reprcfented to him the fatal ten- 
dency of his condud:, which if not changed, 
muft inevitably eftrange the hearts of the 
&w remaining friends to his houie, and at 
the fame time favor ^qd promote th? evil 
defigns of his enemies. 

Suffraax K6an, in place of profiting by 
this wholefome remonftrance and admoni- 
tion, highly refcnted his prefumption, and 
ever after treated him with great indignities 
and contempt, and thereby loft the heart, 
of the only man in the provinces, who by 
his fincerity, capacity and authoritj,*.was 
5 capable 
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cdpafck of cDuntcraifting. and fruftratiiig 
tbe pernicious machinations of Hodjee dnd 
bis brother. 

Though SuffrMz Khan did not imtM> 
diatdy degrade Hodjee Hamet froip the poft: 
of prime ininifter, yet he took every op- 
portunity of fhowing an inveterate hatred* 
to him; in public Durbar he commonly 
called him by the appellation of, ** His • 
•^father's pander," and treated him with ^ 
iuph infults and indignities, that he feldom 
frequented the Durbar^ being ill able to 
brook fuch treatment in a place where hc» 
bad for fo many years been accuftomed to x 
degree of deference and relped, equal tor 
Ibis mafter ; nor is it much to be wondered 
at, that he fhould meditate vpngeance, when 
a fair occafion offered ; this he was hot long 
without; Suffraaz Khan's own folly and 
raihoefs fupplied him with the ipeans, an4 
gave him a nearer, and more encouraging 
profpedt, of zn event which he for fonie 
time paft had in view. 

A few months after Suffraaz Khan cam^ Jhn9 
to the government, he threw a difgrace on '739« 
Futtuab Cbund's hoiife, which laid the 
foundation of his precipitate fall. The faflr, 
though well known to a few, was only 
whifpered, out of reiped: to the power and 

credit 
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credit of that family, whic|i had main- 
tained even from the reign of Anting 
Zebiy a charadler of diflinguifhed confide- 
ration ; from Turruksbir^ Futtuab Chund 
received the title of Jaggaut Seet ; and 
might be juiUy efteemed the greateil ban- 
ker, and moft opulent fubjed in the 
world. 

J^M0 He had about this time married his 
«739- youngeft grandfon, named Seet Mortab 
Royy to a young creature of exquifite beauty, 
aged about eleven years. The fame of her 
beauty coming to the ears of the* Soubah,,. 
he burned with curiofity and luft for the 
pofflbflion of her ; and fending for Jaggaut 
Seet, demanded a fight pf her — The old 
man (then compleat fourfcore) begged and 
intreated, that the Soubah would not ftaia 
the honor and credit of his houfe, nor load 
his lafl days with (hame, by perfiiling in 
$i demand which be knew the principle^ of 
bis caji, forbid a compliance with. 

' Neither the tears nor remonftrances of 
the old man had any weight on the Sou- 
bah, who growing outrageous at his refu- 
ial, ordered in his prefence his houfe to be 
immediately furrounded with a body of 
horfe, and.fwore on the Kboran, that if he 
complied in fending his grand^daughter, 

that 
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that he might only^?^ ber, he would in- 
ftantly return her without any injury. 

The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
judging from the Soubah's known impe- 
tuofity, that his perfifting longer in a de* 
nial, would only make his di^race more 
public, at laft confented; and the young 
creature was carried with the greateft fecre- 
cy in the night to vifit him. She was re- 
turned the fame night, we will fuppofe (for 
the honor of that houfe) uninjured; be 
this as it may, the violence was of too de- 
licate a nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and her hufband. 

The indignity was never forgiven by 
yaggaut Seet, and that whole powerful fa- 
mily, confequently became inveterate, tho* 
concealed enemies to the Soubah. 

Hodjee Hamet foon came to the know- 
ledge of this rafh flep and violence com- 
mitted againft the Seets ; he was alfo well 
-apprized oi Allurn C bunds diiguft, and, as 
he was upon a friendly footing with them 
both, he determined to avail himfelf of 
their refentment, and make it fubfervient to 
his own intended vengeance for the repeated 
infults he had received from the Soubah. 
Revenge however was not his fole motive^ 

he 
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. he was atStuated by another, yfct mote prfe- 
valcnt, the further aggraodifing his fahiil^; 
the hopes of which he had hitherto only 
feen at a diftance, but now thought the 
conjuncture favolrable for carrying his long 
projcded plan into execution j which was 
to cut off the fon of his kte mqftery friend 
^nd benifiiS^n arid place his brother AH- 
verdi Khan in his (lead. 

Hodjee loft no time in procuring a pri- 
vate conference with the dif-affc<fted Seets 
and Allum Cbundi in the courfe of which he 
reprefented in the moft lively manner, the 
** oppreflion 4nd extravagant government of 
** Suffraaz Khan^ and that nothing but the 
*' moft deplorable confcijuenc^s to the 
** provinces could be expcded from fuch 
** an unbridled and tyrannic difpofition— 
** that if he alrelady treated with fuch in- 
** fults and contempt, thofe for whom his 
** father had the higheft veneration and 
*' friendfliip— what might not others dread 
" from his future violences?" — He then 
expatiated on, and with bitter exaggeration 
painted their own particular injuries, which 
nad all the effed upon them that he might 
naturally expeft or could wi(h. 

He fuffered not their refentment to cool, 
but fappbrled this conference with many 

othersi 
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others ; ind the onanimous conclulSbn of 
the triumvirate was ; " That none could 
** be feciire in their Hve% honor or pro- 
'* perty, whilfl Sa^raaz Khan I'emained 
** Invefted with the Soubahfhip/' — HocGee 
managed the pafllons of thefe men with 
fuch art and addreft in the promotion of 

his own views rthat they themfelves 

firft propofed, " his brother Aliverdi Kban, 
*« as the only one capable of refcuing the 
** provinces from apparent and inevitable 

** ruin That he mould be immediately 

*^ advifed of their fentlments, and intreated 
*^ to concur with their hopes by preparing 
'* for a fpeedy march into Bengal, to take 
<^ upon him the government." 

HoJjee, with expreflions of gratitude for 
their favorable opinion of his brother, cori- 
fented to their propofal with a well diflcm- 
bled reludtance; declaring, *^ nothing but 
** the neceffity of the time, and the peril 
** of the country could have influenced 
" him to meditate aught again ft the foh 
•« of his late inafter/* 

It being objedled by Jaggaut Seef, that 
an intercourfe by letter with jiliverdi was 
liable to accident and difcovery, it wis on 
further 'deliberation refolved, that Hodjee 
fhouldrepair to P^//?^, where he could better 

inform 
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inform his brother of the fhte of thing9» 
and benefit him by his council at this critic 
cal period; but as his fudden and private 
retreat from court would raife a fufpicion 
in the Soubah, that fomething was in agi- 
tation againfl him^ Allum Chund and ^ag- 
gant Seet engaged to make his departure 
an aA of the Soubah's own weaknefs. 

The plan of operations being thus agreed 
on, their next ilep was to engage in the 
confpiracy the Soubah*s Tope Kbonnab De^ 
rogber (or mafter of his ordnance) with 
feveral other difafFeded ofiicers, which was 
very fcon accompKfhed.—— — It was a faying 
of a great and brave king, ** that one drop 
** of honey caught and engaged more 
** flies, than a ton of vinegar.'* Suffraaz 
Khan in place of fwectnefs of difpofition and 
affability, unhappily fubflituted a morofc, 
fevere and infolcnt carriage to all around 
him, which (at this moft important junc- 
ture) left him not more than two or three 
officers of any confideration, ^ who bore the 
leaft attachment to his perfon, family or 
government. 

Matters beconiing thus ripe for execu- 
tion, Hodjee began to grow impatient for an 
interview with his brother, and urged the 
4. , promife 
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J>ron!dfc made to him by Jllurn CbunH ^xiA, 
y'aggaut Sht'y of procuring his difihiffioA 
from the capital. 

Thefe embraced the fitft bpporturiity, 
t^rhcn the Soiibah wa^ according to ciiftbni 
teviling Hodjee (theii abfent) ih public Dur^ 
iar^ to reprefent to him, that it was a dif- 
grace to his cotirt the fufferihg Jlodjte t6 
appear thefti cbnfidcririg the ihfotnou^ cm- 
ploy he borfe under his father.—*^ Drive 
*^ him (contin\ied th^y) from your pre- 
** ferice, court and city; arid let him go 
^* to his ungrateful brotheh" This council 
being echoed and applauded by the To^e 
Khonnah Derhgher^ and others in the con- 
federacy, the unwary Sdubah inftintly fent 
art ordci* to Hodjee Hamef to quit the pro- 
l^inces, whd not thinking it pradent to 
wait for si fecond order, departed without 
delay, and made the bcft of his way to 
Patna, vtrheire ih a few days he arrived with 
fome of his faithful attendants* 

Suffraaz Kban^ by this falfc ftep, rcliri-' 
quiflbed and deprived himfelf of the great 
fecurity he had in his hands, for the good 
behaviour of Aliverdi Khajty whpfe ambi- 
tion he had caufe enough to think, would 
not ftop with the Nabobfhip of Patna^ 

G and 
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and ho ought to have fecn that the fureft 
means of checking its career, was the de- 
, tcntion of Hodjee. 

On Hodjee % arrival at Patna^ he painted 
the whole condud of the Soubah in th^ 
moft hideous colours; he cmploj^d his 
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera- 
tion of the indignities himfelf had en- 
dured ; he told his brother that he nught 
reft affured " Suffraaz Khan cpuld never 
** forget, nor forgive bis obtaining the go- 
*^ vcmm^nt of Babary independant of the 
** Soubahftiip, whereby fo hrge a portion 
'* of the revenues was lopt from nimielf 
•^ and family ; that he was from good au^ 
** thority convinced, the Soubah only waited 
*^ a favorable occafion to cut him off,^. 
** and feize and reunit? his government to 
*^ the Soubahfliip, to which purpofe he 
•^'knew he h^d forwarded dilpatches to 
** court ;— that he had gone too far to ftop, 
** that Suffraaz Khan was univerfally de- 
** tefted in the provinces, and finally that 
** no fecurity for himfelf and family re-. 
*^ mained, but in afluming the whole Sou- 
** bahdary, which he might do wiih very 
'' -.little difficulty." 
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Hodjee then opened to his brother, the 
progrefs he had made in this neceflary ftcp 
below, recited the feveral conferences he 
l^ad with the Seets and jillum Cbundj and 
the refult of their deliberations, recounting 
at the fame titne the names of the Soubah's 
officers, who had declared themfelves wholly- 
devoted to his promotion to the Muztnud. 

It was faid, AKverdi expreffed much 
compujidion on this overture being firft 
made to him, to difpoffefs the fon of his 
jnaftcr and benefadlor ; but if we form our 
conclufion from his AStions^ both antece- 
dent and fubfequent to this period, we 
fliall have no foundation to encourage our 
belief in that report ; for if he really had 
lit firft any fcruples to combat with, it is 
certain he very foon fabdued them; and 
determined to march into Bengali of which 
full advice was immediately diipatched to 
their confederate friends there. 

It was however thought eligible, that 
Suffraaz Khan fhould be lulled into fecuri* 
ty ; to which end, Aliverdi (at the time he 
. was levying additional troops) wrote the 
moft fubmiffive letter to him, — *^ afluring 
*^ him he was as much the flave of his 
*^ houfe, as he was in the time of his 
\ G z •* father; 
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^^ father ; humbly intreating his pcrmiiSoil 

** to throw himfelf at. his feet, and plead 

*^ the caufe of his unfortunate brother, 

^^ who, he had with grief learned, had in* 

^* curred his difpleafure^ ho|)ing by his 

*^ perfonal fupplications, his unhappy bro* 

" ther would be reftored to the Soubah's 

'' favor *." 

He departed from Patna the latter end 
of the' year 1741, at the head of about 
30,000 horfe and foot ; leaving his brother 
Hodjee Hamef, his Niab, or deputy gover- 
nor of Babar. We will leave AUverdi on 
his march, and return tp the court of the 
$oubah» 

Suffraaz Khan had yet aboiit his perfon 
three officers of diftindtion, that remained 
faithful to his intereft—— though from dif- 
ferent motives; their names were Mujfat 
Khooli Khan^ Goas Khan^ and Banteer jili 
Khan I (more commonly known by the 
name, of Baaker All Khan J the firft, was 
rtiarrfed to a fifter of the Soubah, and ap- 
pointed Nabob oiOri/fa^ for which govern- 

♦ This was tHe fpecious pretext publicly avowed 
for AUverdi' s march into Bengal^ which he began foon 
after tile difpatch of the above, letter, afid before be 
itould poffibly receive any reply to it. 

inenf 
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snent be was in a few days to fet out, with 
^ fmall body of troops.-r-His intereft con- 
Dedied him $rmly to the Soubah, on whofe 
well being his own fortunes depended. 

The other two had been proved faithful 

icrvants to Soujah Khan, and were attached ' 

to the prefent Spubah, more from princi- 

' pies of gratitude, honor, and affcdlion to 

the memory gf their old mafter, than to 

any love they could ppflibly bear to him- 

felf— they fupported the charafter of hravc 

officers, were in confid^rable commands 

* lincjer the V ice-roy, and in truth were the 

only perlbns in his court, for whom h^ 

pbferved the Jcaft relped or regard. 

Thefe officers, after the departure of 
Ho^jeCy had received ipiperfeft intelligence 
pf jhe frequent meetings of Hqfljeej Jag- 
gatff Sf€(, find ^//um Chundy which they 
ventured to communicate to the ,Vice-roy, ' 
intimating at the fame time their fufpi- 
cions, that fuch meetings, compofed' of 
perfons, which they feared were difaffedled 
to his governipent, cajled for his attention j 
and advifedthe immediatefeizureof thc^^^'/j', 
Allum Chundy and the commanding officer 
pf the artillery ^ but Suffraaz Khan^ doomed 
fo4?ftry6lion, hearkened not to thefp faithful 
G 3 ' admo-? 
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admonitions, which he treated as idle ap— 
prchcnfions without any real foundatioci, 
thinking them friendly endeavours only to 
4ra\* him from his pleafures, which they 
had before attempted, but in vain. 

By this fatal delufion, the Soubah Icrft 
the only opportunity of exerting that power 
which might havefaved him from approach- 
ing ruin : the bold ftep advifed by Goa^ 
and Banker Kht^ns^ of feizing thofe heads 
of the conipiracy, would have ftruck- terror 
into the whole party, and effedually put 
a flop to Jlliverdfs intended invafion, and 
probably a period ialfo to his hopes. 

jiliverdi Khan followed the letter he 
wrote the Soubah, with fuch expedition 
that he gained the pais of Skhfgully, and 
entered Bengal before the leaft intimation 
of his departure from Paina reached the 
court of the Soubah. 

The pafs of Siclygully divides the pro* 
vinces of Bengal and Bahar, is of confi- 
derable length, and only about ten to 
twelve feet wide, fituate on the top of a 
mountain, with a fteep afcent both ways { 
the courfe of the pafs is North and Sputh, 
flanked to the Wejiwardhy^in impenetrable 

wood. 
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wood^ tod to the Eq^war J by the principal 
branch of the river Ganges : thus circumr 
ftanced it was capable of being defended 
by a foiall number of men, but it was 
left unguarded by the in^tuated SuffraoA 
Kbarij and without any defence at all. 

AltverM knew the importance of dii^ 
pafs, and therefore determined by forced 
marches to gain the poffeffion of it, before 
it could poffibly be ptif in a. ftate of de- 
fence fufficient to oppofe his entrance into 
Bengal; this he accompliflied as above, and 
found it neceflary to- halt for feme days to 
refreifh his fatigued troops, 

Onthe firft advice that the Nabobof:?^/';?^ 
had pafled Sidy gully i the court of the Soubah 
was ftruck with the deepeft conftcrnation, 
every one feeing further into the confequeur 
ccs of his approach, than the unhappy and 
fhort fighted Suffraaz Khan ; who having at 
firft no conception; that Aliverdi was at 
the head of an army, expreffed only high 
rage and refentment at his daring to enter 
the province without his permijflion. — But 
when loon after Goas and Baaker Khans 
informed him of the number of troops he 
had with him — and that they were corir 
Vinced (by intelligence from Ipies they had 
G 4 'placc4 
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placed near his perfon) the defigti of Al^ 
verdt was to depofe him, it is inipoffiblo 
%o paint his fury.— He immediately fcnt for 
Jaggaut Seet^ z,nd Allum Cbund^ ^vA dc- 
Ciianded of them how they dared fuffer 
fuch a body gf troops to enter the prq^ 
yince, without giving early notice of it ? 
uj'ging that he Knew fuch a ftep was pot 
taken withput their privacy a^d cpunfej. 

The accufed, who ej^peded this attack, 
capie prepared, having pr^yioufly concer^d 
th?ir rep}ic$, Jeft they ihould have been 
feparafely exanfiined.-^They fuflFered th^ 
Soubah's rage to expend itfelf in Word?, 
and then fubmiffively aflured him ^* That 

V h^^ X^^^t been the finajlcft foundation 
*^ for the biejief of thc> repprts fdfly ipread 

Y of Aliverdi Khan, thpy would have been 
<* the firft of his flaves to advife -him of 
f * his danger^ — That the forces of Aliverdi 
^' were greatly exaggerated hy fonie evil 
^* minded people near the Soubah^s perfon, 
" who were declare4 enemies to Hoi^ee^ 
^* houfe* ; That t&fir intelligence (on 
** which tljey could depend) faid, he wa§. 
f* only accompanied by his comnaon at-f 
f * tendants, and a fmaJJ guard to defend 
^' him againft the petty Rajahs, and free-^ 
l^ |)00tefs of jhp mountains. — Tha^t they 

•• -^ "^ ^" • '<<• wer^ 
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^ were ^cmfclvcs perfedly fatisfied, the 
f^ conduft of AHverdi was greatly mifre-r 
/* prcfcnted 5 and that his only defign was 
** to throw himfelf at the Soubah's feet; 
*f and plead the caufe of his unhappy dif- 

f' graced hrothejp Hodjee Home t" 

J' 

To corroborate this fpecious and deceit*- 
ful harangue, they eacn produced letters 
ironw/iliverdi^ and from other feemingly in- 
tiifFerent perfoijs in his train, calculated pur- 
pofely to fupport the deceptions, which 
being compared with others, wrote to the 
Soubah from Sicfygulfy, he was thereby 
^gain lulled into a ftupid fecurity, and was 
influenced fo far by the combined traitors, 
as to ctnfurc Goas Kiban, and Baaker AU 
Kbany as aimiog to ftir up. troubles and a 
war in the province, that they might benefit 
themfclves in the confufion, 

We left Alwerdz Khan to the Southward 
of Siclygully pafs, halting to refrefli his 
jtroops, after their fatiguing march. — Here 
he met with an impediment, that was well 
pigh making h|s whole fcheme prove 
abortive. 

His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and 
foldi^rs, had been p|:Qmifed four months ac|- 

yaoc^d pay, (belidcs their old arrears) and 

■ ■ • .^ ....... . ^ 
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a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees as foon 
as they entered the province of Bengat.-^ 
The Jenxmautdaars in a body prefented 
themfelves before the Nabob, and demand- 
ed the promifcd pay and gratuity for them- 
fclves and their people, declaring if it wis 
with-held from them, they would not 
march a foot further. 

This demand threw Aliverdi into the 
utmoft perplexity, knowing his inability 
to comply with it ; for what with the 
large bribes remitted to Delbyj for the pur- 
chafe of his independant government of 
'Babatj and other confiderable fums juft 
difburftd, to corrupt and keep htm the 
principal officers in the fervice of the Sou- 
bah ; his coders were drained^ and at a 
very low ebb. 

However, without difcovering the dif- 
ficulty he was under, he with his ufual 
dignity, and a voice of authority, ** order-* 
•* ed them to withdraw, and wait without, 
" and they Aould be Atisfied."— Then 
calling a private Durbar ^ confifting of his 
Dewan Chinkumunny^ and a few of his 
chief confidants, he ** informed them of the 
** demand of his Jemmautdaars,'* atid re- 
prefented in lively colours, *' the rifque 

^^ himftlf 
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<* hittifcif and they ran, of being dclivcr- 
** ed up to Suffraaz Khan^ unlcfs fome 
** expedient was dcvifed to raifc to the 
** amount of three Lacs, with which he 
*^ doubted not to quiet them for the pre- 
« fent/' To this the Dewan replied, the 
whole fum in his hands, did not exceed 
45000 Rupees, and that he knew of no 
means of raifing more.— • 

Xhis unfavourable report of the Dewan, 
proved a fevere (hock to Aliverdi and his 
adherents. — Various alternatives were (as 
ufual in thefe cafes) propofcd, without any 
having the appearance of fucceeding : 
amongft the reft, it was ftrenuoully urged 
by the Dewan, that an exprefs fliould be 
fcnt to Jaggaut Sect ; but this was oppofed 
by the Nabob, — who aflerted, ** fuch a de- 
*^ lay would prove fatal to the whole en* 
*^ terprize.'' — And he was juft on the point 
of refolving to retreat with thofe troops he 
could depend on; when the evil genius o£ 
Suffraaz Khan, in the perfon of one of 
Aliverdfs followers, conciliated all matters 
by a device, which merits being particu- 
larly recited. 

There were two brothers, merchants of 
J^atna, well known by the names of Omy 

Chuna, 



Cbundf and Diep Cbund: the former of 
thefe now attended the camp^ and was> 
genjsrally of jiliverdts private councils, and 
ipi^ch in his confidence. 

One of the occupations of this Omf. 
Cbund, was to advance occafionally ready 
money to the officers and foldiers at a very 
high premium ; tjiis is an allowed praiftice 
in all Eaflern camps, and poffibly, at lead 
for aught we know, it may be £he prac- 
tice in. the Weftern aHb — however, the 
greatnefs of the rifque certainly juftifie^ 
the largenefs of the premium, for the rer 
payment not only depends upon the lives 
of the borrowers, but sdfp upon their fuccefs^ 

Omy Cbund had brought with hini only 
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard: 
he dpfired the Nabob would order his De-r 
V^an to pay him immediately the 45,000 
rupees, wh^ch were in his hands 5 which being 
complied wjtbt hp inftrufted the Nabob, 
** To call in the J4sn?n>autdaars -r— • and 
^^ order them to bring in an accoijnt of 
*^ their refpedtive claims, anfl to tell them 
" that he would give them draughts on 
*' Omy Cbund, taking care to give billets 
^^ firft to thofe whp had the fmallell: fums to 
^^ receive, and that in the clofe of thp 

' ' f f evening 
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'^^ Evening he fhould (on pretence of freOi 
'** intelligence by his fpics that Suffrmtn 
<* Khan was in full march towards him) 
^* caufe the Nobut to be beat, and iilbe his 
•' orders for engaging the enemy early ift 
^\ the morning, and leave the reft to him/' 

'the Jemmautdaars wire called and of- 
dered to bring in their claims, which they 
did in lejts than an hour, for they generally 
Have them ready made up on a fcrap of 
paper, which they depofit either in their 
girdle or turband. When all the claims were 
laid before the Nabob— he ordqred his De- 
wan to give them billets w^onOmy Cbund\ 
the Dewan, according to private inftrudions, 
made what delay he could, not tooccafion 
fufpicion, and gave thofe firft who had the 
leaft to receive. 

, When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
billets' to Omy Cbund^ he paid feveral of 
the leaft confiderable fums readily, and, 
-without any dedudions; then, as he had 
accounts to fettle with moft of them, he 
prolonged the .time by many artful blun- 
ders and defigned errors, until the day was 
far fpent, and not more than o\ie eighth 
part of their accounts adjufted, then ex- 
cufing himfelf on account of the great fa- 
tigue 
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tigne he had undergone, deferred the further 
payments until the next morning. 

As foon as the day clofed> AliverM or- 
dered the Nobut to be beat^ and liTued out 
his commands to his Jemmfmtdaars to hold 
themfelves in readinefs for engaging the 
next day, telling th^m that Suffraaz Kitrn's 
army was not far oiftant. 

This unexpe<^ed alarm had the efftOi, 
which Omy Chund had forefeen ; thofe who 
had received the amount of their billets, in 
all hafte returned it into his cuftody, and 
the others depofited their billets in his hands; 
in the morning the Nabob refumed his 
march, taking die rout to Morp^fidabad^ 
keeping up the alarm and expei^nce of a 
battle, until he in reality encountered the 
Soubah^ to whom we once again return. 

Banker Alt Khan and G<9ax Kharij re- 
ceiving hourly frefti intelligence from their 
fpies of A,liverdi% motions, and the num- 
ber of his forces, had ftill the courage to 
reprefent to the Soubah, the danger his 
perfon and government were in and 
humbly befought him, ^* to provide for 
** fafety whilft in his power;" urging 
.** that if the defigns of Aliverdi were 

*' honour- 
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^« honourable, the moft eligible way to 
*^ preferve him in thofe icntiments, was 
^^ to let him fee he was in a condition and 
** pofture to oppoie and crufh him. That 
<^ if on the contrary the defigns of Alherdf 
** were, aimed againft the government, 
** his fupine conduct muft inevitably fe* 
^* cure his fuccefs. That from the face 
^* of their intelligence, and the whole 
** procedure oiAliverdU they had no room 
*^ to doubt the wickednefs of his inten- 
^\ tions." 

Thefe renK>nftrarices joined to advices 
the Soubah had himfelf received of d» 
real number of jiliv^rdt^ troops, at laft 
roufed him from his ftupor, and he direSly 
ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to 
take the fiqld, ^nd rende2:vous in the plaiiis 
of Gyrittf about three miles to the North 
of Morjhadabady himfelf following the next 
morning. He had hardly time to maKhal 
his troops in order of battle, when Aliver^ 
dfs army appeared. * 

Their force was nearly equal, each about 
30>Qoo men, 20,000 foot, and . 10,000 
borfe; Suffraaz Khan had twenty pieces 
of artillery^ /rom twelve to fix and four 
pounders; Alherdi hzd none. 

Suffraaz 
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, Suffraaz Khan planted his cannon ii! 
his front, with ftrift orders not to fire; 
until the enemy advanced within half muf^ 
ket fliot, for on his artillery he refted fe- 
clire of vidlory — Aimer di ordered his troops 
to receit^e the difcharge of the cannon, and 
theft to ruflb in upoft the Sbubah's army 
fword in hand ; he iflued thefc orders with 
great fecurity, for hfe and his troops knew 
that by the treachery of the T^ope Khonnah 
Droger^ the tannoft were leaded with ptow- 
der only. He alfo iflued his inftrudliotii 
to his officers, to regard nothing but at- 
tacking thofe ports, which Were command- 
ed by Muffat Khooli Khafiy Baaker AK 
Khan, and Goas Khan, wdl knowing that 
none of the Soabah's trdops or officers would 
engage, but thofe which were immediately 
under their command. 

When the eftgagemetit began, all btlt 
five or fix thoufand of the Soubah's troops 
flood idle fpedators of the battle ; Alhercfi's 
beft troops advanced without the leafl: ap- 
prehenfion, fl:ood the difcharge of artillery, 
and vigorbufly attacked the divifion of Baa- 
ker jili Kbany (behind which the Soubah 
was ftationed) they were twice repulfcd 
with much flaughrer; but Baaker Alt's 
troops being over-powered by frefli num- 
bers^ 
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bersy this brave man was killed^ and mott 
©f his party cut to pieces. 

Goas KBan penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave followers, 
was near killing AliverM with . his own 
hand, when Sedun Hazzaary conimander 
of his Burkundafles, interpofed and faved 
him; obliging Goas Khan to retire with 
his command, who fbon after, furrounded 
by Aliverdt^ troops, and difdaining to rc» 
ceive <juarter, were ^o ^ man killedf 

Mujfat Khooli Khariy and the troops under 
his command, for fome time exerted them- 
felves with great'courage and fidelity in de- 
fence of the Soubah*s perfon, who being 
now for the firft time informed of the 
treachery of the Tope Khonnab Droger^ and 
thedefeSionandperfidyofmoftpfhisofficers 
and troops, and that he was betrayed oa 
^11 hands, and learning alfo the fates of his 
two faithful generals — he ordered ** Muf" 
** fat Khoolt Khan to retire from the battle, 
** to make the beft retreat he could to 
*^ Cuttackt and favc if poffible the pro- 
/* vince of Orijfa from the traytor and 
/* ufurper AJherdti" telling him ** hefaw 
** it was vain for him alone to attempt 
^* /lemming the current of his adverfe for- 
U '' tune/' 
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^ tune/^ Muffat Kbdoli Khan obeyed, andf 
with a fmall faithful party retired, and 
eluded the purfuit of the enemy. 

The Soubah, thy6 abandoned, determined , 
it (hould fcem> to efface by a glorious death 
.the remembrance of his inglorious life— 
At this jundlure it was, that the leackr of 
his elephant propofed to him to return to 
the capital, *• telling him that he would 
♦* engage on the forfeiture of his head> to 
•* convey him fafe there, where he had 
•* ftill fome friends that would be able to 
^ make a ftand fdr him ;" but he nobly 
replied, ** it never fhould be faid that 
*^ Suffraaz Khan fled from rebels and tray- 
^ tors." And ordered him to plunge into 
the thickeft of the enemy, ^Vnere with a 
few of his guards, that yet remained ftcady 
to him, he for ibtne time maintained an 
obftinate engagement— Kke an enraged lion 
he fought to a degree of defperation ; it 
l^as faid he emptied a whole quiver of ar- 
fox^s, and difcharged more than a dozen 
javelins, befides the execution he did with 
the fire arms he had With him, on the ele- 
phant ; but at lad being weary withflaugh- 
ter, and not able any longer to lift an arm, 
a period was put tb his Hfe and fortune, by 
^ ihufket ball from a diilance> (aid to be 

difcharged 
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flifcharged by one of his owii people ; with 
this .wound he fell dead from his elephant^ 
and with his death the conteft ccafed." 

Thus fell the fbn of Soujab Kban^ tc[-* 
tifying by his exit from life, that he pof- 
feflcd a foul capable of producing great ac- 
tions, had the foil been early and properly 
cultivated. 

♦ 

Aliverdi iChan poflefled himfelf of the 
late Soubah's tent and baggage, the plunder -^^^ 
of which, amounting to between nine and ten '74^ 
lacs of rupees, he beftowed upon his principal 
ofBcers and foldiers — he received Suffraaz 
Kharis perfidious officers and foldiers into 
his fervice, and marching to the cajjital,' 
entered it without rcfiftance through the 
acclamations of the people ; proceeding to 
the palace, he feated himfelf upon the 
Muztnud, and received the fubmiffion of 
the Rajahs^ Jemmautdaars, and other great 
officers, who acknowledged and faluted 
him Soubah of the Three provinces. 

The fate of one of the three principal 
conspirators, having fomething remarkable 
in it, calls for our particular mention, 
AUum Chund returned from the inverting 
Aliverdi to his own houfe, and being bit- 
H a terly 
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terly reproached by his wife, for his perfidy 
and treafon to the fon of his prince and 
mailer, and predii^ing '* that he would 
*^ fhortiy receive from the ufurper the re- 
** ward due to every tray tor f' was there- 
by fo much afFefted, that he fwallowcd 
diamond powder, and in a few hours ex- 
pired. 

Aliverdi Khan entertaining no favour- 
able opinion of the military prowefs and 
capacity of the jB^;^^^/ foldiery, and having 
fo very lately feen a glaring proof of their 
natural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the 
unhappy fall of his predeceflbr, determined 
to put np truft or confidence in them, and 

. to guard againft their treachery, which he 
knew might be eafily purchafed againft him, 
as it had been for him ; entertained imme- 
diately in his fervice a feled body of three 
thoufand Patans^ with their commander 
Mujlapha Khan -, a foldier of fortune, who 

- about this time arrived in Bengal with re- 
commendatory letters from court : he bore 
the character of a confummate general, and 
his fubfequent adtions verified the report.— 
Thcfe new troops the Soubah kept always 
on duty near his perfon, and their chief 
was admitted to his councils and favor. 

4 JHis 
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His next ftep was to diiplace all officers' 
throughout the provinces that he had rca- 
fon to think retained any afFeftion to the 
late Soubah's houfe, and when he thought 
himfclf fecure againft all attempts that 
might endanger his newly acquired govern- 
ment, he appointed a Niab pro tempore ^ for 
the government of Babar and its capital, 
and recalled his brother Hodjee Hamet, that 
he might benefit himfelf of his counfel and 
affiftance in his arduous fituation, 

Hodjee being arrived, all matters were de- 
bated and concerted relative to the govern- 
ment of the provinces ; Hodjee was invefted 
with the government of Morjhadabad in 
the abfcnce of his brother, who without 
delay took the field, and direcfled his rout 
towards Or/^^, on the thirtieth of March, 
1742 *. — We will leave the Soubah qn his 
iparch, and for a few minutes attend on the 
Nabob of OriJJa. 

This fugitive and unfortunate brother ia 
law to the late Soubah, (with whom I was 

♦ Suffr^if^ KhatCs defeat and death was on the 
twenty- eighth of January y 1 74 1 -2, and not on the 
thirtieth oi March ^ '742i» as the author of the Reflec- 
tions erroneoirfly fays, confounding the date of onf? 
event with, another, 

H 3 inti^ 
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intimately acquainted) cfcapcd froni the 
battle with a few followers, as before re- 
cited; he in a few days reached the ca- 
pital of Orijfa^ where many of the friends 
oiSuffraaz Khans houfe reforted to him, he 
ihade fbme attempts to fortify, and inlift 
troops for the defence of the place; but being 
ill fupplied with cannon and ammunition, 
^nd receiving certain intelligence of the 
uforper's approach, with a very fuperiour 
force to his own, he thought it prudent 
to provide for his own fafety, by retreating 
out of the province with his family, de- 
parting from Kuttack four days before the 
Soubah's van-guard reached it, and found 
an afylum in the Deccan^ under Nizzam 
Al Mulk. 

^Kuttack opened its gates to the Ufurper, 
but he had fcarccly fettled the government of 
Orifja^ when he was alarmed with the news, 
that an army of 80,000 Maharattor horfehad 
entered the province of Bengal by a paffage 
over the Bierboheen hills, and had already 
penetrated into the Burdomaan country. 

The Ufurper received this unexpefted 
ihock with manifeft aftonifliment ; he im- 
mediately faw not only his retreat, but 
every communication with his brother and 
' his 
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hi^^ capital tut offl In this dilemma we 
will leave him fw a while, and inveftigate 
as well the caufes of this inva£on, as con*^ 
vey fome idea of the people called Maba^ 
rattors^ who fora few years laft paft, have 
been ^s much the dread and terror of the 
Eaft, as the Goths and Vandals of old were 
of the Weft; with this effential difTerence ' 
in their charadlers, diat wheras thefe were 
the barbarous invaders of the rights and 
property of others ; thofe are making juf* 
tifiable efforts to recover that^ which their 
;aneeftors had been for ages in peaceable 
a&d juft pofieflion of. 

When the Empire cf Indt^an was in-^ 
yaded, and in part conquered by the Mo- 
gul Tartars, about the beginning of the 
fifteenth century ; many of the Rajahs, or 
Hihdw priiices of the country, fubmitted 
with little oppofition to the invaders, on 
pondition of holding their lands and prin- 
cipalities, paying a flipulated annual tribute : 
But others of them, difdaining this tribu*- 
tary ftafc of flavery, retired to the fouth*- 
ward, and pojfieffing themfelves of the moft 
fouthern parts of Deccan, they remained 
ixnmole^^ until about the year 1654, the 
Jatter end of the reign o£ the Emperor 
Shmp Jebawn^ - 

H 4 His 
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His third fon jiurtng Zebt^ being at that 
j>eriod Soubah of the Deccan, (or fouth) 
made a fruitlefs attempt on Gokonda^ infti- 
gated thereto by Mhtr Jemlay who re- 
volted to him from the then reigtiing Ra- 
jah of that famous city^ and the adjoining 
country* 

Auring Zebey fucceeding to the throne 
of Indojiariy in the year 16^9, purfaed by 
his Generals his former defigns againft the 
independant Rajahs on the coaft of Cor^ 
mandeU guided chiefly by the counfel and 
inftrudtions of Mhir Jemla ; by whofc va- 
lour Golconda was reduced, and the whole 
coaft fubdued, from Ganjam to Coleroon 
river, that is, from the latitude of 1 1°. 40'* 
to 19°. 30'* north. 

- The other promontory of India ^ called 
the coaft of Mallabar^ from the borders of - 
the province of Guzerat to cape Cdmorin^ 
was never conquered by the Mo^ul Em- 
perors ; but the independant poffcffion of 
it, was maintained by various Rajahs, the 
chief of whom was the Rajah oi Sittarab. 

To tbefe independant princes, the dif^ 
trefled and difpoflefled Rajahs of Corman" 
dil applied for fuccour: "Tbeyy alarmed at 

the 
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ttie rapid progrefs of the Mogul arms, im-» 
tnediatcly united thcmfelves under the ban- 
ners of the Rajah of Siftarah. 

Thefe united princes and people, are 
thofe which are known by the general 
name of Maharattors^ a word compound- 
ed of Rattor and Maabab ; ^e firft being 
the name of a particular Raazpoot (or Roj^ 
foot J tribe, and the latter, fignifying great 
or mighty, (as explained by Mr. Frafer) 
a term we have had occafion to make ufe 
of before^ and frequently Ihall again. 

The acquifitions thus gained to the Em- 
pire by the Generals of Auring Zebe, coft 
fo much blood and treafure, that the dia- 
mond mines of Golconda hardly proved an 
equivalent; for the confederate princes 
made fuch vigorous efforts to regain what 
they had loft, that Auring Zebe was obliged 
to keep up fo large an armament, that 
the expence of preferving his new conqueft 
exceeded the whole revenues acquired by 
it ; the glorious vanity, however, of hav- 
ing carried his conquefts of this Empire 
further than any of his predcceffors, deter- 
mined him not to abandon them, until 
finding at laft, he (hould rifque the lofs o^ 
the whole, he began to meditate coming 

to 
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to a treaty with them, which refolution 
was haftened by ieveral bold attacks, made 
on different pvts of his dominions by the 
Mabarattors at the fame time.— >• On the 
iide of his new fouthern acquiiitions, diey 
carried fire and fword ibmetimes into tfa^ 
province of Dowlataba49 and attacked the 
capital Auringabadf and from Sittarab they 
penetrated through the i^o\\nctof Guzerat^ 
and fometimes alarmed even the court of 
X^elby^ flriking a panick wherever they 
came. 

Auring Zebe^ feeing at length, no prof- 
ped of extending his conqaefts farther 
over thefe intrepid natives; thought it a 
wife meafurc to fecure, and keep if pof- 
iible, what he had got. — To this end, h^ 
entered into a treaty with the confederate 
Rajahs, and by a fecret valuable confider-* 
ation given to the Seboo Rajah, King of 
Sittarab^ a peace was concluded between 
them on the following terms. ** That 
^* Auring Zebe ihould remain in quiet 
^^ pofleflion of his fouthern conquers as 
^* far as the river Coleroon^ before mention* 
<* ed, and the port of Surat i and that ia 
*' lieu thereof, the Mabarattors fhould re- 
•** ceive, and be intitlcd to, for ever, a 
[^ Cbout (that is, the fourth part) of the 

^' feve- 
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«^ revenues of Deccanf to whibh Souhab^ 
fi>ipy thefc new fouthern conquefls were an*- 
aexed by the Emperon 

Thus a period was put to a war, that had 
chiefly employed the attention of near two 
thirds of Auring Zeie*s long ind fortunate 
reign, by which, fo important an additioa 
of territory and revenue was obtained^ 
that had it been duly and honeiUy govern* 
ed and adminiflered, and the treaty kept 
inviolate on both fides, would have yielded 
a perpetual fource of riches to all fuccecd- 
ing Emperors, on every emergency of the 
ftate. 

As long as Auring Zebe lived, the CboUt 
was duely paid to the Mabarattors, but on 
his deceafe .the treaty began to be infringe 
. ed, though it fufFcred no open rupture un- 
til the death of Sbaw Allam^ when the 
Empire falling into a ftate of univerfiil con-^ 
fufion, (by the contentions that arofe be- 
tween bis fons for the fucceflion to the 
throne, and by the fubfequent diftraiStions 
during the defpotic tyranny of the SeydsJ 
little regard was paid to it on the part of 
the government. 

Thingt 
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Things being in this fituation, the JWir- 
haratton determined to pay themfelves, by 
making incurfions on different fides of the 
Empire, and laying the city of Surat un- 
der contribution; in which warfare they 
met with fuch fuccefs fropi the continued 
pufiUanimity and diftraftion of the govern- 
ment, that at length, they extended their 
claim and demand from the flipulated 
Cbo&t of the revenues of the Deccan^ to a 
CboUt of the whole revenues of the Empire. 

However, when Mahommed Shaw^ by the 
overthrow of the Seyds, arrived to ,the fe- 
cure poiTeffion of the throne. Anno 171 9> 
Ibme check was put to their invafions ; 
and terms of accommodation being made 
to them, they for fomc years acquiefced to 
the terms of Auring ZeAe's treaty, and an- 
nually received the CAout of the revenues 
of the Deccan, by their agents out of the 
royal trcafury zX Delhy, long after thefe 
revenues had loft their way to court by the 
ufurpation and independance of the traytor 
Nizam AIMulk. 

In the year 1740, the deputies of the. 
King o£Sittara&, arrived as ufual at De/Jby to 
receive the Choutj when they were given 
to underftand, •* That Nadir Shaw had 

^' lately 
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** lately fo exhaufted the treafury, that the 
** Emperor was rendered utterly incapable 
** of fatisfying their demands ; the more 
" efpecially, as the revenues of the Ben-' 
" g^ provifxccs had been witheld from 
** the year 1738, by the rebellion of 
** Alherdi Khan, who, in conjundtion with 
<* his brother Hodjee Hamety had ufurped 
<* the government of that' Soubahdary; rc- 
^* quefting that the deputies would intrcat 
«* their matter in the Emperor's name, to 
*« fend an army of fufficient force to exadt 
' ** the amount of the Chout^ that was due 
*^ to them; and alfo to take the heads of 
: *' Aliverdi and his brother, and reftore the 
*^ family of SoujaB Khan to the Soubahfliip, 
'* as the then dift rafted ftatc of the Empire 
** put it out of his power to^fend a force 
*' flrong enough to reduce the two rebels^^' 

With this anfwer, and aSiual powers 
from the Emperor J the deputies departed 
for SittarabJ — ^^A fa6t that fully confutes 
the affertion of Aliverdi's having received 
a PMrmaundj confirming him in the go- 
vernment; as was publiflied by beat of 
drum, and induftriouily circulated by the 
Seets the latter end of the year 1739 *. 

The 

♦ Alivtrdi fitting in ftate a whole day to receive the 
iham Phirmaund^ with the ufual ceremonials on fuch 

oc- 
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Tiie Mahm-atKn' deputies arrmng at ^k* 
tarahy reported the rcfok of their deputa- 
tion, and the Emperor's requeft. The 
King 6f Sittarab did not ruminate lohg 
what refolution to take; he 'now had ob- 
tained a juftifiable plea to attack the Mo-< 
gul's dominions with his own participation ; 
therefore, without lofs of time, ordered an 
army of 80000 horfe to take the field, and 
march into Bengal^ under the command of 
Bofchar Pundit^ a general of fome repu- 
tation, and favorite of the Sebeo Rajah 
King of Sittarab. This general and army 
we left in the Burdomaan country betwera 
the ufurper and his capital ; to whom We 

occafiotts ; but this is a farce that has been fince 
.flayed ia fome parts of the province of Bengal^ aod 
laughed at, as n^uch as it was then. — For the Suts 
tould '. always cook up a Phirtnaund from court when 
ever it was wanteds That JUverdi Vfzs never con^ 
: firmed iii the government by zretd Pbtrmaund^ is "& f^ft 
that admits of no doubt ; and it is well known, that 
fo late 2^Jun€^ Anno 1750, the Vizir Monfoor Ali 
Khan^ (father of Sou] ah Dotvlat, the prefent Soubah of 
Oudi) was advanced at the head of 100,000 horfe, 
within eight days march of Patna^ purpofdy to re- 
ftore thcfe fo long difmembered provinces to the Em- 
pire, and punifh the ufurper; — but differences arifing 
between the young Emperor Jmet Shaw^ (fon and 
fucceflbr to Mahotnmed Shaw) and Rajah Jeet Sing^ 
At Vizir was recalled from this fervice, or as others 
more probably faid, his retreat w^s bought oflF by 
^Iwrdi^ at the price of fifty tac of Rupees. 

muft 
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muft again retimi, and point out the cr-* 
rors that drew him into the perilotis fitua*. 
tion and dilemma wc left him in, >efoffe 
we (hew how bravely he extricated hitti^ 
fclf from it. 

Some {hort time before he departed 
from Morjhadabad^ a Hight rumour pre^- 
vailed of the intended invafion of the Afo- 
barattors^ to which no credit was given 
cither by the ufurper or his brother ; but 
flight as the report was, it ought to havfc 
merited their attention at a juncture when 
lie was departing with ail the ftrength of 
. the provinces to the m6ft extream part cflf 
his government; and as he muft havfc 
known, no enemy could enter the province 
pf Bengali fo as to cut off his commuAr- 
'Cation with his capital, but by the v^efterh 
hills of Bierbobeeny prudence di^flated that 
he fhould have fecuredthe fidelity of tbt 
Rajahs of Bierbvheen and BifnaporCy who 
were alone capable of harrafling and re- 
tarding, if not of preventing the Maba^ 
rattor army entering from that quarter. 

But (as if Fortune had purpofed, that 
the negledt of this wife; precaution fhould 
be conducive to the higher exaltation 6f 
the character of this her favorite fon) fo 

far 
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iar were the brothers from adverting to tho 
ncceffity of fuch a fecurity in his rear, 
that both thefe Rajahs had been highly in- 
.cenfed by fomc a<9:s of oppreflion excrcifed 
towards them foon after Aliverdfs ufurpa- 
tion of the government, and w^ere readily 
diipofcd, in place of obftrufting the enemy, 
td give them a free entrance into the heart 
of Bengal, wrhich they did without the 
leaft oppofitibn ; though in purfuing their 
refcntment, they entailed a long feries of 
heavy calamities on thpir unhappy country. 

We left Aliverdi Khan at Cuttack, in 
•deep aftonifliment at the news of this 
dangerous invafion. Without difcovering 
the leaft apprehcnfion or alarm, he with- 
drew for the fpace of half an hour, in con- 
fultation only with Mujlapha Kbanp theli 
ordered his people to prepare for marching ; 
h& quitted Cuttack the fame day, and by 
forced marches reached ntzTBurdwan, 
the principal town ot^Burdomaan, (within 
five days march of the capital) two days 
after the Mabarattors took pofleflion of it : 
Here he intrenched himfelf, and was foon 
..furjoundcd by the enemy, and though they 
had at leaft the fuperiority of eight to one, 
they had not the courage to attack him. 

Bo/char 
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Bv/that Pundit^ however, Cent AKverdf 
a. letter^ explaining the nature of the 
powers he was inveftcd with, demanding 
^^ three years arrears of the CboHty the 
** treafures of the two late Soubabsy and 
** that in future, an officer of their own, 
•* (hoijld have a feat in every Cutcherry 
** throughout the provinces, to colled the 
** fourth part of the cuftoms on their be- 
^^ half/' 

The ufurper received thefe terms with 
the higheft indignation and impatience; 
inftantly commanding the meflenger to 
leave his camp, without deigning to fend 
any reply to them \ and finding. by the pro- 
pofitiops made to him, that there remain-* 
ed fmall hope of efFeding any accommo- 
dation with the Maharattor General i he 
determined to make one vigorous ef- 
fort, to break through the enemy, and re- 
gain a communication with his brother; 
to this refolution he was ftimulated, by 
obferving a univerfal panic amonglt his 
Bengal troops, many of whom deferred 
him by favour of the night* 

In purfiiance of this refolve, he iflued the 
neceiTary orders, omitting nothing that 
could fpeak the confunimate General, pro- 

J miiing 
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tolintained in this exigency the charader 
of ^ foldicri and well judging that his 
principal dependaiice reftcd upon the Pa^ 
fans, he beftowed the highcft encomi- 
ums and promifes on that body^ by wbon^ 
he began to be loved and revered, being 
.themfelves brave, they admired thofe in- 
trepid qualities in Alherdi, which fo nearly 
refembled their own. 

All things being prepared, the ufurper 
direfted that part of the trench to be level- 
ed with the utmoft filcnce, which looked to- 
wards Cutwah. Then putting himfelf with 
Mufiapba Khan at the bead of the Pa^ 
tans half an hour before day break,, 
marched out, and with acntazing courage 
charged that part of the enemy that in* 
tercepted his rout towards the laft men- 
tioned town. 

His rear being compofed intirely of his 
Bengal troops, (then cfteemed the worft 
foldiers of the Empire) were fcton fur- 
rounded and put to flight ; but the Patam 
exhibited a glorious effort; thefe led on 
(as before oblerved) by the Souhah^ and 
their gallant chief Mujlapbay thfeir rear 
commanded by the brave ZeynM Amet 

Kban^ 
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KBan, (Iio^ee% fccond fon) wit^i wwt 
llau^hter cut tjicmfelves a paflage' thTOiigJ^ 
the enemy, and gained the Ci^%^ah roa4 ; 
In the courfe of which, they maintained a 
moft memorable retreat for near thre^ ^ys ' 
arid nights y being often furrounded and afcf 
tacked on all fidea, by^ the whole Md^a^ 
rattor army, apd a$ often repulfiflg a^4 
forcing their paflige until they arrive4 ^ 
Cutinmh. 

At this place the ufurper piuftored hift 
troops, and found that of 25000 6ghting 
men, with which he disparted frcwp hig 
capital, he had only remaining 2500 Ba-^ 
tans, and about j 500 of his Bengal fbldier^, 
including their officers; thefe lafl: nap3e4. 
troops, flinaulati^ by the example of th? 
'Patans^ and the intrepid behaviour, of theic 
Jemmautdaar Jaffier Khun*, were fcept 
firm to their duty. 

At Cutwabf AherdU fpund it nccef^iy ^^ 
to halt for a ihort fpace to refrefli his hfur- ^»»# 
raffed troops, who during the terjiji of i\x\^ *74»«. 
aftonifliing retreat, h^d \x\ a manj^ej beegi 
ftrangers to food^ reifl:, gr lleep. -tt JHej^ 

* Since better known by th? njunf of Mhif J^lff^ 
JiU Khun Souh^^i oi Bengal. 

I 2 - they 
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they were again furroundcd on all fide*, 
except on that of the river, vfhichi jilverJt 
was informed was in one place fordable, a 
circumftance unfufpeftcd by the enemy. 

It was now univerfally believed that the 
tfurper muft furrender himfelf, or be cut to 
bieces with the few that remained with 
him, and indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was adlually taken prifo-. 
ner ; but the adions of this handful of 
men in their retreat from Burdwan^ had 
ftruck fuch terror and amazement into the 
whole Mabarattor army, that they gazed 
upon them as fo many enraged tygers in a 
net, without daring to approach the toils 
that enclofed them ; contenting themfelves 
with the dependance of ftarving them to 
a furrender : Little drejaming that Aliverdi 
would attempt fording the river, with jpeo- 
pie near exhauftcd by continued labour and 
watching, 

, The ufurper taking advantage of this 
vifible panic in the enemy, and unwilling 
to let the triumphant ardour of his bwn 
fbldiers cool, refblved to attempt the river 
without further delay, and knowing there 
was la defile leading from the village to the 
river, through which the enemy might in- 
tercept 
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tcrcept his paflage, he judged it neceflary 
tQ fecure the De^^, thereby alfo to prevent 
his rear being attacked before they couli 
gain the river. 

The defence of this dangerous poft waa^ 
given to MuftapbaKhariy fupportied by JeynA 
Amet Khan^ and Jqffter Khariy with eighty 
fdedl Patans^ who immediately departed 
to take pofleffiori of the Defil^—* As foon as 
they were ported, Mujlapba Khan difoatched 
a meffenger to the Soubah to advife; him 
he might attempt the river whenever he 
pleaied. 

AHverdi having prevlbufly niade the ne- 
ceffary difpofitions, put himfelf at the head 
of the PatanSf and gave the fignal for 
marching to the river, which they entered 
without moleftation preceded by well in- 
ftrudted guides. 

As foon as the enemy perceived him in 
motion, they inftantly attacked the Defiie 
with great violence, hoping yet to circum- 
vent him. — They at firft feemed to derfdfe 
and defpife the fmall number left for the 
defence of it, I ut foon found their error in 
repeated repulfes with heavy flaughter, from 
this determined, though' fmall body of men % 
I 3 each 
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each of their leaders on this momcntoos 
dccafion giving proems of vaAour worthy 
the gr^teft heroes of antiquity. 

They maintained their poft for a full 
hour againft reiterated attacks . of frcfh 
troops^ withoirt giving the leaft way> and 
ifhtH they judged the Soubah had fafdjr 
baft the river ; they then began to retreat 
\xy floW de'grees through the Ik/i/e, with- 
out turning their backs, and having gained 
kbbut the middle part of it *, advice was 
orougTit to Mujia^ha Khan, that his rear 
was attacked by the enei'iiy -f-. — This ge- 
neral without hefitating a moment com- 
mitted the charge of his front to Jeyndee 
yimet Khan^ and Jqfftir Kharif and order- 
ing the forty men that compofcd his rear 
to hct about, he put himfelf at their head, 
forniing two fronts to oppofc the enemy, 
tind fending orders to Jeyndee Amet to con- 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged his 
jHew aiitagonifts, and forced them to retire 
with much lofs; when the whole parity 

♦ The i>/;fi!rVas About eighty yards iii length and 

ttfi wide. 

^ f This event happened thus — a body of the Ma- 
^ara/torsy^ahout one thouftnd men, forced an entrance 
*}Ato the town, and had made aTruitlefs attack upoh 
SjUw^i-Jfs'xizrj as they paffed the river, from ^hich 

they w^re now returned. 

htd 



( ^^9 ) 
-hkd beared tJiie Dg/fl^, he commanded his 
i»en to farm m one line on the (hdre, with 
*beir backs to ithe rivier, and making a feint 
^o give a general a^flault, the enemy as he 
. txpc(Sted was ftruck with terror, and reti- 
red *many paces, Muftapha taking advantage 
-of their diftance, inftantly commanded his 
troops t6 face about and tafke the river, into 
which they plunged and gained the oppofito 
ftiore, with the Icfs on the whole of, only 
-fifteen men. 

If we confider the retreat of thefe Ve* 
♦tGra«>8 (from Burdwan to the oppofite fhorc 
of Cutwah river) in all its circumftances, 
it will appear as amazing an effort of humaii 
bravery, as the hiftory of any age or peo- 
ple ^have chronicled, and we think it me- 
rits as much being recorded and tranfmitted 
to pofterity, as that oi the celebrated Athe^ 
nian general and hiftorian. 

MufiapJja Khan, ^eyndce Arnet Kkariy 
and Jaffier Khan were received by the 
Soubah, with all the marks of the higheft 
affedion and efteem ; he beftowed great 
encomiums on the valour of Jaffier Khan^ 
who was ever after diftinguifhed by his 
favor ; he faluted and thanked by name, 
every one of the Patans^ who fought under 
* I 4 thcfc 
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thefe commanders at the memorable dew 
fence of the Defile i and having refrefticd 
his troops, proceeded on his march to the 
ciapital, where he was received with aflo- 
nifliment and reverence. His firft adts, 
were to prefent Mujlapba Khan with ten 
Jac of rupees, and proportionably to re- 
ward the reft of his brave defenders^ 

Whilft the ufurper was gaining everlaft- 
ing renown as a foldicr, his brother Hodjee 
Hamet was employed in putting the city 
of Mofjbddabad in a pofturc of dcfchcc, 
with extraordinary expedition he funk a 
ditch round it, formed a rampart and para- 
pet, and planted cannon in thofe parts 
where the city was moft open to the ene^ 
mies attacks ^—AUverdi reproaching him, 
•' with having abandoned nim to the ene- 
*' my, and with being folicitous only for 
^' his own fafety, by neglefting to fend a 
** body of troops to favor his retreat." 
H(^djee replied, ** that concluding (from the 
** number of the enemy, his forlorn fitna- 
tion, and the repeated reports of his 
being taken prifoner and killed) he was 
** no more, he thought it more advifc- 
** able to ftrcngthen the city, than to wea- 
" ken the defence of it, by parting with 
" any of the few forces he had been able 
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*^*to raifc for its prcfervation/' And in 
truth, Jliverdi found it in a much better 
ftatc of rcfiflancc than he expcdtcd* 

Before the ufurper had fet out on his 
expedition for the redudlion of Ortjfa^ he 
had fcnt orders to his deputy governor of 
Patna to levy troops in the province of 
Babary but thefe forces being not yet ar- 
rived in Bengal^ he was to the great morti- 
fication of his enterprifing and militaiy 
genius, reduced to the neceffity of fliutting 
nimfelf up in his capital, and was employed 
in providing further for its fecuiity. 

The Maharattori i^ecovering from thdf 
confternation and panic, and acquiring a 
better knowledge of the river, paffcd it 
with their whole force, advanced to Mor^ 
Jhadabady and furrounded it without at- 
tempting to affault it; they detached parties 
into the environs, plundering and deftroy- 
ing wherever they Came; they fent ibme 
bcidies of horfe into the ifland oi CdJjimbuTMr^ 
committing there the moft horrid devafta- 
tion and cruelties ; they fed their hories 
and cattle with mulberry plantations, and 
thereby irreparably injured the filk manu- 
failure.; in Ihort^ after committing every 

hoftile 



4io^ile aft, '^^h plenitiide of po\^?€rli- 
-iCffked wi^Qtit tnoldftation, ihty tbougjit 
it at l^ngfli ^<i^emt m retire with tbcir 
plunder, left the approaching rainy feafon 
.(^bich ifete in anfiu^lly aboi*t the middle 
>0f J!^^HtJ thould intercopt their rti^trcat, 

yuMe With thisiieceflaiy precaution they quit- 
17 iL *^d the blockade of the city, and rcpafled at 

X^wab «trly iki Jme^ i742i with all their 

,4Q[)mefife )plunder« 

From -Ctatvah tb^y penetrated lihrou^ 

the Burdomaan country, detaching 'their 

- parties into every diftrid:, ftill amaffing 

jgrNiter booty, ^nd ftriking univerfar terror 

^round <hen\ fometimes alarming even the 

\Eun^mn -fetlliements : The rains at length 

.^eiieing in> the tniddle of June^ gave a flat- 

.^riQg hope that the land would loon bede- 

^-iivcFed from rthdfc devouring docufts ; bot 

-alas ! this pleafingiprofpeft had but a fhort 

dufation; they retired it is true, andbent their 

^out towarda (Ifc Bitrhohem hills, irrefolute 

whether they fhouki quit the provinces in- 

'tirely, or orfly lodge themfelves in -conve- 

. nient quarters in that high country, where 

they would bie .ready to commence a ne\Ar 

fcene of dc^udtion as fbon as the rains 

broke 
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t>noke 4ip {which they generally dooboirt 
the latter end of S^^em^r ot the middle pi 
bsiober.) 

Jt wastry mofti)elieved that the ^eiifmy J^fy 
had taken their departure for their o*ra -^"•. 
country, and it is oertein they had formed '^*** 
thatr€£4ution; when on aj^ddeia^, ^-tl^ 
titter amazement oi H^ Bf^chm' BtmlikMr 
fued orders to march into Benjgal'j io h\% 
ill deftiny fvrompted, that he nvight by hi« 
fall pay a facrifice for the cruel enormities 
committed on all ranks, by thofe under his 
^command. , ^ . 

*They returned about the latter end of ' 
^ulyy and pitched their tents on the higbeft 
parts of the Burdemaizn country, and fettled 
tbemfelves there for tbs remainder of ,<thp . 
rainy fealbji. . 

On this event a generafl face of raift fuc- 
ceedcd. Many of the infhabitants, weawr«5# 
and hufbandmen fled, the Arungs w^re in H 
fgreat degree deferted, the iands untiUed, 
and the wretched fugitives who had efcaped 
with nothing but their wives and children, 
and whatever they could carty in their 
liand^ thought there was no fafety for 
them, until they arrived on the Eajlern 

ihorc 
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fhorc of the Ganges ; to which they flock* 
ed in fhoals, without intermiffion for rnaqy 
days together. 

The maniifa<aurcs of the Arungi re- 
ceived ix> injurious a blow at this period, 
that they have ever fince loft their original 
purity and eftimation, and probably will never 
recover them again \ but it is neceflary we 
explain what influenced Bofchar Pundit ^ to 
take, the extraordinary and unexpefted ftep 
above-mentioned. 

There was an ofiicer employed in the 
receipts of the revenues at Dacca^ named 
Mbir Hubbeeb who had embezzled a con- 
fiderable fum, and had otherways been 
•guilty of mal-adniiniftration in the execu- 
tion of his truft; this man had been orde- 
red foon 2£tQr AliverJfs fcizing the govern- 
ment, to repair to the capital, and render 
•an account of the branch committed to 

him ; he was bold and enterprifing, of 

•folid judgment, minutely acquainted with 
the ftate of the provinces and courfe and 
nature of the revenues; to draw his. cha- 
rafter, in fhort we need only fay, he was 
in political virtue the very counterpart of 
Hadjee Harriet. 

Con- 
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" Conicious that his conduct at Dacca 
wpuld not bear the teft of examination, he 
availed himfelf of the prefent jundure of 
confufion, and in place of repairing to the 
capitJil, he fled to Bofchar Pundit 9 . and ar- 
rived in his camp, at the very peripd^ that 
general refolved to quit the provinces and 
return to Sittarab. 

. His known charafler and abilities procu-? 
red him a ready and welcome reception^ 
and his miichievous talents made nim ^ 
dangerous inftrument in the hands of thefe 
invaders, to accompli(h in a manner thd 
utter deftrudion of the country; he repre-. 
fented xo Bofchar Pundit, " That in the 
*' prefent ftate of the provinces, he might 
with facility and fecurity aflume the go-* 
vernment of the Soubahdaary himfelf ^ 
** that it would be inglorious for hini to re-^ 
\^ treat with the calf, when he could take the 
*< cow alfoy that the rains would foon breafc 
** up, and fet his calvalry at liberty, and that 
** he had no caufe to apprehend thte ufurper 
** wouldever have any power or force capable^ 
*' of oppofing him." Bofchar Pundit gttcdiXj 
hearkened to this pernicious advice, immedi^ 
ately changed his rout, and returned from Bi^ 
erhobeen to Burdomaan, as before remarked t 
and having fixed his head quarters at Burd-- 

wan. 
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woft, ho feat proper officers at the head of 
£ilatt parties to colkd the, revenues at every 
iaat of ci^om, and this they did for fbme 
tiiike with as much tranquillity, as if they 
hod beea ibt natural fevereigns of tiie 
eovntjry. 

During thefe tranfaftions theufurperwas 
not idle, as foon as he had certain intelli« 
gence that the enemy had repaifed the Cut^ 
waA river, he quitted the city, and being 
foon after re-inforced by the Pafna Ie\^es, 
and the number of his Patans increafed 
£:om the Northward, he formed his camp 
in the neighbourhood of Mor/cJbaJaSaJ,—^ 
die Engkjhy French and Dutcby thought it 
Beceflary during the rains, by various means 
to fortify alfo, and add to the ftrength of 
riieir feveral fettlements, at Fort WiUiam^ 
Cbundimagorty Hougly and Cojimbuxar^ 
tfiough hitherto unmolefted in their perfons 
or property by the enemy. 

Early in OSiober the enemy, by the ad- 
vice oiMhirHubkeby threw a ftrong bridge 
of boats over the Cutwab river, the de- 
fence of which was given to him ; by his 
affiftance alfo the enemy was now fupplied 
wth fbme fmall cannon, fire arms and am* 
munition ; he conftrudted for the defence 

of 
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<^his bridge two large boats, thcoM con^ 
tigaous^ above, the other befow the bfy^o 
on the Plajfey fide ; on thefe he threw fjfeit- 
forms on which he planted a few carriage 
pieees, forming eflfeftual btrfkadoea with 
loop holes, for the fecuriiy of his own- , 
^opIe> as weH as for the annoyance of the- 
yfurpers troops, in cafe they fbould prov^ 
hardy enough to attack the bridge, for tfeer 
defence of which he embarked with him 
the bcft roarkfmen be coyld feledl.— . 

This difpofition being compleated, the 
whole of the Maharaitor army croflcd 
over, and began their incuriions to diffe- 
Knt parts of the ifland, where ever th^ 
waters would admit their marching ; fome*- 
times fliowing theaifelves in ftrong bodies 
mund the. ufurper's camp, infulting Him 
widi of^robrious language ^nd infults, tho* ^ 
not daring to attack him. 

The latter end o^OElober the rains broke 
up, the waters decreafed hourly, aftd the 
roacis foon became paflable every whfere ; it 
was now the enemy thought it advifeable- 
to recall their detached parties, and unite 
their whole force, which they drevv up be- 
tween the ufurper's camp and PlaJ]^ grove, 
fecure of a retreat to their bridge; h«i; 
4 they 
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they h&tted three days, and rejMsrted th^ 
woiild wait there and give the ufurpcr 
hattl«. 

jtSvtrM^ elated at this report, took the 
6ddy and advanced towards the enemy, 
not doubting but that if he could once 
bring them to a general engagement, it 
would prove decifivc itt his favor.i — Hia 
whole force amounted to about forty^eight 
thoufand men, of whom barely twenty 
thoufand were horie, whereas the enemy's 
wis wholly compofed of cavalry^ an ad- 
vantage they had the wifdom fully to avail 
themfclves of, by the fagacious counfcl of 
Mbir Hubbeeb^ through the courfe of thi* 
deftru^ive and long contcft. 

As the ufurper advanced, they retreated; 
towards the bridge, which they now re- 
folved to repafs ; this they could not efFefl: 
without their rear being warmly attacked 
and harrafled by AliverdU who for this 
purpofe advanced with a chofen body of 
horfe, fome hours before the main body of 
his army. 

The enemy had gained the bridge^ and. 
paflcd over three fourths of their army, 
when Aliverdi made a furious aflaul t upop the 

repiainder, 
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reihainder^ and threw them into coiifuiion i 
but notwithftandidg a heiavy flaughter made 
amongft them> the greateft part of them 
recovered the bridge, and Aliverdi was ob- 
liged tjb driw dfF his people (who begaii 
to be feverely galled by the fire froni Mbir 
I&bbeeb*^ floating machine, and retired out 
of the reach of the fliot, where he ftayed 
until his h^avy cannon was brought up to 
him. 

Had Mhir tiubheeb^ in obedience to Bof-- 
char Pundit*s orders, drawn off his party, 
md deftroyed the bridge, as loon as the 
ttar of the Maharatior army pafl: it, and 
Almerdi retired, he would have gained 
great reputation in the adiori ; but not fuf- 
pcding the ufurper's cannon could poflibly 
be ib near, as they really were, he was fb 
rafli as to remain on his poft, until Ali^ 
^oerdi had with aftonifhirig expedition open- 
ed a battery of three fix pounders upon 
it.— M/J/r Hiibbeebf ftood one difcharge 
from the battery, and now perceiving his 
error, attempted to efcape with his party ; 
but Aliverdi had pofted a body of horfe (o 
advantageoufly, that immediately upon the 
difcharge from his battery, they fell in pell 
mell with the enemy on the bridge, and! a 
furious engagement enfued, in which Mbif 
K Hubbeeb's 
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Hubbeeb'% party, three excepted, were cut 
to pieces. Himfelf and thofe three gained 
the Cutwab (hore, and by the advantage of 
a fleet horfe that waited for him, he escap- 
ed to the Maharattor army. A melancholy 
event clofed the adion ; Aliverdi's troops 
crouding in too great numbers upon the 
bridge, it failed under them, and a thoufand 
brave fellows periflied in the river. 

The ufurper repaired the bridge with all 
poflible diligence, and croflcd over his troops 
and artillery in purfuit of the enemy, who 
artfully eluded every attempt he made to 
bring them to a gcntral adlion; thus by 
continual marches and counter-marches, 
his troops, particularly his foot, were al- 
moft exhauftcd by fatigue ; whilft the Maha- 
rattors in detached parties ranged the pro- 
vinces at large, collecting the revenues with- 
out the Itaft interrup;ion, the ufurper not 
daring^ to divide his army further than re- 
inforcing the garifon of Bukcbs Bunder on 
the Ganges with 500 horfe and 1000 gun 
men, under the command of Serafdi Ma- 
hornet. 

AlherdU touched with deep chagrin at 
feeing his fo lately ufurped dominions a 
prey to his enemies, without being able to 

protcS 
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l^totedt them, or bring the Maharattors to 
any decifive adtion, at laft refolved to treat 
with Bofcbar Pundit ; but that General waS 
£o elated yi^ith fuccefs, that he now. added, 
at the inftigation of Mhir tiubbeeh a new- 
article to thofe already offered at Burdwan^ 
wz. *' that the ufurper fhould alfo reftor^ 
" the Soubah(hip to SoujaB k&an^ family, 
*« and reiign the government lie had lo 
" wickedly ufarp.ed to Suffraaz Khans el- 
" deft ion." Mhir Rubbeeh, who knew 
any treaty of peace would be f a al to him- 
lelf, artfully threw this ftumbling block in 
the way, which he fbrefaw would fender 
the treaty of none effed: ; and to carry thi? 
point, hfe infinuatcd to Bofchar Pundit^ 
^' that unlefs this . article was infiftedon, 
** the moft effential and pofitive part of the 
5* Emperor's orders would appear totally 
** neglecflcd, and willed him with great 
*' tiimility to refleft how he would anfwer 
^* tliis negtedl to" his niaftef, the King of 
'' Stttardhr 

This additional, article produced the cf- 
ic(9E that Mhir Hubbeeb expeded; for it 
was refufed by thp brothers with marks of 
refentment and difdain, and hoftilities were 
imniediately commenced again on both fides. 
—^ Several fkirmiflies happened between 
K a them^ 
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thern^ in which the ufurper's horfe always 
gained fome advantage ; but thefc produced 
nothing dccilive. 

Hodjee Hamet, who never fuffered any 
fcruples of confcience to oppofe the fouleil 
means to accomplifh his vievirs ; in a pri- 
vate letter fent to his brother, urged the 
neceffity in their prefent fituation, of at- 
tempting that by treachfery, which they 
Ijad failed in obtaining by every other 
means. AliverdU who faw the hazardous 
and neceffitous poAure of their affairs, as 
well as his brother, did hot long oppofe the 
motion. Hodjee formed the plan, and it 
was executed in manner following. 

A treaty was fet on foot by AliverdU 
who, under pretence of making it more 
conclufive and lefs liable to interruptions, 
propofed' a conference with Bofchar Pundit^ 
the overture was accepted by that General, 
contrary to the opinion of MMr Hubbeeh 
and the reft of his principal officers. 

It was agreed that a fpacious tent 
ihould be prepared and ereded by the ufur- 
per, midway between the two armies, where 
the chiefs were to meet on a certain day 
and hour, attended each with eighty fol- 
lowers 
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lowers only, and that in the mean time hof- 
tilities on both fides fhould ceafe< 

The appointed time being come, and all 
things prepared for the reception of the 
chiefs, they advanced with the ftipulated 
number of followers, confifting on both 
fides of principal officers. When they 
approached near the tent, Alherdi entered 
firft, and was followed by Bofchar Pundit 
without the leafl: fulpicion of treachery. 

The ufual falutes and ceremonials being 
ever, and both parties feated, on a fignal 
given, two hundred feleft men who had 
been concealed by Aliverdi between a dou-** 
ble lining of the tent, fiiddenly ruflied out, 
and cut the Maharattor General and.his 
party to pieces, before they were able to 
draw their fcymitars, two or three only 
eicaping in the confufion. 

At the fame inftant a fignal was dilplay- 
ed from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
fpeedy advance of the ufurper*s army; this 
being obferved by the Maharattor army, 
they alfo began to be in motion, not know- 
ing as yet what had happened ; but being not 
long after joined by thofe who had efcaped 
the ilaughter, and informed of the fate of 
K 3 their 
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their gpncral and oncers, they breathe^ 
pothing bqt fury and revenge* 

In the lirft tranfports of their rage they 
advanced, and fecmed refolved to avenge the 
treachery, by given immediate battle to the 
yfurper ; but here, the wifdom and addrefs 
of Mhir Hubbeeb interpofed ; he reprefent- 
cd to them, " that the only means to fruf- 
"^l trate the great object the qfurper Jiad in 
** view by this treacherous affaffination^ 
*^ waS, to avoid coming to a general acftion 
*' with him." His arguments gained force 
and influence from the diftradled ftate of 
yhe army, being now under no head, or any 
regular command \ and obferving the ufur- 
per advancing towards them in Full march, 
they fuddenly retired^ to his great mortifi* 
cation and difappointipi^nt. 

As foon as the difprder in the Maharat-^ 
pr army fubfided, they eledled unanimoufly 
'Allee Bey for their General, an ofiicer that 
held the next rank to Bofckar Pundit^ and 
>vho bore a confideraWe degree of reputar 
tion amongft them ; and now; their condudl 
feemed to |hew that they had refolved to 
execute that vengeance on the diftreffed 
country and inhabitants, which they could 
pot execute on the ufurper himfelf : Tp 

thi^ 
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this end, they planted fmall parties of ob- 
fervation about the fkirts of his army to 
report his motions, and appointing Nagur^ 
the ' capital of Bierboheen for their general 
rendezvous, they divided their army and 
carried fire and fword in all their diffferent 
routs ; — they detached a ftrong body to 
Bukchs Bunder^ which they attacked, took, 
and plundered; perpetrating every where 
the moft execrable cruelties that revenge 
and inhumanity could didate, cutting off 
the ears, nofes, and hands, of any of the 
inhabitants whom they fufpefted of con- 
cealing their wealth, or valueable move- 
able^ fbmetimes carrying their barbarity fo 
far as cutting off the breafts of women on 
the fame pretence, neither fex or age pro- 
ving any fecurity againft thefe enraged bar- 
barians. 

During thefe horrid fcenes of defolation, 
the ufur^er left no ftratagems uneffayed to 
bring the enemy to a battle, but all his 
endeavours proved ineffecflual : He was in 
continual chafe of them from the beginning 
of December iy\2^ to the end of February 
1742-3, and at length, with aftoniftiing 
bravery and perfeverance obliged them to 
repair to their general rendezvous, and to 
retire out of the provinces over the Bier bo* 
K 4 been 
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J^en hills> from ^htnce they ibon took their 
departure for Sittarahy to render an account 
of their expedition— leaving many of their 
brethren behind them in the hands of 
uiliverdi, who had been taken prifbners in 
flifierent adions; amongft the prifonerS;, 
was an officer of diftindion, chara(:%er9 and 
fmthority, named Se/farow, of whom wp 
ihall again have occaiion to make mention. 

The ufurper had hardly time to breath 
and fojm fome hopes of recefs and eaie to 
himfelf, and tranquillity to his harrafTed and 
defolate country 5 when he was again alarmr 
ed by advices from Oriffa^ that another 
j4arch army of Maharattors had entered the pro- 
Anno vinces by the way of Cuttacky commanded 
? 742-3- jjy ^Ragojee; and to compleat his diilrefs^ 
and put his fortitude to the utmoft proof, 
he fhortly after received intelligence by 
exprefs from* HoJjee, that a thirds army of 
Maharattors ' had entered by the fide of 
Fatna commanded by Ba^lerowy and ha4 
^ready penetrated within a day or two's 
march of SiclyguHy. Thefe Generals led 
each an army of 60,000 horfei the firft 
had been difpatched from Sittarah, to enr 
force the, orders before given to Bofchdr 
Pundit^ and to fupport him in the exccu? 
^o^ of tbcm; the latter, fet out later fronj 

^he 
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4ht fame city with inftrudions to join Ra^ 
gojety and avenge the murder of Bofchar 
Fundity of which advke had been received 
at Sittarabf by exprefles fent from Bierbor 
^en immediately after that event. 

The ufurper thus beiet> and apprehenfive 
of being hemmed in by the two armies, and 
9gain cut off from his capital ; directed his 
march with the utmoft celerity to Cutnvak 
bridge, which he gained, paiTed over his 
whole army, deftroyed the bridge, and pro- 
ceeded to hjs capital, with a mind greatly 
agitated and oppreffcd by the refledipn of 
being again forced to abandon his country 
to mercilefs enemies, whom he was not 
able to oppofe with troops enfeebled by 
(X)ntinual labour and hardfhips. 

The reader may remember of how great 
importance the pafs of &icly gully might have 
been to the unfortunate Si^'raazKbany had 
It been properly put in a Itate of defence ; 
The ufurper well knew it's confequencc^ 
lind therefore ibon after his poflefling him-f 
felf of the Soubahfhip, he ftationed there 
a trufty officer with proved troops, and three 
pieces of cannon— depending that a vigo- 
rous ftand would there be made againft the 
invaders on the fide of Patna, and theii? 

en*? 
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entrance into Bengal ^t leaft retarded, if the 
pa/s was as well defended as it was capably; 
of; not fufpefting ^at there was a poflir 
bility of their obtaining an inlet by any 
pther paflage, unlefs they marched far to 
the Weftward by the Packet road, and en- 
tered by Bierboheen^ as Bofcbar Pundit had 
done the preceeding year, flattering him- 
felf that by fo long a march they would 
not be able to reach the province before the 
annual rains fet ins but herein his fore* 
iight failed him. 

Ballajee Row, more commonly (though 
improperly) known by the name of Bal- 
lerow^ on his arrival in the neighbourhood 
. pf Bogfypore, received intelligence ^ from 
thofe who had joined him, and were de- 
clared enemies of the ufurper's houfe, that 
by his attempting to force the pafs of Sicfy- 
gully he would hazard the lofs of a multi- 
tude of his men, and probably in the end 
.be pbliged to relinquifti th? defign with dili 
grace to his arms. — The Packet road was 
.propofed, but he declined hearkening to it, 
urging ** that thereby he (hould lofe his 
f* harveft of plunder for that year, all 
** which would be . appropriated by his 
f* friend Ragojee io fatten himfelf and fol- 
f * lowers ; whilft ke and kU people would 

'' be 
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h be left to Jiarve on the Padjee (paltry^ 
f* contributions, h? had been able to raifc? 
5' in Bahar:' 

Whilft h^ was under thi^ difficulty, the 
evil genius of the ufurper (and of unhappy 
Bengal) didated a meafure, that extricated 
him without danger to himfelf or followers. 
He fent for fome of the petty Rajahs from 
the neighbouring Colgong hills, and quel^ 
itiohing theni concerning a pafTage through 
the hills to Bengal^ he pfFefed them a large 
reward if any of them would fupply him 
with gijides to anfwer that purpofe. The 
Rajahs to a man, were well enough dif- 
pofed to comply with his wiflies ; for the 
ufurper's treacherous conduft during the 
firfl: fix years of his government of Bahar^ 
ha^* rendered his name ^s hateful as dread- 
ful to them all J yet npne of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges of 
mountains that feparated Bahar from Ben^ 
galj to engage in fo ha:5ar4ovis an uqder-; 
taking. ' ■ 

The enquiry and i:ewai:d being howevef 
^)ruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old peafant an inhabitant of Colgong hills ; 
this man came to the Mabarattor camp, 
and defired tp be introduced to the prefencp 
'pf 
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of the General, which having obtained^ 
he boldly undertook,, on the forfeiture of 
his head, to guide his army through fecret 
pafles into Bengal^ for a reward of one 
jLac of Rupees paid down to his family. 

The General taking two of the Rajahs 
afide to whom the pea^nt was known, and 
inquiring of them touching the charaSer 
of the man, and what degree of credit 
might be given to his veracity and know- 
ledge, received fuch encouragement that' 
he ho longer doubted, and accordingly paid 
down the money, and iiSued his orders for 
marching the next day. 

The guide with faithfulnefs and dexteri-^ 
ty led the whole Maharattor army, at^firft 
Weftward, a point or two Southerly, until 
he found a pc^Sy which he fought for about 
the center of the range of the Cotgong hills : 
This pafs found, was his mark for the re- 
mainder of the expedition ; he carried them 
through this pafs by very pradicable roads 
with much facility, until the mouth of it 
opened upon the level country between the 
Colgong and Telliagurry hills, from hence 
his courfe was due South, which led to 
the fccond pafs through the laft-mentioried 
Jiills 5 this pafs he accompliflied with equal 

eafe, 
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cafe, from hence for two days he crofled 
the level country, that lies between the 
Telliagurry and Rajambol xxionntdim^ (haping 
his courfe about South Eaft ; at night he told 
the General he muft halt until the morning 
fun appeared. — In the morning he led them 
due South, and in the evening of the fame 
day entered a pafs which guided them 
through the Rajamhol mountains^ and land- 
ed (if we may be allowed the expreffion) 
the whole army, without the lofs either of 
man or horfe in Eiengah on the plains 
Weft of the city of Rajamhol at a little 
town called Banian Gang. Having per- 
formed his obligation in fix days froni leav- 
ing Bogulpore (more compionly by the 
Englifh called BoglyporeJ through ways un- 
til this period deemed totally impaffible^ 
he was farther rewarded with handfomc 

E relents by Ballajee Rqw^ and departed to 
is home : his name was Sittaram Roy^ a 
Gentoo of the Raazpoot tribe. — Ballajee 
Rqw reached Banian Gang the 13th of 
Marcb^ Anno 1742-3. 

The ufurper, who had received exprefs 
intelligence of Ballajee Row's departure 
from Bogulporty and of the march of his 
army Weft ward ; did not entertain the leaft 
doubt but he was gone round the moun- 
tains 
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laws to enter Bengal by the Packet or Bief^ 
hebeen^ and was fo much convinced of it> 
that he began to prepare again for taking 
the field, projeding that he might be able 
io bring the other army under Rogojee to aix 
cngagen^ent, and defeat him before he could 
poffibly be joined by BaJ/ajee Row ; but he 
had hardly formed this refolution, when he 
was advifed by a courier from his Governor 
of Rajahmboh " That Bal/ajee ko%v had en- 
«* tered Bengal hy pafles through the moun- 
•* tains, and was by that time, he believeci 
•* joined with Ragojee.'' 

This intelligence (hocked tne ufurper*s 
prefent hopes, out not his courage and con^ 
ftancy; he laid afide the projedi of re* 
pafling the Cutwab river — but determined^ 
not to coop himfejf up again in his capital, 
for the defence of* which having made every 
jicceiTary provifion, he formed a flrong 
camp not far from the city, preferving a 
ready communication with it. 

The two Mabarattor Generals met in 
the Burdomaan country, the 17th Marcb^ 
1742- 3, and after a private conference the 
following agreement was publiflied, " that 
** ani equal partition of the revenues and 
y plunder fhould be made between the two 

** armies^ 
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** armies, who neverthelefs jvcre to a^ 
** diftindly under their refpeftivc Generals 
^* and officers." They then fettled the dif- 
ferent routs of their detached fmall parties, 
and took intire pofleffion of the country. 
Then uniting the main bodies of their ar- 
mies, they marched to Cutivah^ conftrudt- 
ed a new bridge, and pafled over with their 
whole force. Here they again feparated, 
and renewed 'the depradations every where 
that Bo/char Pundit had began the preced- 
ing year. 

During thefe tfanfadions the ufurpcr 
kept himfelf within his intrenchmcnts, yet 
he was not idle ; convinced he could not 
oppofe them by force, he had nothing left 
but to combat them with fraud and ftrata- 
gem, weapons that he was as great a maf- 
tcr of as of arms. His firft movement, was 
to acquire a minute knowledge of the tem- 
per, genius, capacity, and characters of the 
two leaders of the enemy, and how they 
affeSed each other ; in all thefe particulars 
he obtained perfect fatisfadtion, by the 
means of his prifoner Sejfarow before men- 
tioned; whom he had diftinguiflied by every 
mark of favor and refpeft from the time he 
firft fellinto his hands, forefeeing he might 
be of future ufe to himj from the arrival 

of 
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bit the two armies he had rftdoubJedl hi^ 
carefTeSy and of an enemy, had made^ him 
a fail friend. 

Divide and ConqUelh, tvas ohe of the ufuf'^ 
ptv's favonte maxims in politics, as well as 
war ; by the lights he had received from 
Sejfarow^ he rightly judged the minds of* 
the enemies Generals were fitly difpofed to- 
take the impre^on he intended to ftamp on 
them— he learnt that Ballajee Row, was 
hot, infolent, and withal avaritious to an 
extreme degree; that Ragojee was the bra- 
ved: foldier, but irritated and jealous at J9a/- 
.lajee Row's being fent equal in command 
with him, as he bore a fuperior rank to- the 
other ; and more to favor the ufurper's art-« 
ful views, he was informed that already 
there fubiifled fome mifunderftandings be-^ 
tween them and their refpedtive troops, 
touching fuipicions of an unjuft divifion o^ 
their plunder on both fides. 

With thefe materials he began to work^ 
laboring to enlarge a breach that was not 
yet wide enough for an attack ; his plan 
was, by every means to promote the growth 
of thofe feeds of divifion and jealoufy which 
had already taken root amongil them; to 
this end, he directed fi>me capable- emiC^ 

faries 
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^ies (fully inftrudted) to defert to l^oth 
armies^ thefe e^^ecuted his purpofes fo well 
that they produced the cfFedl he wifjicd 5 
they prepoilefled the enemy agaihft them*- 
felvesy and they accuied each other of illicit 
pradices in the diviiion both of the reve- 
nues ^d plunder, and the fpies were {o 
well armed, that they produced proofs and 
vouchers of many inftances (on both fides) 
that would not admit of contradidton. 
This occafioned mutual heats and animofi* 
ties between the two armies, and an open 
rupture fbon followed, each refblving to 
a6t in future on a feparate and independant 
footing; the ufurper feized this favorable 
occafion, and knowing Sejfarow had an in- 
fluence over Ballajee Row, (to whom he 
was related) he employed him to negotiate 
in the moil fecret manner, a feparate treaty 
of peace with that General. 

Sejfarow exerted his power with fuch 
fuccefs, that he foon difpofed his relation 
to receive favorable impreffions of the ufur- 
per, and readily to hearken to a peace with 
nim; to this he was the more eafily in- 
duced, as thereby he indulged his ruling 
pafiion, by hopes of making his own market 
of the Ufurper, without the participation of 
his rival Ragojee^ 

L The 
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The preliminaries of this treaty were 
foon adjufled, ** the ufurper was to cede 
«* to Ballaj^e Row alone, the CBout of two 
** years revenues ; and Ballajee Row engaged 
«* on his part, to join the Ufurper with his 
»' force, and aflift him in driving Ragojee 
** and his army out of the provincJes." It 
was further agreed, that to keep up the ap- 
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragojee i 
Ballajee Row*s army fliould advance nearer 
to the Ufurper's c^mp, — and make a fhew 
of attacking it; this movement was not 
only made to amufe Ragojee, but alfo to fa- * 
cilitate a perfonal conference between the 
Ufurper and the General, which was to 
take place on the thirtieth of Mairch 1743, 
near Plajjey. 

On the twenty-ninth, the ufurper quitted 
Jiis camp, and direfted his march towardsi 
Plajfey ; he was not far advanced, before 
his fpies brought him intelligence, that 
jRagojee's army was in motion, , as -^^ell as 
Ballajee Roifis, this raifed a fu<picion in jlU-i 
verdU that the treaty >yas only aflented to, 
to aniufe hini, and draw him out of this 
camp i therefore he immediately retired to 
it again, and the treaty was retarded until 
the motions of the two armies were ex- 
plained to him. 
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SefaroWy deeply chagrined at fufpicions 
which refl?6t?d on his Kmnjincerity^ enga- 
ged on the forfpiture of his head for that 
of his coufin, which being fupported hy a 
Iblemn oath (by the Ganges) on the part 
of Ballajee Row, Aliverdts doubts fubiided, 
the treaty wjas refumed, and the conference 
appointed on the third of -^^r/7,.but the 
place of meeting was changed to Midway^ 
between PlaJJy and Burwab, 2l few miles 
nearer his camp and capital ^. 

The fccond oi April, the ufurper again 
quitted his^camp) and began his march^ 
having draughted oflTa feleft body of io,ooo 
horre, commanded by Muftapba Kban, 
that moved on his flanks to be anoccaiion^ 
check on Ragojee. . . 

The third, the chiefs met at the appoint- 
ed place, in a tent (previoufly examined by 
deputies from both parties) about two 
corfe diftant from each of their armies.— 
The condition openly infifted upon by the 
Maharattor was, ** that twenty-five lac of 

* The cairie that gave rife to Aliverdts fufpicions, 
was this.-'-^— i^Tg-^V/ having heard that Ballajee Row- 
intended to attack Aliverdi^s camp, and judging the 
city would fall a prey to him if he fucceeded, put his 
army in motion, that he might be near at haiid, to 
come in for a (hare of the plunder. 

La rupees^ 
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♦' ropccs, for two years Choutof the revc- 
•' nucs, (hould be paid down in gold,'*— 
to this the Ufurpcr replied, " that how- 
<« ever unreaibnable the demand, con- 
** fidcring they themfelves had colleded 
** the whole of the revenues ahd cuftoms 
^* for the laft two years, yet, he would 
** not make any objeftion, provided that 
•* Ragojee could be brought to fign the 
^* treaty, otherwife that he could not fubmit 
** to it:" This unexpected propofal was 
highly difguftful to BaUajee Ratify and had 
well nigh broke off the treaty ; but by the 
interpofition of Sejarow, he was at laft 
prevailed on to fend the overture to Rago^- 
jee^ but not until he had been made eafy 
by the promife of a private ftipulatipn for 
himfclft . 

Ragojee immediately returned for anfwer, 
•♦ that he would hearken to no terms of 
<« accommodation, unlefs the payment of 
<* the Chout in perpetuity, was eftabliftted 
<* to them, as a preliminary article for 
^' treating at all ♦/' 

When the meflcnger returned with this 
laconic reply, the treaty feemed for fome 

♦ This oreliminary was diiftatcd to him by AliiV 
Hubbeeby who joined ^Mgoj^t a$ foon as hc ^terc4 tho 
province of Ben^4ill^ 

time 



( 149 ) 
time unhinged. — However by the addrefi 
and mediation of Seffarow^ a feparate peae€ 
was at laft concluded with BaUajeeRaw^ on 
the following terms. ** That die Ufurper 
*♦ (hall pay down two years Chout^ efti- 
^* mated at twenty-two lac of rupees in 
•* gold, and that Baltajee Rqw flsould either 
'* fatisfy Ragojee, or join the Ufurper to 
** drive Mm out of the country.*' To the 
performance of which they both folemnly 
engaged themfelvcs by the moft obligatory 
oatlis; this done and mutual compliments 
and prefents made, they parted* 

The Ufurper with great punSuality per- 
formed his part of the treaty in two days^ 
and Ballajee Row^ fo far regarded it, that 
he drew off his army, repaffed CutwoA 
river, and retired to Burdomaan, foUowied 
by Ragojee^ who thought himfelf no match 
for the Ufurper on equal terms. 

Ballajee row^ recalled all his detached 
parties, and making a dividend amongft his 
troops of part of theUfurper's contribution^ 
according to their different ranks, he quitted 
Bengalh and marched by way of Bierb^ 
keen to Sittarabi leaving (in breach of his 
folemn oath) Ragojee to make the bcft 
terms he could for himfelf. 

L 3 This 



This 6eneral rtiade the moft of his tiine, 
and immediately took poilefiion of thofe 
parts of the country, which had been lately 
evaluated by Balldjee Row's flying parties ; 
he fent MAzr Hubbeeb^ with the title and 
authority of General, to take pofleffion of 
Oriffiif who accordingly featea himfelf at 
Cuttack, where he ruled as fbyereign of 
the province* 

The Ufurper, called upon by the univer- 
fal clamour of the people, and diftrcflfes 
of his country, once more quitted his ca- 
pital, crofled over Cutwab river, and mar- 
ched in purfuit of Ragojee ; in which chafe 
he was employed all the remaining part of 
jipn7, and until the middle of May, without 
being able by any art or ftratagem, to bring 
him to a general a<ftion, and the rains fettihg 
in earlier than ufual this year, and the 
roads becoming impaflable, both armies 
were obliged to go into quarters, about the 
twentieth of May; at the clbfe of this 
campaign the enemy remained in quiet pof- 
feffion of Oriffa, and of all the country on 
the Weftern fhore of the Hougky river, 
from Ballafore to within a few miles of 
Tannds Fort, near the Englijh fettlement 
of Fort William *. 

♦ Jliverdt retired with his army to MorJhadabad2Sii 
Ragojee, with his main body to Blerboondux'wg the rains. 

Though 
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^Though the treaty of peace with Bdtld^ 
Jee Row anfwered a prefetit put pofe, and re- 
lieved the Ufurper from the more imme- 
diate danger which threatened himfelf, his 
capital and family, yet it aiForded no relief 
to. the provinces ; the partial execution of* 
the treaty on the part of the Maharattor^ 
he could not be much furprifed at, as him- 
felf had fet them an example bf perfidious 
treachery. 

Every evil attending deftrudive war, 
was felt by this unhappy country in the 
moft eminent degree ; a fcarcity of graiil 
in all parts, the wages of labor greatly en- 
hanced> trade> foreign and inland, laboring 
under every difadvantange and oppreffion; . 
* — and though during the receffes of the 
enemy from "June to OSiober, the manu- 
facftors of this opulent kingdom raifed 
their drooping' heads, yet the duration of* 
their reprieves from danger was fo fhort, 
that every fpecies of cloth ?Lt the Arungs 
were haftUy, and confequently badly fabri-; 
cated, though immenfely raifed 'in their 
prices, and from thefe caufe, came into 
difrepute at all the foreign markets, parti- 
cularly at the Weftern ports of Juddab^ 
Mochuy and Bujforah. 
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The trade of the Europeans became 
greatly embarrafled and injured, and their 
effeds often plundered by the enemy, and 
thefe grievances much heightened hj op- 
preffive exaSions of the Ufurper; but in 
this they were hot Angular, for the whole 
of the people who yet remained within the 
reach of his grafp, fuffered equally in this 
refpeft, even Juggaat Seefs houfe, who fo 
eminently promoted his ufurpation, was 
often fleeced ; to the malicious joy of all, 
who were friends to Soujah Kbari^ family. 

For thefe opprefSve meafures*the Ufuipcr 
had nothing to plead in extenuation, but 
the necejjittes of his fititation ; and in truth, 
had he not been the ungrateful tra3rtor he 
was, they were fuch, as would have merited 
the deepeft commiferation ; for though by 
his ufurpation he became poflcfled of the 
treafures of the three laft Soubahs, yet ib 
immenfe were his continual expences and 
diflburfements, that little of them remained j 
for notwithflanding what has been faid of 
the treaty with Ballajee Row, it was pretty 
well known, he did not buy the abfence 
and retreat of that General, for a fum lefs 
than five ior ore of rupees, though the 
twenty- two lac for two years Chout only 
vcre ^ecioufly publiflied to the world, to 

fave 
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ikve the credit of die Ufurper^ and to afford 
an opportunity to the Mabarattor of fccrcting 
from his followers all above that fum, whic£t 
he appropriated to his own ufe, befides the 
lions mare of the twenty-two lac, therefore 
he was well enabled at his departure to pre-* 
fent to Jeyndi Amet Kban^ Hodjee^s fecond 
fbn, a fingle compleat drefs (for Seerpab) 
valued at two lac of rupees. 

OSiober 17431 opened the next campaign, 
when the Ufurper again took the field, and ^'^^^^ 
Ragajee defcending from the heights of Bier-- 
boheetif affembled his forces about Burd-- 
wtf/r.— The fucceeding months exhibited 
the fame fcenes of marches^ countermart 
ches, retreats and fkirmiflies, with various 
fucce&; but with uniform mifery to the 
people, who now for the firft time, began 
to be plundered, and cruelly treated, as 
well by the detached parties of the Ufur- 
per as of the enemy, thofe affuming the 
drefs and accoutrements of the MaBarat^ 
tors, to cover and conceal their villanies. 

In Marcb 1744, thefe invaders entered ^/m 
the provinces in frefti ihoals, by Cut tack, > 743-4- 
Bierboheen and Patna, excited by the im* 
menfe booty carried off by their brethren, 
the two preceding years— and thus this mi- 

ferable 
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icrable country fdl iannually a prfey tcythe 
depradatioos of the Mabarattprs^ under 
.various leaders for the fix fucceeding years, 
receiving no effectual check, but from the 
. fuccefiion of the ufual rainy feafons ; during 
thefe intermediate fpaces the country was 
left to fatten, that it might again be worth 
. devouring* During all this fpace, the Ufur* 
per fuftained himfelf with amazing con- 
uancy» intrepidityandaddrefs, though often 
reduced to the deepeft diftrefles ; parts of his 
capital being frequently attacked and plun- 
dered. 

In the latter part of the year 1744, by 
indefatigable marches he attacked and beat 
up all We quarters of the enemy, and ob- 
liged them to retire much fooner than ufual. 
Oriffa only remaining in their pofTeiSion, 
early in December 1744, he marched to that 
province, where with expedition hardly to 
be conceived, he retook Cuttack^ and re- 
covered the province, obliging the enemy 
to retreat to the hills, then leaving forces 
for the defence of it, he returned, and ar- 
rived at the capital, the beginning of F/- 
bruary 1744-5, crowned with laurels, and 
received with wonder. Here revolving in 
his mind the confufion of affairs in the 
province of Babar and city of Patna^ and 

it9 
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Its importance to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into his country, and refolving 
to have a Governor there, whofe courage, 
capacity «nd. integrity he might reppfe a 
perfedb cctofidence in, he fixed upon his ne- ' 
phew Jeyndee Amet Khan for this poft of 
truft, who poffeffed thefe qualities in a very 
high degree ; he (bon after fet out for his 
goveriimtnt, efcorted by a ftrong body of 
horfe. 

Wc (hall Aun the tafk of entering 
further minutely into the particular oc- 
currences of thefe annual invafions, which 
would only exhibit an irkibme detail 
of niurders, oppreffions, and diftreffes, 
iimilar to thofe already recited; but as 
wc cannot help viewing this Ufurper in 
an extraordinary lights we (hould be 
inexcufable in negledting to lay before 
the public and pofterity thofe ftriking 
events, which were interefting in them- 
felves, and which more ftrongly mark the 
charadter and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courfe of this deftruc- 
tive eight years war; with this intent only 
we again refume bur narrative from the 
clofe of the year 1745^ a period which 
gave birth to an incident^ that eventually 
.proved not only the deftrudion of his hi- 
therto 
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therto favorite Generaly but alfo that of his 
brother and nephew* 

It was at the time juft mentioned above, 
that the Ufurper firft began to entertain 
fufpicions and jealoufy of the great reputa- 
tion and power ofMuftspba Khan, who had 
by his over's liberality and other means, 
at different times acquired great wealth, 
which he profufelybcftowed on the fbldiery, 
but chiefly on the Patans^ thereby gaining 
a dangerous popularity, that bore too much 
the femblance of ambitious views ; whether 
he really had any defigns againft his mafter 
is not known, but being the idol of the 
army was caufe fuffident to make him ob- 
noxious, in a government where no fubjed: 
can with fafety to himfelf, or to his prince 
be pofTeiTed with a fuperior degree of power 
or renown. 

The Ufurper had received intelligence 
from his brother Hodjee^ that Mufiapba 
Khan was forming defigns to his prejudice, 
and that he had adually concerted meafures 
with the MaharattorSf for cutting him off 
the enfuing year, and placing himfelf in 
the government. 

Whether this intelligence had truth for 
it's foundation, or was only afterwards de- 

vifed 



vifcd to cover the ftep, that was premedi- 
tated againft Mujlapba KJban, is uncertain ; 
Hodjee, however, had the addrefs to produce 
vouchers for his fu^icions that bore the 
femblance of fa£ts^ and thefe acquiring 
weight from the brother's apprehenuons of 
that General's known talents, reputation^ 
and popularity, it was refblved at ^1 events 
that he fhould be aflaffinated the next time 
he appeared at court, and aflaflins were 
accordingly provided/ ftationed for his re- 
ception. 

But Mujlapba Khan being generally be- 
loved, the defign againfl: him could hot be 
io fecretly conduced, as to prevent his re- 
ceiving hints to provide for his fafety, and 
though thefe were imperfedt, they were yet 
fiifficiently alarming to urge his immediate 
departure from the city, with 3000 l?atan 
horie, and in about twelve hours after, he 
was followed by Sumfeer Kban^ a Patan 
General next in command to him, with 
about 2000 more of their country-men; 
the whole being joined, by rapid marches, 
they arrived at Stclygulfy, before any fuf- 
picion or intelligence of a breach between 
them and the Ufutper had reached the 
commander of that pafsy and by a well 
feigned ftory of their being difpatched to 

join 
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join and rc-inforcc Jeyndee Amet Khan, 
they were permitted to advance into Babar 
without interruption; intending to pafs 
through that province into the Patan 
country. 

So great a defection of his bed troops, 
with two officers of fuch reputation at their 
headf ftruck the Ufurper with the deepeft 
apprehenfions, and this on a double fcore ; 
he had the greateft^ caufe to 'dread a union 
between the Maharattors and Mufiapba 
Khan, and by the fecret flight of that General 
he became convinced that fome tray tors were 
about his perfon ; but ftill himfelf, under 
every exigency and difficulty, he loft not a 
moment — by large fjrefents, and larger pro- 
mifes, he fecured the fidelity of the re- 
maining Patans^—^&n^ exprefs upon ex- 
prefs to his nephew jfeyndi Amet Khan, in- 
forming him of this untoward event, with 
orders *^ to take the field with what troops 
*^ he could get together, and endeavour to 
*' intercept the fugitive Patans — and that 
" himfelf would go in purfuit of them, 
" and* probably they might be hemmed 
*^ in between them " 

The Ufurper immediately put himfelf at 
the head of a firong body of forces, who 

were 
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Were beft attached to 'his pcrfon and go-^ 
vernment, and with the grcateft expedition 
arrived at Siclygu/fy, where he only flayed 
to ftrike off the head of that commander, 
wiio had fuffered the Patans to pafsr hir 
poft. 

Had the unfortunate Mujiapha Khan 
made the fame expedition from the pafs of, 
Siclygulfyy as he did to it, he would in ali 
human probability have eluded the purfuit, 
and paffed through Bahar before he could 
poffibtyliavebeen intercepted by ^^(fy;?^/.^^ 
Kbariy or overtaken by the Ufurper ; but 
for a particular reafon to be herearter men- 
tioned, and not fuipeding he was purfued, 
he prpceeqed through Bahar by fuch flow 
marches, t|iat the Ufurper came up with 
him between Monghir and Patna^ and 
fent a meflenger to him with offers of par- 
don, and to favor himfelf and followers if 
they would fubmit, and embrace again his 
fervice, 

Mujiapha Khan difdaining all terms of 
ficcommodation, returned the Ufurper*s mef- 
fenger, with a brave defiance to him, and 
receiving intelligence at the fame time, that 
^eyndi Amet was within a few hours march 
pf him, he thought it-moft advifeable to 

face 
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face aboutj 'and fight the Ufurper firft> 
having learnt his troops were very little fu- 
periour in number to his own^ therefore 
without hefitation he diftributed the necef- 
iary orders^ and gave the fignal for battle. 

The conflid was bloody, but of no long 
duration. Valour and refentment took fim 
poiTeffion of the (bul of Mujiapba Khatiy and 
left no place for prudence or precaution: fired 
with the hope of executing his vengeance on 
theUfurper,hc thought all elfe unworthy his 
fword^and attempting with too much impe- 
tuofity to penetrate to that part whcvtji/iven^ 
fought, and not being well fupported, he was 
foonfurrounded, overpowered and flain — his 
head was feparated from his body^ and 

elevated upon a ipear his death being 

known to the Pafans, Sumjeer Kban^ with 
thofe that furvived the battle, made a fpeedy 
flighty and taking a rout different from that, 
by which JeyndiAmet Khm was advancing, 
eteaped out of the province, notwithiland* 
ing the eager purfuit that was made after 
them* 

The Ufurpcr returned to his capital more 
dreaded, but lefs beloved by the people, for 
this laft ftroke of his policy \ the jealouiy, 
and (generally believed) unjuft motive*, 

for 
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for aflaflinating the Patan General were 
now blaiied abroad, and the Ufurper became 
the objed: of deteftation to fome of his 
beft friends, who drew a conclufion (from 
this acfl of bafe ingratitude to the man, 
who had fo often preferved his life and go- 
vernment) — very unfavorable, and alarm- 
ing to themfelves ; as the merits of their 
greateft fervices, might on the flighteft fuf- 
picions or fear, in the cowardly breaft of 
Hodjee, only draw on their own deftrudlion. 

Hadjee^ who had accompanied hisjbro- 
ther in this expedition againft Mufiapba 
Khan, advanced with the head of the Ge-* 
neraU to meet his fon Jeyndz Afnet Khan ; 
with him he returned to Patna^ and after 
beftowing many indignities upon the head 
of that brave man, whofe face he could 
iiot have beheld the day before, without 
linking into abje<fl fear and terror, had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in triumph three times round the city ;— . 
tmwbrthy and indecent infults, from which 
the remembrance of his former fignal fer- 
vices fhould have defended his fenfelels 
remains.— 3^^/Ve feemed to intereft her- 
felf in avenging the death of this gallant 
man, by favoring in an extraordinary man- 
jjer the efcape of her deftined inftrument 
M Sumfeer 
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Sumfeer Khani and the brave JeyndiAmet 
Kban, at the fight of the barbarous infalis 
cxercifed by his father, could not refrain 
from tears, for great friendfliip fubfifted 
between him and the deceafed, and his me- 
mory was dear to him. 

We will leave HoJJee on his return to 
MorJhadaifaJ, exulting fora fliort time over 
the fuccefsofhis treachercJus machinations, 
and advert to Sumfeer Khan. 

This Patau General arriving fafe with 
liis few followers in their own country, 
began immediately to levy troops, and with 
fuch fuccefs, that in the year 1747, he 
was enabled to advance tovfz^xAs Patriae at 
the liead of 8000 choice horfe. 

Here it is neceflary to advertife the rea- 
der, that the. two Patan Generals on their 
fudden retreat from the city of ii4(?/y^^^/<^^^2^, 
had opened a cor^efpondence with Mhir 
Hubbeeby informing him ^* that they (hould 
^^ return the next year, to attempt the 
** capture and plunder of Paina^ then 
^* march by the hills and join xSi^'Maharat- 
^^ /^rarmy, and with their united force 
** attack the Ufurper ; declaring themfelves 
** juftly abfolved from all dlegiance to 

** the 
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*<^ the ajfajin'' Mhir Hubheeb improved 
iipon this plan and advifed ** to encounter 
*^ Hodjee and the Ufurper with their own 
*^ weapons, craft and treachery ; for that, 
*^ by addrefs and management, and a well 
*^ feigned contrition for their former con- 
** dudti and a frefti tender of their troops, 
** they might eafily obtain an interview 
*^ with the Nabob of Patna, at which 
•* they fhould cut hiin off, a circumftance 
** that would much^ facilitate the taking 
*^ and plundering that city (which feemed 
** to be their principal objedt) as fuch an 
** tveni miift neceflarily caufe the greateft 
** confiifion and confterhation in the place.'* 

It was this iritercourfe of letters, that 
proved fatal to Muftapha Khany by retard- 
ing his efcape through Bahar^ as already 
mentioned — but the courifel of Mhir Hub-- 
beeb was not loft upon Sumfeer Khan; a man, 
poiTeffed of every requifite, for carrying it , 
into cfFedual execution; he was brave, art- 
ful, beloved and highly efteemed by his 
officers and foldiers, who to a man was 
united with him in a folemn vow, to take 
an exemplary revenge for the death and in- 
dignities of their late lamented commander, 
or perifh in the attempt. 
, ^ M 2 . With 
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VotHmhiT With this determined view Sumfeer Khan 
^''^'^' began his march, and being arrived v^ithin 
a fcv7 hours of Patna on the oppofite (hore 
of the river, he defpatched a letter to 
Jeyndi Amet Khan^ couched in the follow- 
ing terms, " that his heart had felt the 
<« deepeft compundion for his paft conduiSt, 
** to which he had been inftigated by the 
*^ rafli counfels of his late commanding 
** officer, that he appealed to "jeyndi Amet 
•* himfelf, to witnefs for the proved fidelity 
** he had always fliown for the fcrvice and 
** intereft of the Soubah his uncle, that 
** he had now raifed a faithful and tried 
** body of officers and troops, who with 
" him were ready to devote their lives to 
** his commands, againft the common ene- 
** mies of his houfe and country j hoped 
•' he (hould obtain permiffion to vifit him, 
. " and in a perfonal conference, give him 
** more convincing proofs of his attach- 
^* ment and fubmiffion/' 

Jeyndi Amet Khan^ immediately com- 
municated the contents of this letter to his 
father Hodjee^ who was very lately arrived at 
Patnay brought thither by fome informaticMis 
the brothers had received of the concerted 
fcheme between Sumfeer Khan and MhirHuh- 
heeb^ for the plunder of that capital — Hodjee 

without 



^ ( 165 ) 

without a moment's hefitation ordered his 
fon to encourage Sumfeer Khans vifit, and 
cut him off, telling him, he himfelf would 
dired the means. 

yeyndi Amet Khariy much averfe to obey 
thefe orders, determined to. wait thofe of 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranfmittcd 
a copy of Sumfeer Khans letter, and in tte 
mean tipie returned in civil terms a reply 
to the Patan General, telling him " he 
** had forwanied the purport of his requeft 
** to the Soubah, but that he could not give 
*^ any conclufive anfwer thereto, before the 
*' Soubah's plcafure was known." — This 
foon reached him, in thefe few> but pe- 
remptory words, ** Regarding the bufinefs 
** between us and Sumfeer Khan^ follow 
^* the orders of your father." 

Hoc^ee direded Jeyndi Amet Khan to 
write to the Patan General, *' that he 
^* £hould with pleafure receive his vifits, 
" knd rejoice to embrace him, as the Sou- 
^* bah had readily accepted the tender of 
** hi^ fervices, and wiflied his fpeedy march 
*' to Morjhadabady — To which purport 
the Ufurper had like wife wrote to him in 
preffing terms, thereby intending to lull 
him into the greater fecurity. 

M 3 . We 
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Wc have ?tlfeady hinted the method pro- 
pofed by Mkir Hubbeeb to the two Patan 
Generals, for taking ofF the Nabob of 
Patna^ and plundering the city j theinteliir 
gence the brothers had received extended 
only , to the Jattpr part of their fchcme ; of 
the intended aflaffination of the Nabob they 
had not the leaft conception. — Hodjei^ 
counter-plot for the murder of Sumjier 
Kban^ was concerted in manner following j 
a^day was appointed for the General's vifit 
to Jeyndi Amtt Khan^ pn a plain a fmall 
diftance North of the city, wherp a fump- 
tuous tent >vas prepared for his reception \ 
in the floor qf which a mine ^ya$ funk^ 
whofe train 45xtended fome diftance from the 
tent i the fignal for putting fire to the train 
was Jeyndi Amet Khati^ withdrawing a 
certain (pace from the tent — Every circum- 
fiance of which was betrayed to Sumfeer 
Kban, by a Pafan in thp feiryice and cpq- 
fidence of Hodjee. 

On the receipt of the Ufurper*s and the 
Nabob's letters, Sumfeer Khan pafled the 
]^y river with his troops about two miles to th(j 
I747* Northward of the city, and being advanced 
on the day appointed within a furlong of 
the tent, be received a polite meflage from 
t|ie I^abob^ rcquefting " that he would 
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'* favor him in ordering his troops to hdt^ 
^* that they might not in their conference 
^* be incommoded by the duft, for that he 
^* himfelf was ''only attended by fifty fol- 
^' lowers." — This requeft was inftantly 
complied with, and the Tatan Geheral pro- 
ipeqded to the tent with a few feledled atten. 
dants only, all of whom were provided with 
arnjour under their coats. 

They met in mutual embraces, and with 
the moft afFedionate compliments, thefe 
over they feated themfelves, and began to 
confer upon the operations of the war 
^gainft the common enemy the Maharat-^ 
tors. — After about an hour's difcourfe, a 
iervant came and whi^ered the Nabobs 
who foon after arofe, telljqg the General 
'* that he was juil going to give fbme nc- 
^^ ceiTary orders for his reception and en-»^ 
^* tertainment in the city, and fhould at-^- 
** tend him again m a few minutes/'— 
When he had got half way to the door of 
the - tent, Sumfeer Khan and his attjsndarits 
drew their fcymitars, fell upon JeyndtAmet 
Khan^ killed him, and all that were in the 
tent, before they had time to make any 
refiflance j fome inftantly flew to the head 
of the train to which they were perfeSly 
jjiftrudted^ and prevented fire bejpg put to 
. M 4 \\% 
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It, for on the alarm, thofe who were oil 
the outfide of the tent, and thereby efcap- 
ed the flaughter, fled with all fpeed to the 
city^ 

Sunifeer Khan made a fignal for his troops 
to advance, and moun|:ing his horfe gained 
the city almoft as foon as the fugitives, and 
entered it fword in hand with his foldiers, 
before Hodjee Hamet had received the leaft 
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be- 
loved fon. 

Sumfeer Khan proceeded immediately tb 
the palace, where with little refiftance, he 
took Hodjee Hamet prifoner, at the very 
moment he was (in difguife) making his 
efcape, and after fecuring him under a 
ftrong guard, went in fearch of the princi- 
pal treajures of the city, (to which ne was 
minutely direiSed by his fpies) thcfe he de- 
pofited in the palace, and gave up the town 
to be plundered by the foldiers, who for 
the fpace of three days committed every 
ravage and outrage that revenge and ava- 
rice, backed by uncontrolled power could 
meditate and execute; except againft the 
Englifh, French, and Dutch fadtories, 
which alone remained unmolefted and ex- 
^rfipt from ruin, 

Hodjee 
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JBodjee Hamet^ after fuffering the heavleft 
teproaches and revilings from Sumfeer Khan, 
for his bafe ingratitude, treachery, and 
cruelty to Mujlapha Khan ; and after un- 
dergoing a hundred and one lafhes from 
the fevere difcipline of the Khorahy was by 
order of the general fet on an afs, with his 
legs tied utider the belly pf the animal, and 
his face painted half black, half white, and 
thus led round the city, the fame rout him- 
felf had appointed for the head of the un^ 
fortunate Mujiapba Khan. — Returning frooi 
this difgraceful progrefs, the difcipline of 
the Khorah was again infliftcd on him, 
not only as a punifhment, but with a view 
to extort from him a confeffion and dif- 
covery of a large fum in gold and diamonds, 
which, it was faid he had buried or other- 
wife fecreted ;-^but he bore the lafti with 
amazing conftancy, and made not the dis- 
covery that was aimed at. — After this he 
was chained to the leg of an elephant,— 
to that very elephant, on which the head 
of Mujlapha Khan was expofed and elevat- 
ed : Sumfeer Khan had doomed him to a 
cruel and lingering death, but one of his 
guards, touched with his great age, the 
high dignity he had born, his cruel fuffer- 
ings, and heavy lamentations for his mur- ' 
dered fon^ conveyed in pity to him a dofe 

of 
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of poifon, which he greedily fwiallowed and 
put an, end to hismiferable beings 

l^ufttfi^ Kb{in3 after this exemplary vea^ 
geaoce) made a Abort ftay at Pat^a, and re-, 
^red to his country with an iiiimenfc booty, 
bu^ without^ df^y further regard^ at leaft for 
ih^ prelepti to^ the engagements that fubr 
^c4 between Jiim and MAir Hubbeeb. 

Tba fates of Ji<idjee Hornet and J^d^ 
garnet Kban^ met a very different regard 
j&om th^ worldi the latter being as much 
lamenb^dK ^ the memory of his father was 
dejteftedi but it ujay be very eafily con-r 
ceiyed the lofs of both proved a heavy 
ftrokp of affli<aion to the Ufurper, who 
ROW became as eminently wretched as he 
was great ; his grief op the arrival of the 
pews wajs fuch, that it was wijth the greateft 
^ifHciJty he wa? prevented following them^ 
j«p-However, ?pol refledkipn foon took place, 
^nd his ufual fortitude furmounted in a few 
days the firft violent impreffions of his ir- 
reparable misfortune, and obliged him tp 
gttend the concerhs of his government, to 
which he was roufed and ftimula^ed by the 
Ipirited, wife and afedlionate reprefentations 
pf his Begum-^^h woman whofc wifdom, 
piagnaqimity, beneyole^cei and every ami- 
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able quality, reflcfted high honor on her 
(ex s^nd ftation ; (he much influenced the 
Ufurper*s councils, and was ever confulted 
by him in every material movement in die 
ftate, except virhen fanguinary and trea*^ 
cherous meafures were judged neceffaryi 
which hp knew fhc would oppofe as (he 
ever condemned them when perpetrated 
|iowever fuccefsful, — - predicting always 
that fuch politics would end in th^ ruin q£ 
his family. 

Though the Ufurper's critical fituation . 
called him to aftiqn, yet the death of his 
nephew ever aftet remained a heavy pref- 
fiire upon his heart ; he greatly loved hitA^ 
and had defigned him his fucceflbr in the 
government of the Soubahfliip in preference 
to Ho^ee's eldeft fon, who then bore tha 
^itle of the Emperor's Dewan, (to whtcH 
be had juft as much right as his uncle had 
to that of Soubah) but this defign being 
blafted by the untimely deceafe of Jeyndi^ 
Amety and this occafioned by the pernici- 
ous policy of his brother andhimfelf : The 
only amends in his power to make to the 
inanes of h s murdered nephew, was to 
transfer the afFedion he ever bore him tQ 
his eldeft fon Mhtrza Mahommed^ whom he 
immediately adopted as his own ; and this 

youth 
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Suth was from that period looked upon as 
5 fucceffor. 

Oatiif Until the rains broke up in OSiolrer 1747, 
I747* the Ufurper remained unmoleftcd, but now 
the Mabarattors re-entered the province of 
Bengal by the Bterboheen hills, and Sumfeer 
Kban having fafely lodged his Patna plun- 
der returned and entered Bahar^ at lait re- 
mindful of his engagement to Mhir Hub^ 
ieeby^nd hoping by a union with the Maha^ 
rattors tojhare at leaft the plunder alfb of 
Morjhadabad. 

The Ufurper had taken the field very 
early — and on the firft advice that Sumfeer 
Kban had entered Baiar, he advanced to- 
wards him by rapid marches, thirlting to 
revenge his brother's and nephew's deaths, 
aijd depending that he fliould be able to 
engage and defeat him, before the Maba- 
rattors could poflibly join him : Whilft he 
was in this purfuit, the Mabarattors ^ who 
did not think it eligible to rifque an aftion 
with the Ufurper until they had joined 
their new allies, were on full march to the 
fettled rendezvous ztBogolpore, near which 
place the three arnjies arrived abojit the 
fame time in the night. The Ufurper en- 
camped, and fent out his fpies for intelli- 
gence. 
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gence, they foon returned and informed 
him he was encamped between the enemies 
armies, the Patans a corfe to the North- 
ward of him, and i£h^ Mdharattors 2hoMt 
the fame diftance to the Southward. — ^This 
perilous fituation would haye ftruck a&y 
but this brave Ufurpe'r with alarm and ter- 
ror ; fbme of his general officers propoled 
his taking the advantage of the night, and 
attempt a filent retreat to Sidygully ; but he 
rejected this overture with, high indigna- 
tion. — He was perfectly acquainted' with . 
the different genius and dilpofition of the 
enemies he had to encounter, and from this 
knowledge formed his refolutions ; the only 
refource left him was inftantly obvious to 
this confummate general and foldier. 

At midnight he held a council of war, 
of three Or four of his principal officers 
only ; to jthefe he opened his defigns, and 
- dire<9:ed them to iffiie orders for the troc^s 
to be ready to march half an hour before 
day break, without. flriking their tents— 
ftridtly prohibiting th^ fhould encumber 
themfelves with aught but their arms, for 
that his ovvn, his officers, and foldiers. bag- 
gage (hould be left in the camp, for which 
he himfelf would be accountable to them. 
3 r-Thefc 
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TWe ofders diftribat^ lie Went to 
reft. 

Before 4af break the tf furper put hiihfyf^ 
'lit the head of his troops^ and matched to 
viittack the Pafans, leaving his camp ftand- 

- ing^-^e found • ihem . prepared to receive 
'J^kQi not doubting but their allies whoie 
^fituation they had^ learnt, would^ attack his 
-#eftr. — A bloody engagement enfued, in 
-tirhich the IJfufper might jvtAly lay, with 
t imother great ufurper, ** . that he had many 
' *^ time^(<mght for J^mpite, but in this bat- 
' ** tie, for Ltfe.'^'-^Afttt an obftinate con- 
\ it^ Sumfeer Kha^wzs flain^ aiidthe^ Patam 

- put to flight— inftead of purfuing them he 
immediately returned in good order to his 
camp, where, as he had foreieen, he found 

< ithe Mahar^ttors plundering it, confufedly 
drfperfed, and regardlefs ot thd commands 

* bf iheir General or Officers:— In this fitu- 
ittronthe tJfurper fell upon theill, and after 
a great flaugbtcr gave them a total defeat 
and rout. After thefe exploits he t«- 

' turned triumphantly to his capital. 

Notwithftanding thefe glorious fdccefleSj 
jbe v^as inceflfafttly harrafled by, and forced 
to be ever in the field againft the Makarat^ 

tors 



fofintitA theyeat 1750, wheh he nlade dlall-* 
ing peace with them dn the terms recited iti 
the "Short flcetch of the hiftory of Bengal" 
befdre-inentioned, td wljieh we beg leave 
to refer 5 there the reader may if he pleafeji 
follow this great wicked man, *« through 
** the more pleafing fieties of domejlkk life and 
*^: public tranquillity J' We fhall content 
duffel ves In cfofing this chapter atid fe<^rfd 
general Tiead, with a few cirdumilancfes 
which happened in cdnfequence of his na**- 
tural demife. Anno 1756.— -It is pretty VeU 
known, and has been by us feverely felt/ 
thai he was {uccccdcd by MM ffsaMalo^fm J 
' his adopted fon and grandfon (who aflum- 
ed the title of Surajad DowlaJ in the go- 
vernment ; that after he had quelled a ftand 
"fhat 'was made to his fucceflidn by part /of* 
his bwri faniily, he directed his arttis agaiiift 
our fettlements, took, and deftroyed them*. 
—The caufes for that invafion of property^ 
have been faithfully' inveftigated and pre- 
fented to the public in a fecond edition of 
' •*' India Trads," publifhed March, 1764^ 
-^This Abort recfapitUlation would have had 
no place here, but to introduce a circum-^ 
ftfance not fo well known as the foregoing. 

When Surajud Dowla declared his reib-* 
lution to attack and drive the Epglifh out 
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of Bengal^ he was oppofcd by the aflTeAlo^ 
nate remonftrances of the deceafed AliverS 
Khan's Begum already mentioned — with 
every argument which love and maternal 
authority could devife, fhe labored to dif- 
fwade him from his purpofe, but labored to 
no end ; for though the young tyrant pre- 
lerved fome reverence foir her perlbn, y?t 
her influence was not great \ but when {he 
found him deaf to her intreaties flie had 
the courage to tell him, " She faw his own 
** fate was blended with, and waited on 
•* the deftruftion he was aiming to accom- 
*^ plifli againft the Englifli, and that if he 
** perlifted, his rafhnefs and injuftice would 
*' not only be the caufe of his own death, 
** but the total ruin of his family." Herwit* 
dom and forefight was fb great and exten- 
five, that it was commonly laid by the Ufur- 
per, '* He never knew her judgment pf 
** predictions fail " 

We hope to meet with pardon for doing 
honor to the charafter of this extraordinary 
woman, efpecially as wc thereby embrace 
a favorable opportunity of difcharging the 
tribute of fincere gratitude particularly due 
from us, — the author owing life and liber- 
ty to her humane and fuccefsful intercef- 
iion. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IIL 



HAVING in the preceeding chapter 
fliewn from what caufes, and by what 
gradations thefe provinces fell under the 
ufurpation of Aliverdi Khariy our plan leads 
us next to convey a fummary account of 
their produce, the d vifion of their princi- 
pals, diftridts, and towns, with their fitu- 
ation refpedting each other, and their com- 
monly eftimated diftance from our principal 
fettlement of Calcutta. 

Geographers have diftinguifhed thefe 
provinces by the title of the rich kingdom of 
Bengal^ an epithet it highly merited ,whea 
confidered in its original ftate of opulence 
qnd tranquillity; in which point of view we 
intend to exhibit it, for this prevalent rea- 
fon only, that we think it perfedly capable 
of being re-inftated and improved, a cir- 
cumftance well worthy omv prefent attention 
and knowledge. 

N ' K- To 
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To form a juft cftimate of the value and 
importance of thcfe provinces, we tnuA 
confider them at the period when they were 
governed by the younger princes of the 
Blood Royal, that is, fome years before 
^affier Khari^ Soubahfhip ; for in his time 
they firft began to decline and decreafe in 
their worth, from caufes already inveftigat- 
ed in our laft general head. 

From his demife, the country for a {evr 
years recovered, and began to flourifh un- 
til within two years of the deceafe oiSujah 
Khan I when by the rapacity of Hodjee 
Harriet i the Rajahs and Zemindars were 
again cruelly opprefled and plundered, and 
thereby difabled from making good their 
contrads to the government. — Soon after 
this period commenced the ufurpation of 
Alherdi Kharty that drew on the Mabarat^ 
tor invafion, which overwhelmed the coun- 
try in miferics of every, kind for the full 
Ipace of eight years. 

The peace which the Ufurper made with 
. thefe invaders. Anno 1750, feemed for four 
or five years to promife the reftoration of 
vigour to this haraffed country; but its 
ihattered conftitution was fcarcely beginning 
to revive, when the rafli condud of the 

fuc- 



(779) 
iucceeding young tyrant reduced it again 
to eminent peril ; a juft vengeance and ne- 
ceflity drew the Englifh arms againft hiai 
and his country, which produced a revolu- 
tion fatal to himfelf and family ; — neceflity 
again, produced a fecond revolution; — 
wantonnefs athird, and when we ihall flop, 
time alone can difclofe. — ^A few individuals 
may benefit by this fhifting fyftem, but 
total ruin to the trade of the provinces and 
to the Company muft manifcllly in the end 
be the confequence of this continued war- 
fare if not timely prevented, notwithftanding 
the flattering fallacious fuccefs of our arms. 

The foregoing fliort recapitulation we 
thought ncceflary, to vindicate our conclu- 
fion, that no perfed judgment can be made 
of the value of this eftimable country from 
any period of time within the laft forty 
years, during which fpace, with few and 
fliort interruptions it has been involved in 
war, and labored under difficulties that have 
impaired it's very vitals : Thence the necel^ 
fity of our giving a pi<flure of it in a per- 
manent fettled government, when the lands 
were permitted to yield their produce un- 
molcfted, when the manufaftures and every 
branch of trade flourifticd, and when the 
rents, revenues^ and cuftoms refulting from 
I N. 2 that 
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that happy ftatc, proves it to have been as 
valueable a fpot as any upon this globe, if 
not the moft fo. 

To this defireable ftate v^e repeat from our 
perfect knowledge and experience, it is capa- 
ble of being reftored under a proper govern^ 
merits if it was not, our prefent labors were 
vain, and could anfwer no end or purpofe. 
What eflential end and purpofe they are 
calculated to obtain, we fhall now venture 
to open \ and as I have no motive to in- 
fluence me but fincere gratitude to my for- 
mer employers, and true love for my coun- 
try, 1 truft my endeavours will meet with 
candour and thanks — at leaft from the pub- 
lic, if not from that refpeSiable body ofmefif 
for whofe benefit they are more particularly 
intended. 

Notwithfknding the plaufible face of 
fuccefs our affairs in Bengal may wear at 
prefent, by late advices from thence, it is 
as demonftrable as any propofition in Eu- 
clid, that they cannot produce the great 
and eflential end aimed at, viz. a lafting 
;peace and fettled government, without 
which, the Company mufl fink under the 
prcflure of a long expenfive war, which 
not only fwallows up their new acquired 

revenues, 
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revenues, but impedes and {hackles their 
trade in every inftance, fliape, and form : 
In profecution of this war, the heads of 
their fervants abroad are turned and be- 
wildered, and their mercantile bulinefs 
(which only can fupport the Company in 
the end) muft fufFer under unavoidable neg- 
lects and abufes. The gentlemen at home 
in the direction of affair?, muft labor un- 
der heavy embarralTments in conducing the 
two branches of war and trade, either of 
which would fully employ their whole 
time and attention. 

A trading and a fighting company, is a 
two headed monfter in nature that cannot 
exift long, as the expence and inexperience 
of the latter, muft exceed, confound, and 
deftroy every profit or advantage gained by 
the ' former i-^new temporary victories, fti- 
mulate and pufli us on to grafp at new ac- 
quifitions of territory \ thefe call for a large 
increafe of military force to defend them ; 
and thus we (hall go on, grafping and ex- 
pending, until we cram our hands fo full 
that they become cramped and numbed, and 
we (hall be obliged to quit and relinquifti, 
even that part which we might have held 
faft if bounds had been fct to our progrefs, 
N 3 which 
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which (upon the prefent fyftcm) wenov^r 
fee is utterly impoffible, therefore a total 
change in our politics becomes indiipenla— 
biy neceflary. 

The gentlemen in the dire<aion muft) 
furely fee thiis fatal tendency of their aflFairs> 
and muft tremble at it — hut where's the 
remedy ? they^will fay — it has been already* 
pointed out, and no regard paid to it — pot- 
fihly, though convinced, they want the pulv- 
lie fandion to a ftep they may think fo ex- 
traordinary — though every day they arc- 
taking fteps more extraordinary, in fupport- 
ing their fervants in a War againft the Mo- 
gul, his Vice- Roys, and fubjeds, which on 
the, preTfent plan muft unavoidably prove 
the ruin of thecompany. — We have a con- 
fidcrable concern in this ftock, and there- 
fore claim a right to fpeak — when private 
remonftrances fail, pu^ic ones may acquire- 
a due influence. 

Why we fhould wantonly perfift in a 
in a fta e of deftrudive war, with a poten- 
tate whofe alliance is fo materially neceflary 
to us, when we have it fo much in our 
power to make a ufeful friend of him and 
his fucceflbrs, is a conduit that furpafles 

human 



human underftanding ; and yet that fuch 
has been our condud for five years paft is 
mbfl certain. 

Let us have done with this ringing 
changes upon Soubahs, there's no end to 
it ; let us boldly dare to be Soubah our 
felvesy our own ternas have been more than 
once qffered to us by the Emperor, why 
ihculd we longer hefitate to accept them ? 
we have not fcrupled to feize and poflefs 
part of his territory with violence, furely 
it would be more confcientious, and more 
confident with the laws of nature and na- 
tions to hold the whole of thefe provinces 
under him, by his own appointment — that 
this would be readily affented to on his 
part, if a proper overture came from us, 
is not to be doubted ; the confideration of 
his own great and obvious advantages, and 
the neceffities of his fituation would leave 
him no room for choice. 

We have already convinced him, we are 
able when we have a mind to fet our own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow fubjedts at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in fpite of his ftrongeft efforts againft 
us \ nay, poffibly we might retain it under 
our fabjeftion for fome fhort time at leaft, 
N 4 - but 



but the confequence to him and us is obviT 
ous, a wanton expence of blood and trea-r 
fure, while the objedt we are contending 
for is daily more and more defolated by this 
contention, and bye and bye will not be 
wprth the pofleffion of either — for every 
movement that does not tend to a lafting 
and firm peace by advantaging both, is 
fruitlefs, and can h^ve no permanent or falu- 
tary efFeft ; and moft fure it is, that the plan 
we have hitherto purfued, and are ftill purfu- 
ing, cannot accomplifh that defireable iflue. 

It is true we have feen our forces in the 
Eaft, under the condudt of an able and 
adive commander, drive the Mogul's Vice- 
Roys out of the provinces ; it is alfo true, 
that we have feen a fpirited condud: and 
bravery in the Mogul's troors, that ought 
juftly to ftrike us with apprehenfion of fu- 
ture confequences. The Ruffians when firft 
attacked by Swedtrii did not poffefs a tenth 
part of the courage and difcipline that thefc 
our enemies have now acquired, and y^t 
the event is known to the world. — Let us 
realbn upon very probable fuppofitions, and 
not reft in a too great and flattering fccuri- 
ty, at a time when v^e have the greateft 
caufe to be alarmed, 

5up- 



(|85 ) 

^uppofe the Mogul's Vice-Roys fhoul4 
from experience at laft evidently fee, that 
the only way to conquer us, and render our 
cpurage and difcipline of none effedl, is to 
ayoid ever coming to a general (0ion with 
US; with the great fuperiority of number^ 
they will ever be able to bring into the field, 
th^y may by this precau^pn ^nd dividing 
their army (which cpnfifts chiefly of cayalr 
ry) into fmall bodies, cut off our provifions 
and forage, beat up our quarters, harrafs 
our handful of men without jpeafing, ancj 
finally deftroy us without danger to themr 
felves-T— and is it improbable they fhould at 
laft adopt this condud: ? we pronounce, no, 
it is moft probable they will as the only 
refource leit for them. 

Let us again, fuppofe a rupture with 
Francey whilft we are engaged in this war 
with the Mogul; our prefidency of Fort 
William^ and our pther faftories in a man- 
ner deferted, and the chief ftrength pf all our 
fettlements ading at the diftance of eight 
or nine hundred miles from the center of 
our poffeffions. — We will not fuppofe a 
rupture with France near, but let it comq 
when it will, it fets . at nought the article 
in the laft treaty of peace, which gave us 
au exclufive right to Bengal, and therefore 

ought 
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ought to tc attended to'; for it is not to 
be imagined, that they* will' rifegledt To fa- 
vourable an occafion of attacking a fettle- 
rhent, that conftitutes in the Eaft the very 
cflfence of our being, when they find if left 
defencdlfefs hy the abfeiice of our troops. 

Ih fhbrt, every confideratlon' calls aloud 
for a j^eriod being put to this unprofitable, 
ahd precarious war, by fotrle other plan of 
operations, and we aflert none is fb eligible, 
honourable or prafticable, as that- we have 
now hinted' at;— We have nibbled at thefe 
provinces for eight'years, aild'hotwithftand- 
ing an immenfc acquifitiori of territory and 
revenue, what benefit has refulted from 
our fuccefles,. to the comp(aAy? are theif 
dividends raifed to. the late ftandarcj of eight 
per Cent, no — it is impbffible they (hould 
whilft this deftruftive^ expenfive conteft 
exifts — and (hall we thus go on, nibbling 
and nibblirig at the bait; until the trap 
/alls ard cruflies us? — but to come more 
iriimediately to the point. 

Permit us mbft humbly to advife, that 
expr'efs orders be fent without delay to your 
PVefidetit and Governor of Fort William, 
to make the following overture of peace to 
the Mogulli viz. ** That on condition of 

" his 
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his appointingand inveftirig(t6 all intents 
purpofes) your GoverhDf for the rime 
being, Soubah of the Provinces of Bengal^ 
Babar, andOr/]^,yoawiirengage on your 
part, that the ftipuhted futti of onekhorore 
of rupees, fhall be annually paid into the 
royal treafury, free of all dedudions, " 



As this fum near doubles the ftipula- 
tion made by the ufurper Jliverdi Kban, 
with the Vizir MUnfoor AH Khan, Anno 
i750> (a tythe of which by the bye was 
never paid) and we venture to fay, re-doubles 
in one year, any advantages the Emperors 
have received from the revenues of thefe 
provinces, for the f^zzt of forty years laji 
faji ; we cannot entertain a doubt of his 
moft readily acceding to the terms propofed, 
as thereby he would alfo fecure a powerful 
ally, who could be occafibnally of fervice to 
him on any emergency, in his government. 

When we are invefted with, and em- 
powered to difplay the Mogul's royal ftan- 
dard, the provinces will be eafily governed 
and kept in fubje<a:ion, at a lefs annual ex- 
pence and force, than the Company arc 
now from neceflity loaded with — but fup- 
pofe it double, i\iQ Jiake is amply fufficient^ 
-as we fhall prefently demonftrate. 

Some 
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Some narrow minds, ftrangcrs to the 
nature of the country and government will 
ftart, and make the greatnefs of the objedt 
a bugbear to their hopes and wiflies — was 
it poffible, that the Company could un- 
molefted enjoy what they have got, and 
pijrfuc their trade without interruption ; we 
fhould be amongft the firft that might juftly 
exclaim againft their extending their views ; 
—but, that this wgs imprafticablc, we have 
long forefeen and publicly declared jr— and 
if we think at all, we mijft now be con- 
vinced there is no medium, or alternative, 
but this, that can be adopted with any 

femblance of fecurity or permanency » 

ofit Soubab, aut nullus, ipu(l now be oyr 
motto. 

We cannot enough applaud the feafon- 
able meafure of fending out Lord Clivej 
which we efteem a happy event ; notwith-. ^ 
ftanding, what could be done upon the pre- 
fent plan of politics, has been done with- 
out hini — the weight of his Lord(hip's re^ 
putation and experience in thofe parts will 
moft eflentially promote this our new plan ; 
he is the beft qualified to negotiate it, the 
fitteft to be firft inverted with that high 
power, and the moft capable of fixing and 
jeaving it upon a folid bafis. — That thefe 

arq 
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aire our real fcntiments, flowing from a juft 
regard to his Lordfhip's charad:er, I think 
the public will not doubt, as they already 
know, we lie under no obligations to that 
quarter, that might excite our partiality. 

We are very fenfible our rulers at home do 
not like to have the affairs of the Company, 
the fubjefl: of public difquifition, but as 
they and their affairs, are now truly become 
a very important national concern, and their 
own inteftine quarrels have given a latitude 
to make their conduft the fport of every 
pen, we think there needs the lefs apology 
for the liberty we now take ; as one of our 
chief motives is to extricate them from 
the difficulties, we imagine they muft be 
plunged in at this period ; and no drown- 
ing man will furely be angry at another, 
who ftretches out a friendly hand to fave 
him from finking ? — The pointing out a 
meafure to them, that muft if it takes place 
in a very fliort fpace, mount their ftock in 
fubftantial real value to five hundred, will 
not hurt them or the proprietors. 

But it may be afked us, if thefe only are 
your motives, why not intimate the mea- 
fure in private to our chairman or court of 
dire<ftors ? Why not communicate it, and 

enforce 
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^enforce it, at a quarterly general court ? 
Why not call a general court Gnfpecialmaf" 
ters ? Why are our affairs and fchemes tc> 
be canvafTed by the public f Have patienq^ 
my friepdsj aqd we will anfwer thcfe in- 
terrogatories by one prevalent reafon that 
determines us, to adopt ^ekbqr of tlicm.— 
Private intioiations for public g0od, leave 
the parties intruded, at large, and withov* 
public check, to concur with, or rej^S. and 
lay afide, the means proppfed, as caprice^ 
want of cocaprebenfion, particular private 
views, or divided counfels, may chance to 
influence :-r-but when pMilicly m^de^ they 
then become accountable to the world.--^ 
In afligning this reafon, we muft not be 
thought to inCnuate any doubt, injurious 
to the honor and integrity of the prefent 
Chairman, or prefent court of Directors, 
whom from the fiocerity of our heart, wc 
believe as much attached to the true inte- 
reft of the ^aji India Company, as any fet 
of gentlemen who ever fat at that board. 

• 
Our wifli is, fo promote the well being 
of the Eaji India Company, and not in- 
tejj^tipnally to give offence to any, and if 
our propofed plan meets not the approba^ 
4ion and concurrence of thofe who will 
mofl: benefit by the event i we can only la- 
ment 
8 . 
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ment their lofs and our own.; — It appears 
by a correfpondence laid before the public 
laft year, that we urged the neceffity of 
this meafure in the year 1760; gloripug^ 
would have been the iflue for the company, 
haxi it been then carried into execution, an^ 
'happy ! for many unfortunate individuals, 
who fince perifhed by a contrary fyftcm of 
politics. — There would then have been np 
call or neceflity, for this Nabob-changing 
fcheme, the provinces would have been efta- 
lifhed in peace : and war, revolutions, mur* 
ders, and maflacres, without a being — how- 
ever, from a thorough qonvidion we fay, it is 
hot now too late to regain the happy op- 
portunity we then loft ; nay, fubfequent 
events, rather encourage and afford a more 
favorable afped, as it may be accprnpli/hed 
now under lefs difficulties, than \ye fhoul4 
at that period have had to encounter and 
ftruggle with.-^— In this confidence we fhaU 
proceed, and by a rough fketch of the pro- 
duce of the revenues, fhpw the vaft ftake 
we throw for, if we wiri, the gain will be 
immenfe, if we fail in the attempt, we arc 
but where we were, and at the worft, 
ihall have it in our power to refume our 
old Dog I'rot policy again. 
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At Natoor^ about ten day's travels North 
£aft of Calcutta, refides the family of the 
tnoft ancient and opulent of ^ the Hindoo 
Princes of Bengali. . Rcyah Rhaam Khaunt 
of the race of Bramins, who deceafed in 
the year 1748, and was fucceeded by his 
wife, a Priricefs named Bowanny Rbaanee^ 
whofe Dewan, or Minifter, was Diaram 
of the "Teely caft, or Tribe \ they poflefs 
a.traA of country of about thirty five days 
travel * ; and under a fettled government, 
their ftipulated annual rents to the crown 
was feventy lac of Sicca rupees, ■ the 
real revenues about one khorore and a 
half. 

The chief towns of thefe diflrids are, 
Malda, Hurriah SeerporCy Balekoojhy^ and 
Cogmarryi all feparately famous for manu- 
fadluring the following ipecies of piece 
goods, viz. for the Europe markets, coflacs, 
elatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally foo- 
fies, feerfuchers and raw-filk : — for the 
markets of Bujforahp Mocba^ Judda, Pegu, 

♦ The Gentoo^s eftimate diftances by corfes, but 
more commonly by a day's journey, which they reckon 
five corfe, but as the corfe varies in different diftrifts, 
from one and a half to two and ahalf miles Englijhy 
we take the medium days travels at ten Englijh miles. 

Ac been 
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Atheen and Malaua, the different forts of 
coffa*s^ baftas, fannoofei ' mulmuUs^ taii«» 
jebe, ordinary kenchees, &c. &c. 

This country produces alfo, copofs, or 
Bengdi cotton, with which the above fort- 
menti of goods are in ^art mariufadured ; 
but the produce does not bear any propor- 
tion to the confumption, fo *hat thdy arc 
indebted to foreign markets for this article, 
and chiefly to the port of Surat. 

The towns of Bowangunge, Siehgunge, 
Sorupgunge, and Jummaalgunge, are all fa- 
mous markets for grain; as their names 
imply^ 

Contiguous to this laft mentioned dif"- 
trift, but ftill more to the North Eaft lies 
the lands of Rajah Praunaut of the Koyt, 
or Scribe Caft ; his diftridt extends about 
fifty days travel, moftly low lands, and 
in great part annually overflowed ; his fti- 
pulated yearly paynient, twenty lac, the 
real produce of his revenue^ from fixty to 
feverity — the chief produdts of his count! f 
arc grain, oil, and ghee, (an article much 
much ufed in Indian cookery) it likewife 
yields fome fpecies of piece goods and raw 
filk, alfo foole fugar, lump jaggre, ginger, 
O long 
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long J>eppcr, and piplympl — articles that 
ufually compofe the gruff cargoes of our 
outward bound (hipping. 

The principle towns of this diftridti 
are Rungporey Gooragat, and Santofe Bud-- 
Jaalf the capital refidence of the head of 
.this family ; from thcfe Arungs^ the Eqfi 
Jndia.cotn^Qfixts are fupplied with fannoos, 
mulmulls, tanjcbs and raw-filk. 

The great market of Bugwan Gold *, is 
fupplied from this diftrid, with the three 
important articles of grain, oil, and ghee,— • 
and now we have occafion to mention this 
mart, it is not foreign to our purpofe to 
dwell a little longer on it — it is fituate on 
the Gangesy about a day and half North from 
Morjhadabad, and two days South Eafterly 
of KajamhoU ^nd is the greateft market for 
the above-mentioned articles in Indojian, or 
poflibly in the known world. The cuftoms 
on grain only amount to three lac of rupees 
per Annum — all the cuftoms and duties of 
Bagwan Gvla, rank in the lift of revenues, 
under the head of KAo/s Mhol^ that is, du- 
ties which are kept in the governments 
hands, and not farmed out. 

♦ Gcla fignifics a granary, and Gut^i a grain 
market. 

This 
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^his place is defended on the land fide by 
^ ditch and pallifadoes, and is always in trOu.- 
blefonrie times garrifoned by a thoufand horfe 
and a thoufand foot. — In the year 1743 it 
was four times attacked by the Maharattors, 
under -Bvfchar Pundit and Jlibeg^ who 
were as ofteti repulfed — It is a place of fuch 
importance to the Soubah, that the com* 
mand of the garrifon is always beftowed on 
the moft experienced and truft worthy officer 
he has in his fervice ; the whole of its reve* 
nues being ufually valued in peaceable times 
at thirty lac per Annumy in the beginning 
of the year 1750, it was again attacked by 
the Maharattorsj taken and plundered of 
an immenfe booty. * 

North Weft of Fort William, and about 
three days and a half diftant, lie the lands 
of Rojah TUlluck Chund^ extending twelvd 
days travel -, the ftipulated rents of thefe 
lands, thirty-two lac per Annum^ but its 
real produce and value, from eighty lac to 
one khorore. This is the principal of the 
three diftridts ceded in perpetuity to the 
company, by the. treaty with CoJJim All 
Khanivixhz year 1760. 

Tt*s principal, towns are Burdwan, Kirpy^ 
V Radnagorcp Dewangunge and BallikiJIagur ; 

O 2 thefc 
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thefe fupply the Ec^ India companies witk 
the following fortments'of piece goods^ 
VIZ. doorcas^ terrandams, cuttanies^ toofies, 
foot romaalsy gurras^ feflerfoys, fanton cou- 
peesj cherriderries, chilys^ cullas and doo-^ 
ibota^s ; the capital Burdwan^ may 1>e pro- 
perly called the center of the trade of the 
provinces, in tranquil times, this place 
afforded an annual large vend for the va-* 
luable ftaples of lead, copper, broad cloth, 
tin, pepper and tootanague. The Pug-^ 
giab merchants from Delhy and jigray re- 
forted yearly to this great mart, and would 
again if peace was eftabliflied in the coun- 
try : they purchafed the above ftaples, 

either with money, or in barter for opium^ 
tincal, fait petre and horfes. 

This diftri(Sl produces raw-filk and co- 
pofs, fufficient only for manufadoring their 
foofies, cuttanees and gurras.-— The leffer 
towns manufafture other inferior fortments 
of cloth, as feerbunds, goUabunds, (Sc. — 
it produces grain equal to the confumption 
of the people only. 

Burdumaariy the proper name of the dif- 
tria, is high, better peopled, and better 
cultivated man any part of the three pro- 
vinces I 
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vinccs; bleffings! that caufecf it every year, 
more particularly to become a prey XQ the 
Mabarattersy as before recited. 

The family of this Hajah farmed lands 
to the amount of four lac/^r Aj^num^ con- 
tiguous to the bounds of Calcutta^ and had 
a palace at Beallaby about feven miles South 
of it — the Fort of Buzbudjee on the Gdn- 
ges, was alfo their property. 

To the Weft of Burdwan, fomething 
Northerly lie the lands belonging to the 
family of Rajah Gopaul Sing^ of the Raaz-* 
foot Bramin tribes they pouefs an extent of 
fixteen days travel, this diftriA produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
lac ; but from the happinefs of his fitua- 
tion, he is perhaps the moft independant 
Rajah of Indojlan^ having it always in his 
power to Overflow his country, and drown 
any enemy that comes againft him; as 
happened at the beginning of Sujab Kbari^ 
government, -who ferit a ftrong body of 
horfe to reduce him, thefe hefuffered to 
advance far into his country, then opening 
the dams of the rivers deftroyed them to a 
man; this aftion deterred any fubfequent 
attempts to reduce him — but if the frontiers 
of the diftridt were fo inverted, as to prc- 
O 3 vent 
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vent the exit of the merchandize of hi^ 
country, which might eafily be done, he 
would be prefently brought to obedience, 
and glad to compound for a tribute of twenty- 
lac per Annum ^ as4t is, he can hardly ba 
faid to acknowledge apy allegiance to the 
Mogul or 5oubah, he fome years deigns to 
fend to the Soubah, an acknowledgement 
by way of falaamy (or prefent) of 15,000 
rupees, fometimes 2o,oco, and fome years 
pot any thing at all, as he happens to be 
diipofcd. 

But in truth it would -be. almoft cruelty 
to moleft thefe happy people, for in this 
diftridt, are ihe only veftiges of the beauty, 
purity, piety, regularity, equity and ftrid:r 
nefs of the ancient Indojian governnient. 
Here the property, ab well as the liberty of 
the people, are inviolate, here no robberies 
^re heard of, either private or public ; the 
traveller, either with, or without merchan- 
dize, on his entering this diftrid, becomes 
the immediate carp of the* government, 
which allots him guards without any ex- 
pence, to condud him from ftage to ftage, 
and thefe are accountable for the fafety and 
^ accommodation of his perfon and effeds,-^ 
At ihe end of the firft ftage, he is delivered 
pyer with c?rtaia benevolent fpjpialities to the 

gparda 
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guardsof the next, who after interrogiting 
the traveller, as to the ufage he had re- 
ceived in his journey, difmifles the firft 
guard with a written certificate of their 
behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller 
and his efFeds, which certificate or receipt 
are feturnable to the commanding officer df 
the firft ftage, who regifters the fame, and 
regularly reports it to the Rajah. 

In this form the traveller is pafled through 
the country, and. if he onlypafjes^ he is not 
fufFered to b^ at any expence for food, ac- 
commodation, or carriage for his merchan- 
dize or baggage; but it is otherwife, if he 
is permitted to make any refidence in one 
place above three days, unlefs occafioned 
oy ficknefs, or any unavoidable accident.--* 
If any thing is loft in this diftrift, for in- 
ftance a bag of money or other valuable ; 
the perfon who finds it, hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives notice to the neareft 
Chowkey or place of guard, the officer of 
which orders immediate publication of the 
fame by beat of tomtom, or drum. 

♦There are in this precinft, no lefs than 
three hundred and fixty confiderable Pago* 
da's, or places of public worfhip, erefted 
by this Rajah, and his anceftors*— — The 
worfhip of the cow is here carried to fo 
O 4 great 
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great an extretne, that^ if that animal meets 
with a violent death, the city, or village, 
to which it belonged gpes into a general 
mourning and faft, for three days, and are 
obliged from the Rajah to the meaneft of 
the people to remjin on the fpot, wher? 
they firft heard the publication of ,the ac- 
cident ; and are employed during that fpace 
in performing various expiations, as diredlr 
ed in fhe Sbajlabi but more of this under 
a fi))>fequent general head. 

. Btfnapore the capital, and. chief refidenc? 
of the Rajah, ai^d v^hich gives a name to the 
whole diftria, is alfo the chief feat of trade ; 
the produce of the country confift? of fliaal 
timbers (a wood equal in quality to the befl; 
of our ,^ak) dammer lacca's, an inferior 
fortment ofraw-filk — and copofs and grain 
fuffitient only for their confumption ; it is 
ftpm this diftria that the Eaji India Com- 
panies are chiefly fupplied with the article 
pf fhell lacpa. 

North Weft of Bijhapore, contiguous 
lie the territories of Buddeir Jamma Kban^ 
fon and fucceflbr to AJioola Kban^ a Mog»U 

and Prince of Bierbobeen. How this 

Mabommedan family, originally crept in 
^mong the Hindoo Rajahs^ we never could 

learn 
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learn with any prccifion ; but think it pro- 
jceeded from it's importance to the Mo^ul 
government, as being the pafs into Bengal 
from which moft danger of invaders was 
to be apprehended, and therefore the Em- 
peror judged it expedient to have the go- 
vernment of thi^ pafs in the hands of a 
Mahommedan Prince } the conquered Ra- 
jahs not being deemed truft worthy. 

The lands formerly poffefled by this fa- 
inily, squalled in extent thofe of Bifnapore^ 
japd yielded nearly the fariie articles of mert- 
chandi^ze, ^nd about the fame revenue; 
but as foon as AJiverdi Khan ufurped the 
government of the ^oubahfhip* he diverted 
this Rajah (for fo he is commonly called) 
of % great part of his country, and other- 
ways oppr^ed him, which ne had after- 
wards caafe tp repent, as ws have before 
fhewn) but nqtwithftanding that, he re- 
. mained taxed at ten he per Annum. 

The fertile part of his country is in 
the center of the Bierboheen n\ountains, 
bis chief refidence the fortrefs of NaguTy 
and his principal town of trade, is Ilium" 
buzaVf from whence the Eaji India Com- 
panies ufually had the greateft part of their 
gurras provided ; but the Mabarattor inva- 

fion. 
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fion occafioncd in a great mcafurc thia 
branch of trade to be transfered to the 
town of Cutwab. 

North* Eaft of Calcutta^ diftant about 
three days journey lies Kijhagur, the fort 
and capital of Rajah Kijjen Chund. He pof- 
it^i^% a traft of country of about twelve 
days journey, and is taxed at nine Lac per 
annum, though his revenues exceed twenty 
five Lac ; bis principal towns are Santipore^ 
Nuddeab, Bouren, &c. where mullmulls^i 
coflaes, and cotton yarn are manufadured 
for the Europe markets ; the country pro- 
duces copofs and grain, but not fufficient 
for exportation. 

The revenues of the city of Dacca (once 
-the capital of Beng^lJ at a low eftimation 
amount, annually to two Khororc, proceed- 
ing from cuftoms and duties levied oA 
cloths, grain, oil, ghee, bcetlpnut, chan^T. 
metals, fait, and tobacco, &c. 

The foregoing inftances of the value of 
the lands in the province of Bengal, only 
held by the Rajahs (hall fuffice, without 
our pa; ticularifing thofe held by the Zemin-' 
dars fcattered through the province ^ fome 
qf whom are very confiderable land holders; 

thefe 
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thefe are generally taxed nearer the real 
value *of their lands, than thofe which are 
held by the Rajahs. 
• 
Time and occafion prefles, and will not 
permit us to enter minutely into a detail 
of the other branches of the revenues of 
this opulent country in times 6f fettled 
peace, a bare mention of the principal re- 
maining fburces will fully and amply juftify 
the point we aim at, and fhew the vaft 
importance of the ilake we are pufhing 
for. 

The revenues of the city of Fatna^ and 
thofe of the province of Babar-^the go- 
vernment of Purneay a rich Nabobjhip—^ 
the revendes of the capital of Morjhudabady 
the city of RajahmhoU the towns and dif- 
tridts of Coffimbuzar^ Cutwab^ Mercha, 
Buxbunderl Azimgungey Jilinghee, Baaker 
Gunge, Kajaporey feveral petty Nabobfhips 
and Fowfdaarysy &c. &c. &c, — the govern- 
ments and diftrifts of Midnapore, and Chity-- 
^ongb, already ceded to us by thf treaty of 
1760 — and the Purgunnabs ceded by the 
treaty 1757, all held by a moft precarious 
tenure whilft this war with the gtlvern- 
jnent fubfifts. 

We 



\ 



( 204 ) 

Wc make no account of the province of 
OriJfa\ ufually cftimated at one Khororc 
and a half^^becaufe it is a moot point, whe« 
ther the Emperor will engage in any cqui^ 
valent plan oi fatisfaftion for the Mabarat^ 
tors evacuating it; be this as it may, if 
our general fcheme fucceedt^ it vifould be 
worth ^«r' while to attempt the geting rid 
of them by fair means, as this province is 
greatly improvable, and conftitutes a nc«- 
ceflary frontier and barrier to Bengal on the 
South* Wc fay nothing neither of the Jag^ 
ghier lands, which are not taken into our 
cftimate, though thefe are objciSs may b^ 
worth a future confidcration. 

To fum up the whole, wc venture to 
Aake our credit and veracity on the affer- 
tion, that the two provinces of Bengal anH 
Bai^r^ will fully yield a^revenue of eleven 
Khorore/^^r. annum, or 13,750,000 pounds 
ftcrling — if it yields this under a defpotic 
and tyranic government in times of peace 
apd currency of trade, what may we not 
more expe<9: from it's improvements > under 
a mild and Britifh one ? To conclude, wc 
repeat — ^ 

If we fliould fucceed in the attempt, 
^eat and glorious will be theBritifti name in 

thofe 



thofe parts, and immenfe the gain to the 
company and nation — if we fail — nothing 
rema^ps, but to obtain a lafting peacis on al- 
moft any terms — for if this war continues 
much longer on the prefeht inefFcdlual and 
expenfive footing, the company, as a com- 
pany, cannot poffibly fupport it, and there- 
fore they muft be reauced to the neceffity of 
applying to our own government, for more 
powerful and potent aids than they hither- 
to have bfeen indulged and favored with^ 
though this has we confefs, been pretty con-^ 
Jiderable already. What right we have (I 
ipeak as a proprietor) to claim or expedt 
more — we leave to be refplved by our 
honorable rulers. * 

With the above obvious cpnclufion, we 
clofc this our third general head, zvAjirfi 
fart of our general work, and fliall pro- . 
ceed ;to the difcufSon of our remaining 
five general heads in a fecond part, as 
fpeedily as leifure and opportunity will 
perpiit. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

. Having received intimation that a cer- 
tain party intend again to make application 
to parliament, for an aft to lay xh^Jplitting 

of 
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bf Eaft India ftock under fome reftri6Hon9, 
and having ferioufly confidered this fubje<5t 
in we think a new point of view, we beg 
leave to be heard a few words relative to 
this matter, and a few more, touching the 
prefent mode of governing this company* 

It is extraordinary that in the courle of 
fo much altercation before the general elec- 
tion laft year, on the propriety or impro- 
priety of fpliting ftock* two obvious confi- 
derations (hould not (as we remember) have 
been ever urged in defence of this pradlice, 
which if duely weighed we humbly ima-^ 
gine, would determine parliament to dil^ 
Countenance, and throw out, any bill brought 
before them for thd above-mentioned in- 
tended purpofc. 

That both parties in the laft yearns direc- 
tion benefited themfelves by this pradice, 
is inconteftable, notwithftanding the bold 
aflertion and fallacious reafon on one fide, 
and the unmaiked hypocrify of t&eir cham-- , 
fion Verax. 

It was aflerted, " that neither the ftock- 

** holder could fplit nor transfer, nor the 

^^ transferer accept and vote confiftently 

<* with a good confcience as a chriftian,^ or 

7 *' an 
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*^ an honeft man.*' — To examine the foun- 
dation of this heavy charge, let us confider 
the fituatioa of every Eaft India proprietor 
on the common plan of voting, at general 
courts or general elections. 

The proprietor who holds 50,000 /. ori^ 
ginal flock, and he who holds 500/. are, 
touching the government of this company^ 
Upon an equal footing. Strange! that a 
regulation to repugnant to equity and the 
nature of things, flbould have fo long fub- 
fifted without amendment. 

The attachment and attention^ which every 
individual owes to the particular communi- 
ty he belongs, will, nay muft be in pro- 
portion to the fpecific concern and part he 
nolds therein; therefore the proprietor who 
holds only 500/. ftock, will he lefs attach- 
ed and attentive, and more liable to be 
fway^d and influericed to join in bad mea- 
fures with defigning men, than the proprie- 
tor who holds 50,000/. ftock. — Therefore 
whilft this inconfiftent regulation fubfifts, 
and the letter of it ftridly adhered to, what 
remedy or means, has the proprietor of 
50,000/. ftock, to obtain an influence in 
the government of this company on any 
critical emergency in their affairs adequate 

to 
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to his conc&n and rifaue? but this very 
-method of fpliting and dividing his flock, 
confequently every attempt to deprive hini 
of this only refource, is beyond doubt moft 
unjuft^ and may tend to the deftru£tion of 
the Company, if they (hould ever fall into 
the hands of a defigning felf-interefted and 
wicked fet of "direftors. 

To refute the charge of diflionefty in the 
aftion itfclf, we need only confider it in 
comparifbn with a tranfa<3ion much more 
common, yet we conceive ftridly iimilar 
to it. 

A. borrows 500/. cafli of B. on note of 
band payable in any Jiipulated time ;— =-will 
any man be hardy enough to fky, that this 
calh is not the property of A. to all intents 
and purpofes, during the time of poflefSon ? 
— and could not A. confcientioufly and 
honeftly fweaf it was fo?— where then is 
the eflcntial difference between borrowing 
500/. cafh, or 500/. flock? — Verax will 
tell you (though he laughs in his fleeve at 
the fame time) ** that A. borrows th^ 
** 50CA cafh to convert to his own pri- 
** vate occafions ; but that the flock lent 
*^ and transfered to A. is the colifequence of 
** a private oompail and coUufion between 

*• A* 
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'^ A. ahd B. to ertkble and qualify A. to 
*« vote on that fide of the queftion B. fliall 
«* point out to him." — Be it fo— yet the 
moment B. tr^sfers, and A. accepts, this 
individual 500/. flock becomes the property 
of A. it has every eflential of property, that 
property can have annexed to it — he can 
fell, difpofe of, give it away, and expend it 
in any manner he pleafes i and though he 
determines to hold it, yet it remains totally 
in his own breaft on whiqh fide he will be- 
ftow his vote, (as a certain party we believe 
found the laft eledion, to their great dif- 
appointment and dilgrace.) — Verax will 
again tell you, there is a counter obliga- 
tion for A*s replacing this individual flock, 
— In like manner A. is obliged to repay his 
500/. ca(h and take up his note, if in 
either cafe he fails B. has his remedy at law 
■ but A. may moft truely fwear either 

to be bona fide his property, whilft they 
continue in bis pofleffion, though he is 
accountable in the one cafe for repayment, 
and the other for replacing. 

Touching .(he mode of governing this 
company, we beg leave to fay, it never 
could, nor ever can be mell governed on it's 
prefent inflitutioh. — Would you have your 
court of dire<3:ors refpedable, reduce their 
P number 
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number t^ fourteen^ raife the qualification 
for a director to 10,000/. original flock, 
and their falaries to 6oo/. j^er annum^ on 
this plan the direction of your aflfairs would 
become an objefl: worthy of being courted 
by men of the moft diftinguifhed charac-* 
ters, abilities, and property; which, the 

{)refent great iniportance of this company 
oudly calls to be at their head— men who 
would not be fbackled by their neceiTary 
attention to their gwn little concerns, and 
thereby obliged to abandon thofe of the 
company to the condud and difpofal of one, 
two, or three members of their body, 
which unhappily has been the fate of tlus 
company from it's firft inftitution. 



The End of the Firft Part* 
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